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Shu‘ab al-Iman (The Branches of Faith)

Isma‘il ibn Kathir (d. 774AH)
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all that exists, an abundant, pure and blessed praise,
continuous until the Day of Judgement. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah, alone and without partner, the God of the first and last. I testify that
Muhammad is His slave and messenger and close friend, the seal of the Prophets and

Messengers, may Allah’s salutations be upon him, his companions, wives and offspring.
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To proceed: Allah the Most High, says in His Mighty Book, “O you who believe, enter
completely into the religion.”! The scholars differed as to the meaning of ‘Completely’.
Some said it means, ‘All of you enter the religion’. Others said, ‘Enter completely in the
religion, meaning not to prevent others from entering into the religion’. Yet others said,
‘Enter into all of the religion, meaning accept all you have been commanded with’, and

this last is the most correct opinion.
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Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “Faith consists of seventy odd branches. The highest one is the
statement, ‘None has the right to be worshipped except Allah’, and the lowest one is to
remove some harm from the road, and shyness is a branch of faith.” Collected by Al-Bukhari

and Muslim from the narration of Abu Hurayrah.

Numerous narrations have come to us counting these branches. Let us mention them and
speak about them in terms of their authenticity, weakness and reference. All success is with
Allah and all trust is placed in Him. There is no power or might except with Allah, the
Almighty and All-Wise.
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We say that this hadith comprises of three of the branches of faith: the testimony of
worshipping Allah alone, removing some harm from the road and shyness.
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4,5, 6, 7 & 8: Prayer, Zakah, the fifth of war booty, fasting and Hajj. Ibn ‘Abbas narrated,
“The delegation of ‘Abdul-Qays came to Allah’s Messenger (%) and said, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, We are a people of Rabi‘ah and between us and you and the disbelievers of Mudar, so
we can only reach you in a sacred month. Therefore, command us with something we can

act upon and convey to those whom we left behind.’

He said, ‘I command you with four and prohibit you from four. I command you with faith -
he then explained faith as the testimony to worship Allah alone and the Muhammad is His
messenger - to establish the prayer, pay the zakah and give a fifth of your war booty.” Agreed

upon
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Seven more are mentioned in addition to belief in Allah. Ibn ‘Umar narrated, “A man came
to Allah’s Messenger (%) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is faith?’ He replied ‘To believe

in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, life after death, Paradise and Hellfire, and all

of pre-decree; its good and bad.”” Agreed upon

J}w) CJL»)) JB as &) ‘;&) dgrams ol e vad‘}j\ 29 43‘.@.4!-\ :5}&9 das L) 9 5}.5&9 dwsld!
Gl & redb pligh 1 JB Sl & el gy o Blall 1 JB ¢ bl Jles Y1 o : (EE)

olr &1 (33 ozl o 5 :JB (HB) &) Yooy o8 s 1JB ) Jomw 3 5131 1)
16 & 17: Jihad and honouring parents. Ibn Mas‘lid narrated, “I asked Allah’s Messenger
(#), ‘Which deed is best?” He replied, ‘To pray on time.’ I asked, ‘What next?” He replied,
‘Honouring your parents.’ I asked, ‘What next?’ He replied, ‘Jihad for Allah’s sake.” Allah’s

Messenger (%) told me these and had I asked for more, he would have given me more.”

Agreed upon
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18, 19 & 20: Anas ibn Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “Three things if
found, will allow you to taste the sweetness of faith: that you love Allah and His Messenger
more than all others, that you love someone only for Allah’s sake, and that you dislike to

return to disbelief just as you dislike to be thrown into the Fire.” Agreed upon
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21: Loving the Ansar. Anas ibn Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The sign of
faith is to love the Ansar, and the sign of hypocrisy is to hate the Ansar.” Agreed upon
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22: Loving ‘Ali. Zirr ibn Hubaysh narrated, “By the One who split the seed and created the

soul, it was the covenant of the unlettered Prophet: only the believer loves you and only

the hypocrite hates you.” Muslim
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23: Anas ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “None of you fully believes until he

loves for his brother what he loves for himself.” Agreed upon
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24,25 & 26: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (%) said, “Whoever believes in Allah
and the Last Day should not harm his neighbour. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day

should honour his guest. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should speak good or

remain silent.” Agreed upon

(ool <4 9)) (%) &) Jgwy JB :JB 5,8 éf o5 tw gﬁ oF ahadl clid) 109 a9 Al
PRA]] [elS 0 gaxlad 13) o e (,Sbi Vi dgld g 1gws ¥ g dgwy g Ll gbsus Y ody

