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Usul al-Sunnah (Fundamentals of the Sunnah)
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The fundamentals of the Sunnah are:
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1. Adhering to that which the Companions of Allah’s Messenger () were upon and
following their example
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2. Leaving innovations for every innovation is misguidance
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3. Leaving debating and disputing about matters of the religion
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4. Leaving sitting with the people of desires

5. The Sunnabh for us is the narrations of the Messenger of Allah ()
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6. The Sunnah interprets the Qur’an and it is the explanation of it
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7. There is no analogy in the Sunnah, no similitudes given to it. It cannot be
comprehended with just the intellect and desires. Rather, it is to follow and
abandon desires. From the necessary Sunnah, which if a tenet of it is abandoned,

it is not acceptable and such a person is not from its people:
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8. To have faith in pre-decree, its good and bad, to affirm all the narrations that
mention it and believe in them. Not to ask, why? Or how? Rather, to affirm and
believe. Whoever cannot understand a narration or their mind cannot
comprehend it, then it is enough for him to know it is clear, and he only has to
affirm it and submit to it. These narrations include the hadith of the truthful one

and similar ones about pre-decree, and all the narrations of seeing Allah. If one’s
ears dislike it and the hearing finds it strange, he should believe in it and not reject

from it a single word of it, or other narrations that have been relayed by

trustworthy narrators.
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9. He should not dispute with or debate anyone. He should not learn the art of
debating, for delving into pre-decree, seeing Allah, the Qur’an and other tenets is

disliked and forbidden. The one who does it - even if they attain the Sunnah - is
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not from the people of the Sunnah until they leave debating, and submit to and

believe in the narrations.
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10. The Qur’an is the speech of Allah uncreated. He should not be too weak to state

that it is uncreated, for the speech of Allah is not separate from Him and none of it

is created.
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11. Beware of debating the one who has innovated in this and says that his reading is
created or something similar, or the one who has no position and says, ‘I don’t

know whether it is created or not but it is Allah’s speech’. This is an innovator like

the one who says it is created. Rather, it is the speech of Allah uncreated.
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12.To believe in the seeing of Allah on the Day of Judgement as reported from the

Prophet (¥)) in authentic narrations.
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13. We affirm that the Prophet (%) saw his Lord as is authentically narrated. It is
narrated by Qatadah from ‘Tkrimah from Ibn ‘Abbas, and from Al-Hakam ibn Aban
from ‘Tkrimah from Ibn ‘Abbas, and from ‘Ali ibn Zayd from Yasuf ibn Mahran from
Ibn ‘Abbas. We accept the literal meaning of the narration as it has been narrated

from the Prophet (%) and to dispute it is an innovation. Rather, we accept it literally

and do not dispute regarding it.
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14. We believe in the Scales on the Day of Judgement as has been narrated, “A person
will be weighed on the Day of Judgement and won’t equal the wing of a mosquito.”

The actions of people will also be weighed as has been narrated. We believe in this

and affirm it and ignore those who reject it and do not debate about it.
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15. We believe that Allah will speak to His slaves on the Day of Judgement without
an interpreter. We believe in this and affirm it.
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16. We believe in the Pond, and that the Prophet (%) will have a pond on the Day of
Judgement that his nation will come to. Its length and width are equal; a month’s
travel. Its cups are like the numbers of stars in the sky, as has been mentioned

authentically in the narrations from numerous reports.

Sanl e Jlis b o 6 il AV o2 5 il iy gyl

A0 a5 A Bl Al S35 ik anhys 4 G S e @35
s Gl 45 a5

17. We believe in the punishment of the grave, and that this nation will be tested in its
graves. They will be asked about faith and Islam, who was your Lord? Who was

your Prophet? Munkar and Nakir will come to them as Allah wills. We believe in

this and affirm it.
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18. We believe in the intercession of the Prophet (¥), and that some people will leave
the Fire after they have been burned and become like charcoal. It will be commanded
that they are taken to a river by the gates of Paradise as is narrated, just as Allah wills

and commands. We believe in this and affirm it.
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19. We believe that the False Messiah will appear, written between his eyes will be,

‘kafir’. We accept all the narrations regarding it and believe it will take place.
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20. We believe that Jesus son of Mary will descend and kill him at Bab Ludd.
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21. We believe that faith consists of speech and action, it increases and decreases as

is mentioned in the narration, “The most complete of believers in faith are those

best in character”, and, “Whoever abandons the prayer has disbelieved”.
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22.The abandonment of any action does not lead to disbelief except for the prayer.
Whoever abandons it has disbelieved and Allah has allowed for them to be

executed.
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23.The best of this nation after its Prophet is: Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab

and then ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan. These three are given precedence just as they were

by the Companions of the Prophet (¥), they did not differ about this.
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24.Then after these three, the five members of the shiira: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Zubayr,
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, Sa‘d and Talhah; each one of them was worthy of the

caliphate and each one was a leader.
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25. We take the approach mentioned in the narration of Ibn ‘Umar, “We considered -
whilst the Prophet (%) was alive and his Companions were numerous - Abu Bakr to

be best, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman and then we would stop.”
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26. Then after the members of the Shiira: the People of Badr from the Muhajiriin, and
then the People of Badr from the Ansar from the Companions of the Prophet (¥),

based on their migration and precedence in Islam.
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27.Then the best after them are the Companions of the Prophet (%) - the generation

