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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

May Allah’s peace and salutation be upon the Prophet Muhammad, his family and
companions.
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All praise is for Allah, the Most Mighty, Most Generous, who taught with the pen, taught
man that which they did not know. We testify that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah; a testimony of sincerity and certainty. We also testify that Muhammad is His
trustworthy and pleased slave, and His guided and pure Messenger. He sent him as a
mercy to the worlds and a messenger to all of creation. He conveyed to the utmost and
advised sincerely. He fulfilled the trust of his Lord, the Most High, as commanded, not

cheating or withholding, so may Allah’s salutations, mercy and blessings be upon him.
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Then Allah has honoured the scholars and made them, upon the tongue of His Prophet
(#), the inheritors of the Prophets, as narrated by Abu al-Darda’ who said that the Prophet
(#) said, “Indeed, the scholars are the heirs of the Prophets. The Prophets do not leave as
inheritance gold or silver, but rather knowledge. Whoever takes it, has taken a great

share.”?
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Knowledge has two places:
The first: the preserving and understanding heart

The other: the books

Therefore, whoever possesses attentive listening and an understanding heart, then he is
the one who will attain a raised status and elevated rank, for these two help him to

memorise.
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1 Abi Dawid & Al-Tirmidhi
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From the scholars are those who recorded and wrote down their knowledge, for they
considered writing to safeguard their memorisation, due to what can occur to a person of

forgetfulness and worries.

It is narrated from the Prophet (3) from the narration of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr that he said,
“Record knowledge.” They asked, “O Messenger of Allah, how do we record it?” He replied,
“Write it.”2

[ also heard him say, “This narration is not narrated from Ibn Jurayj except by Ibn al-

Mvu’ammal, and his name is ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mu’ammal.”
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Allah has taught us to do something similar in His statement, “O You who believe, when
you contract a debt for a stated term, put it down in writing...” He then said, “Do not

disdain to write the debt down, be it small or large, along with the time it falls due: this

2 Mustadrak al-Hakim
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way is more equitable in God’s eyes, more reliable as testimony, and more likely to

prevent doubts arising between you.”3

Thus, Allah made the writing of a debt, its term and amount all part of justice, more

reliable testimony and a means of preventing doubts.

The strongest evidence to support this is Allah’s statement, “Nin, By the pen! By all they

write! You are not, by your Lord’s grace, a madman.”4

)1 0n (B Ay 0 {old o 48 (3 sk el cont JB (el o U el
CFa) Ay el

o Oliw e ‘C‘I%.‘ O ij L3 agd L}T o W s L}T oW g ge o L:J"' S
S5 O apaly Wil ¢ Jorg ol s Lo ol OS2 ((JB ol o) o cal e ol

)) - Faaldl a1 S 5 L
u\:ﬁb o..\mﬁ)“j rlx}\ R J.Aﬁ L;-G L@.KJJJ ngf\.us L} )U:}!‘j

(Al 1 els Of L ol sl Ve S13 LaSTs BT B b aedlly Ll 65 0f ¢
Al-Hasan said concerning, “Nun, By the pen!” Nin is the inkwell and the pen is the pen.

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah first created the pen. He then commanded it to write all that would

be until the Day of Judgement.”

There are many narrations in this regard showing the virtues of writing and recording
knowledge. There are also many ways in which knowledge is conveyed which I will

mention and the statements of the scholars regarding this, in sha Allah.

32:282
468:1-2
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Chapter: Conveying Knowledge via Oral Transmissions
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Some scholars said, “The scholar reading to the student is the highest form of
transmission, either by narrating from his memory or from a book and saying, ‘so and so

narrated to me..."”

Others said, “Rather, you reading to the teacher is better than his reading to you.”
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Abu Muti‘ said, “Malik ibn Anas, Abu Hanifah, Al-Hasan ibn ‘Imarah, Ibn Jurayj and others

said, ‘you reading to the teacher is better than his reading to you’.”

This is what we say, because a listener is more attentive and focused, and a reader is more
likely to become inattentive. This is why the scholars mentioned above said what we

narrated from them.
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Chapter: The Difference between saying ‘Narrated’ and ‘Informed’
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Most scholars hold the position that there is no difference between ‘narrated’ and
‘informed’. Others said that ‘narrated’ refers to hearing his oral transmission, whereas,
‘informed’ refers to hearing it being read to him. We consider the latter to be overexertion
and that both statements refer to one and the same thing. [ heard ‘Ali ibn Abi Khalid say
that he never heard Muhammad ibn Ayytb say other than ‘informed’, and he never said,

‘narrated’. Ibn Ayyiib was from the senior scholars of hadith, and his statement is an

evidence that both terms mean the same thing.
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The Arabs do not differentiate between ‘narrated’ and ‘informed’. Allah calls His Book a

narration one time, and news another time.
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The poets also use the two terms interchangeably.
My father narrated the poetry of Abu Ishaq al-Khatib:
You informed me that Tayma’ is a place
for Layla when the summer sets its anchor
These are the summer months finished
So why are the seeds thrown at Layla

Others said: ‘narrated’.