4;755\ 13 oy FJ”& olg) ((('S”"‘J eM\
27: Spreading the salams. Abu S$alih narrated that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah’s
Messenger (¥) said, “By the One in whose Hand is my soul, you will not enter Paradise until
you believe, and you will not truly believe until you love one another. Shall I not inform you

of what will make you love one another? Spread the salams between you.” Collected by

Muslim
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28 & 29: Abu Salamah arrated that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet () said, “Whoever
fasts Ramadan with faith and hoping for reward will have their past sins forgiven. Whoever

stands Laylat al-Qadr with faith and hoping for reward will have their past sins forgiven.” Al-
Bukhari
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30: Abu Hurayrah and others said that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “Whoever follows the
funeral of a Muslim with faith and hoping for reward and prays over it, and then waits until

it is buried, they will have two girats, each one like Uhud. Whoever prays over it and then

returns will have one girat.” Al-Bukhari
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32: Travelling for Allah’s sake. Abu Hurayrah narrated, “Allah has guaranteed for the one
who travels for His sake, not setting out except due to faith in Him and believing in His

Messenger...” Agreed upon

&l d¢ Lo gt;&.g Al S ReN ol () J}w) L ZJ-?,') J@)) Jé Bﬁjb E,,ﬁ o ZQyW‘ 9 At
s 0y (OGN ot D13 :JB . o)1 axrg Jo Lo i OF (o 4 oIS

(O6Y) e 813 1B s guogdl ) Jguny S Sal)) 1JB gmms ool 05 89y 5

33: Abu Hurayrah narrated, “A man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, one of us has thoughts
that he would never verbalise even if he were given everything upon the face of the earth.’

He replied, ‘That is pure faith.” Collected by Muslim

Ibn Mas‘td narrated, “He complained to Allah’s Messenger of whispers. He replied, ‘That

is clear faith.”
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34: Abu Umamah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Humble appearance is from

faith.”
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35: Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Whoever is pleased by their good deeds and grieved by

their bad deeds is a believer.”
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36: Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “The most complete of believers in
faith are the best in character. Indeed, good character can reach the station of fasting and

prayer.”
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37: Anas narrated, “Allah’s Messenger never gave a sermon except that he said, “There is
no faith for the one who has no trust and no religion for the one who does not fulfil his

covenant.”
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38: ‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb narrated from his father who narrated from his grandfather that

Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The most beloved of characteristics to me is the faith of a
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people who will come after you. They will find scriptures of revelations and believe in

what they find therein.”

This is also reported from Abu Hurayrah.
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39: ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr narrated that it was said to Allah’s Messenger (%), “What is Islam?”
He replied, “Feeding others.” It was asked, “What is faith, O Messenger of Allah?” He
replied, “Being easy-going and patient.” Reported by Al-Zuhri from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Ubayd

ibn ‘Umayr from his father.
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40: Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “By Allah, he does not
believe, by Allah, he does not believe, by Allah, he does not believe. They asked, ‘What is

that?’ He replied, ‘A neighbour who does not withhold his harm from his neighbour.” Al-
Bukhari
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41: Abu Umamah narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “Shyness and a lack of eloquent

speech are two branches of faith, and excessive eloquence and speech are two branches

of hypocrisy.”
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42: Abu Sa‘id narrated that Allah’s Messenger (3) said, “If you see a man frequenting the
masjid, then testify to his faith. Allah says, ‘Indeed, only those who believe in Allah and

the Last Day inahabit the mosques.”
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43: Nu‘man ibn Bashir narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The example of the

believers in their mutual love and mercy is like a body. If a part of it is in pain, the rest of

it is sleepless and overcome by fever.” Collected by Muslim

44: Abu Masa narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said, “A believer is to another believer

like a building, each one strengthens the other.”
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45 Abu Hurayrah said that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The believer is friendly. There is

no good in the one who is not friendly or is shown friendliness.”
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46: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “From the completeness of a

person’s faith, is to say in sha Allah in all his statements.”

This narration is not authentic. It is from the narration of Dawiid ibn Al-Muhabbar, from
Ma‘arik ibn ‘Abbad, from ‘Abdullah ibn Sa‘id al-Magburi, from his father, from Abu

Hurayrah. It is a chain to be rejected by agreement.
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47: ‘Abdullah narrated that the Prophet () said, “Patience is half of faith, and certainty
is all of faith.”
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48: Abu Qilabah al-Jarmi narrated from a man from Aslam, who narrated from his father
that the Prophet (%) said, “Accept Islam and you will be safe. I asked, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, what is Islam?’ He replied, ‘To submit to Allah and safeguard other Muslims from
your tongue and hand.” He asked, ‘Which Islam is best?’ He replied, ‘Faith.” I asked, ‘What
is faith?” He replied, ‘To believe in Allah, His angels, books, messengers and life after

death.’ I asked, ‘Which deed is best? He replied, ‘Migration.’ I asked, ‘What is migration?’