he was sent to, whether they accompanied him for a year, a month, a day, an hour or
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just saw him; they are all Companions. Each one has of his companionship according
to the time they spent with him, his precedence, how much heard and saw of him.
The least of the Companions is still better than the next generation who never saw
him, even if they were to meet Allah with every good deed. Thus, those who
accompanied the Prophet (%), saw him and heard from him, or only saw him whilst

believing in him, if only for a moment, are better than the tabi‘in, even if the latter

did every good deed.
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28. We believe in hearing and obeying the rulers of the Muslims, whether they are
pious or evil. This is for whoever has the caliphate, and the people agree on him
and accept him, or he overpowers them by force and becomes the caliph and is

called the leader of the Muslims.
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29. Fighting alongside the leaders, pious or evil, will continue until the Day of

Judgement and cannot be abandoned.
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30. The distribution of war booty and the implementation of the penal code is theirs

to do. None can criticise or oppose them in this.
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31. You can give them your zakah and it will be permissible and counted, whether they

are pious or evil.
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32.1t is permissible to pray the Friday prayer behind him or his deputy. Those two
rak‘ahs are complete and whoever repeats them is an innovator, who has
abandoned the narrations and opposed the Sunnah. He has not portion of the
virtues of the Friday prayer if he does not think his prayer valid behind the leader,
whether he is pious or evil. The Sunnah is to pray behind him and believe that his

prayer is correct, you should have no doubt in your heart about this.
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33. Whoever revolts against a leader of the Muslims that the people have united upon
and agreed to his leadership, whether happily or by force, then this rebel has

broken the unity of the Muslims, and opposed the narrations of the Prophet (£). If
he dies upon this, then he has died a death of ignorance.
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34.1t is not permissible to fight the leader or rebel against him for anyone else.

Whoever does so is an innovator opposing the Sunnah and correct way.
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35.To kill the thief and Khariji is permissible, if they try to harm a person or his
wealth. He can defend himself and his wealth and can do all that is possible in this
pursuit. However, if they leave him he cannot chase them or follow them. This is
only for the leader and his deputies. He can only defend himself in that instance

and he intends not to kill anyone in his defence.

However, if in defending himself he injures the other, then may Allah distance the
killed. If on the other hand, he is killed whilst defending himself and his wealth,

then martyrdom is hoped for him as is mentioned in the narrations.

All the narrations in this regard state that he can fight to defend himself but not
seek to Kkill, nor can he chase them or harm him if he is injured. If he takes him
captive, he cannot kill him or establish the penal punishment on him. Instead, he

hands him over to those whom Allah has given authority to.
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36.We do not testify for any Muslim due to their actions that they will be given

Paradise or the Fire. We hope for good for the righteous and fear for them, and we

fear for the sinner and hope for Allah’s mercy for them.
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37. Whoever meets Allah with a sin that obligates the Fire for them with repentance
and not being obstinate upon the sin, then Allah will forgive them, for He accepts

the repentance of His slaves and pardons misdeeds.
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38. Whoever meets Allah and they have been punished for that sin in this world, then

that is their expiation for it as has been narrated from the Prophet (:).
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39. Whoever meets Allah without repentance with a sin that necessitates punishment,

then their affair is with Allah. He may punish them or He may forgive them.
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40. Whoever meets Allah a disbeliever will be punished and never forgiven.
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41. Stoning is the true punishment for the married adulterer if he confesses or the
evidence against him is established. The Prophet (%) carried out the punishment of

stoning as did the righteous leaders.
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42. Whoever belittles any of the Companions of the Prophet (%), or hates them for
something they did or mentions their faults, is an innovator until he seeks mercy for

all of them, and his heart is clean and pure towards them all.
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43. Hypocrisy is disbelief. It is to disbelieve in Allah and worship other than Him, and
to apparently show Islam, as the hypocrites did in the time of the Prophet ().
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44, The following narrations:

“Three things are sings of a hypocrite...” This is a stern warning and we narrate it as it has

been mentioned without interpreting away.

And, “Do not turn back after me misguided disbelievers, striking the necks of one

another.”

And, “If two Muslims draw their swords at one another, then both the killer and killed

will be in the Fire.”

And, “Cursing a Muslim is sin and fighting him is disbelief.”

And, “Whoever calls his brother a disbeliever, then it will be attached to one of them.”
And, “It is disbelief in Allah to disassociate from one’s lineage, even if in a small way.”

These and similar narrations that have been authentically preserved, we accept them
even if we do not know their explanation. We do not delve into them or dispute them, and
only explain them using similar narrations, we do not reject them except for something

more authentic.
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45. From our faith is that we believe that Paradise and the Fire exist. They have been
created as is reported from the Prophet (%), “I entered Paradise and saw a palace”,
and, “I entered and saw Al-Kawthar”, and, “I looked into Paradise and saw that its
inhabitants were such and such, and I looked into the Fire and saw that its inhabitants
were such and such”. Whoever claims that they do not exist has rejected the Qur’an
and narrations of the Prophet (%), and I don’t think they even believe in Paradise and

Hellfire.
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46. Whoever dies from the people of the Qiblah, having tawhid is prayed over and
forgiveness is sought for them. We do not refuse to seek forgiveness for them or
pray over them due to a sin they committed, whether major or minor. Their affair

is with Allah.
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