Ka'b ibn Sa‘d al-Ghanaw1 said in poetry:
You narrated to me that death was in villages
Then how when this is a hill and well

Other said: ‘informed’.
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Chapter: Receiving
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Receiving is when the scholar hands his book to someone and says, ‘narrate from me that
which you find in this book’. This is something which the scholars of hadith and figh
continue to do. The scholar of hadith says, ‘These are my narrations’, and the scholar of

figh says, ‘This is my statement or opinion’.
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If this happens, the student can then say, ‘so and so narrated to me or informed me.’

What supports this, is that the jurists have stated that freeing a slave can be done by
writing. Likewise, if someone writes that a certain amount of money should be given to

someone, it is enacted, even if they did not hear them say it.
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Chapter: The Scholar is brought a book he recognises and is asked,

‘Can we take what is in it?’
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If a student of knowledge brings a book to a scholar - and the scholar recognises the book
and that it contains his narrations - and asks, ‘Can I narrated from what is in this book?
If he replies, ‘Yes’, then there is no harm in this and the student can narrate in such a way.

This is from the methodologies of knowledge.
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Malik said, “I saw Ibn Shihab being brought a book that he neither read nor was it read to

him. He was asked, ‘Can we take from it?’ He replied, ‘Yes.”

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I have become confused. What I allow is like that which I read to you.”
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Chapter: Grammatical Mistakes
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People say that if the muhaddith narrates and makes grammatical errors, it is not
permissible to narrate from him, unless he is narrating the mistake in the way he heard
it.

Others said that it is permissible for him to narrate it, so long as he is knowledgeable of
Arabic, able to correct the mistakes. The evidence for this is that we know that the
Prophet (¥) was the most eloquent and grammatical of the Arabs, and Allah saved him
from making grammatical errors. If this is the case, then his statements should be

narrated correctly without grammatical errors.
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Our teacher, Abul-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Qattan would write narrations as he heard
them with their grammatical errors. He would then write in the margin, ‘This is what he

said but what is correct is...’ This is the best thing | heard in this chapter.
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If someone were to ask, “Then what do you say about the narration of Jubayr ibn Mut‘im
who said, ‘The Prophet (%) stood at Al-Khayf in Mina and said, ‘May Allah illuminate the
face of the one who hears my words and then conveys them as he hears them. Perhaps
the carrier of knowledge is not knowledgeable, and perhaps the carrier of knowledge

takes it to one more knowledgeable.’> Thus, the Prophet (¥¥) commanded us to convey as

we heard.”

We would reply that what is intended to be conveyed is the correct meaning without
addition or deletion that changes the meaning. It is not intended to convey the
grammatical errors made in the narration. Furthermore, it is known that the Prophet (¥)
did not make grammatical errors, so his words should be conveyed in their original

correct form.

5 Ahmad and Ibn Majah
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Chapter: Permission
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Permission is when a scholar writes himself or he asks someone to write on his behalf, ‘1
give permission to so and so to narrate from me that which is correct from my narrations

or works’, or something similar.

This is similar in strength to what we mentioned in the chapter of receiving. This is the
position of Malik, Abu Hanifah, Al-Hasan ibn ‘Umarah, Ibn Jurayj and others from the

scholars.
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The word ‘ijjazah’ in Arabic comes from the flow of water that is used to water animals
and fields. It is said that I sought ijazah and it was given, if someone gives you water for

your land and animals.