He replied, ‘To migrate from evil.’ I asked, ‘Which migration is best?’ He replied, ‘Jihad.’ I

11
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asked, ‘What is jihad? He replied, ‘To fight the disbelievers if you meet them on the
battlefield, don’t be extreme or a coward.” He then said, “There are two actions that are
from the best and most complete of deeds - he said it three times - an accepted Hajj or

‘Umrah.”
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49: Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said, “The example of the believer is like an

ear of corn. It bends sometimes and is upright sometimes.”
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50: ‘Adiyy ibn Thabit narrated from Zirr, from ‘Ali, “By the One who split the seed and

gave life to the soul, the Prophet (%) informed me that none loves me except a believer,

and none hates me except a hypocrite.” Collected by Muslim
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51: ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Indeed, the best faith

of a person is to know that Allah is with them wherever they are.”
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52: ‘Abbas ibn ‘Abdil-Muttalib said, “O Messenger of Allah, we see the enmity in the faces
of your companions from the things we did to them.” Allah’s Messenger (3£) said, “Do you
see it?” He replied, “Yes.” He said, “They will not fully believe or love faith until they love

you for the sake of Allah and His Messenger. Should they hope for my intercession and

not Banu ‘Abdul-Muttalib?”
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Loving the Ansar, enjoining the good, forbidding the evil, giving salams to your family

when you enter upon them and giving salams to others when you pass by them; these are

five branches, each one mentioned in an authentic narration.

O oy 1OWY) 850 domg ad S pe SN)) () M Jguy JB 1B Ll o i T Cad SN
odish 3) sy iU (§ amp OF 0,80 01 g i Wl 4t Y e M g OF 5 (WPIgw 2 &) ol Wigwy 9

el G olgy (U1 G By O 0,85 LS4 o
Three more branches: Anas ibn Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “Three
things if found, will allow you to taste the sweetness of faith: that you love Allah and His
Messenger more than all others, that you love someone only for Allah’s sake, and that you

dislike to return to disbelief after Allah saved you from it, just as you dislike to be thrown

into the Fire.” Agreed upon
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61: Anas ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet (%) said, “None of you truly believes until

he loves for people what he loves for himself, and until he loves someone only for Allah.”
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62: Ibn ‘Umar narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Purification is half of faith.”

Collected by Muslim
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63: Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said, “A person’s faith is not complete until
they better their character and until they withhold their anger.” Collected by Al-Tabari

from the narration of Abu Mawdiid, from Abu Hazim from Anas.
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64: Ibn ‘Umar narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The believer who mixes with
people and is patient upon their harm is better than the one who does not mix with people

and is not patient upon their harm.”
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65: Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A person will not realise the essence of faith until he sees people as

foolish in their religion.”
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66: Ibn Mas‘td said, “Allah has distributed your characters just as He has distributed your
provisions. Allah gives this world to those whom He loves and those whom He detests, but
only gives faith to those whom He loves. Therefore, whoever is too weak to spend the night
awake, too weak to spend from his wealth and too cowardly to fight the enemy, let him

glorify Allah and praise Him, for these are more beloved to Allah than a mountain of gold

and silver.” Its chain is authentic.
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Four more branches: Abu-Darda’ said, “The height of faith is found in four: to be patient

with commands, to be pleased with pre-decree, to be sincere in your trust and to submit

to your Lord.”
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71 & 72: ‘Ammar ibn Yasir narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Three things will

allow you to taste the sweetness of faith: spending in hardship, giving salams to all and

being fair to others when it comes to yourself.”
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Al-Lalaka’i said, “This is strange as a Prophetic narration.” Meaning it is a Companion’s

statement.
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73: Keeping a war steed to fight for Allah’s sake. Abu Hurayrah narrated, “Whoever keeps
a war steed for the sake of Allah, believing in Allah and affirming the promise of Allah, it’s

fodder, droppings and urinating will be good deeds for him on the Day of Judgement.”
Collected by Al-Bukhari
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Completed with all praise to Allah, and by His help and granting of success.
May Allah’s peace and salutations be upon Muhammad, his family and companions.

Sufficient is Allah for us, and great is He as a Protector.
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