Al-Qutami said:

They said the one who oversees the water, seek his permission
Indeed, the seeker is on the edge

Likewise, the student of knowledge seeks permission and the teacher grants it.
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The evidence for the correctness of this methodology is the narration of Muhammad ibn
Ishaq, “The Prophet (%) sent ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh ibn Riyab and along with them a letter.
He ordered him not to look at the letter until they had travelled for two days. He did as
ordered, and after two days of travelling, ‘Abdullah opened the letter. The letter read,

‘When you read this letter, then travel until you reach a date palm between Makkah and

Ta'if. Then seek the news of Quraysh and bring to me information about them.” ‘Abdullah
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and his companions said, ‘We hear and obey the Messenger of Allah.” They continued and
at the palm tree saw a caravan of Quraysh. They killed ‘Amr ibn al-Hadrami and took as

war booty the caravan of Quraysh.”®
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This narration and similar ones that speak about the letters of the Prophet (¥) are
evidences for giving permission, because ‘Abdullah and his companions acted in
accordance to the written orders of the Prophet (%), without him having spoken a word
to them. Similarly, if a teacher gives permission to the student of knowledge, he may

narrate from him that which has correctly come to him of his narrations and knowledge.
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We have heard that some scholars dislike permissions in transmissions. They say that if
people only did this then travelling for knowledge would cease and people would stop
seeking knowledge. However, we do not say that a student of knowledge should only seek
permissions in narrating, and that he should not seek knowledge or travel. Rather, we say
that these permissions are for those who are unable to travel for a valid reason, such as a

lack of funds, the distance being too great or the way too difficult.

6 Sirah of Ibn Ishaq

15



&)

Al Isnai

Oalug OlbgYl 0sd)lisg (gl 095hs ccasliall Ogaiiony 16y L Cpidl Ol Ll
o Clodor ol (el (3 o e A o &) Jouy ade G b s T (Ol e
MuﬁcﬁuwﬂchOWJUwLﬁc)wdﬁ(LMUc%bdﬁMQ&cu\gﬁ

Bl T e e

) - Fehes U8 e Rays b ((oeos e B o 1 5y JUG
As for the scholars of hadith, they continue to overcome difficulties, ride hardships, leave
their homelands and separate from their loved ones. All of this due to the encouragement

given by the Prophet (¥) in the narration of Anas ibn Malik, “Seeking knowledge is an

obligation upon every Muslim.””
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Know that some have a particular methodology concerning the aforementioned, which is
perhaps harder and stricter. They said that if the scholar narrates to him, he can say, ‘he
narrated to us’. If the teacher is being read to, he can neither say that he was narrated to

or informed. If the scholar narrates to a group, the student cannot say, ‘he narrated to me’,

7 Ibn Majah
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and if he narrates verbally, it is not permissible to change his words, even if the meaning

is correct.

Ahmad ibn Faris said: This is strictness for no reason. Amongst the scholars were those
who would narrate verbatim, and others would narrate the meaning, even if the words
changed. We heard that Al-Hasan would narrate by meaning, even though seeking to be

accurate and precise is not to be looked down upon.
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Mawsili narrated that he said to Yahya ibn Khalid, “I want you to
speak to Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah on my behalf so that he narrates to me.” He replied, ‘Yes,

remind me when he arrives.”

When Sufyan arrived and sat, I signalled to Yahya. Yahya said, “O Abu Muhammad, Ishaq
ibn Ibrahim is from the people of knowledge and good character, and he has been tainted
by what you know.” Sufyan asked, “What do you mean by this?” He replied, “I want you to
narrate to him.” Sufyan said, “I dislike this.” Yahya said, “I take an oath that you do so.” He

replied, “Ok, let him come to me early.”

Ishaq said, “I said to Yahya, ‘Ask him to give me a number.” Yahya said to Sufyan, “O Abu
Muhammad, give him a number.” He said, “I will give to him five hadith.” Yahya asked for

more, so he agreed to seven. He asked him to make it ten, so Sufyan agreed.

Ishaq said, “I went to him early, sought permission to enter and entered. I sat before him,
and he took out his book and narrated ten hadith to me.” When he finished, I said, “O Abu
Muhammad, the narrator can forget and make mistakes, and that one being narrated to
can also forget and make mistakes, so can I read back to you what I heard?” He agreed, so

[ read to him.

[ then said to him, “The reader may forget to mention a word, and the one being read to
may also forget a word, so can I narrate all that [ have heard from you?” Sufyan replied,
“Yes. By Allah, you are above having to seek intercession or it being sought for you. Come

to me every day, for how I wish that all the people of hadith were like you.”
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We say that this level of precision is good. However, the people of knowledge may be easy
going in this regard so long as the meaning is correct. They say, that if the precise wording
was obligatory, then the Prophet (%) would have commanded them to precisely record
his words verbatim, just as he commanded that they record the revelation, in which it is
not permissible to change the meanings or words. When he did not command this, it

shows that his words are not as strict in terms of narration, even if it is better to narrate

what you heard exactly.

And all success is with Allah.
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