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‘Abdul-°Aziz ibn ‘Ali al-Zamzami al-Makki (d. 976 AH)
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Blessed is He who revealed the Criterion
Muhammad, upon him be prayers
And on his family and companions, and then
Gathered for the science of tafsir
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I’ve made it a poetic form of Nuqayah
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From Allah, I seek guidance and help
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upon the Prophet with scented sleeves
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with salutations always enveloping
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these are like the pearls of a necklace
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for the beginner who is confused

concise in its poetry for its goal
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for He is The Guide and Helper
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Definition of Tafsir
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A science that studies the aspects
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And so on, fifty five
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of our Book and its revelation
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issues in which it is comprehensively gathered
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Brought together in six categories
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after which is a conclusion
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(10) And before that, an introduction is necessary with some of what is needed

A chapter is a portion of it defined
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A verse 1s a group of separated
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According to one opinion like 7abbat
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In other than Arabic it is prohibited
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Or read in meaning and to interpret
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miraculous in its chapters
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as three verses minimum is its sign
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words from it, and its lesser virtue
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and more virtuous like the one after it

to recite and to translate

with opinion not all interpretation, so be aware



The First Category — Revelation in te
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rms of time and place, and it is twelve topics

One and Two: Makki and Madani
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Makki is what was revealed before migration and Madani what came after it, and if you ask
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The Madani are the first along with
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Ma’idah, and what it follows and Anfal
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(20) The two that follow it, Hadid and Nasr
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Nir, Ahzab and Mujadalah
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All others are Makki
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the last two and Hajj follows
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Bara’ah, ar-Ra‘d and Qital
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Qiyamah, Zalzalah and Qadr
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all the way to Tahrim which is included
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according to what is authentically narrated
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Three and Four: Verses Revealed in Residence and in Travel
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In travel like the verse of Tayammum in M3a’idah at Dhat al-Jaysh so know
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Or at Bayda’, and the Al-Fath at Kura® Ghamim, O one who follows
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And at Min3, Fear and after, the day you will return to its ending
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And on the Day of Conquest, ‘The Messenger believes’ to the end, O inquisitive questioner
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On the Day of Badr, Al-Anfal and ‘These two opponents’ and what follows
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To “The Praiseworthy’, then ‘If you retaliate then do so in a similar manner’
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At Uhud, and at Arafat there came ‘Today I have completed for you your religion’
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(30) What is mentioned here is little and in residence its examples are many
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Five and Six: By Night and Day
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Stirah al-Fath came at night and the verse of qzblah, ‘turn’
ey by S 50
And His statement, ‘O Prophet, say’ after, ‘your wives’ and its ending is easy
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I mean the one with the daughters, not the one specifically for his wives
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And the verse of the three who were left behind and made certain repentance
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These are some of the ones at night, but most were revealed during the day
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Seven and Eight: Summer and Winter
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Summer like the verse of Kalalah and winter like the ten about ‘A’ishah
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Nine: Verses of the Mattress

Waithin it are those revealed like dreams

whilst sleeping in the house of Umm Salamah
g3 o By s

for the dreams of prophets is revelation
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Ten: Causes of Revelation
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The imams have authored many works
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(40) In it are narrations of Companions to the Prophet

Or from a t@bi‘T so mursal, and authentic
all AV A Cals

Sa‘i, hijab and the verses
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so return back to them to learn
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or without a chain thus broken
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are things like the story of slander
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commanding prayer behind the Magam
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Eleven: The First Revelation
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Igra’ first is most correct, then Muddathir first and many others said the opposite
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Firstly Tadfif and then Bagarah and the opposite 1s said in the City of Migration

Twelve: The Last Revelation
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The verse of Kalalah was last it was said, ribd and it was said others
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The Second Category: Chains of Narrators, and it is Six Topics

One, Two and Three: Mutawatir, Ahad and Shadh

‘What the seven reciters have relayed
23@ gi’ Juf\fzfl\ 2
Is other than that in rulings, so long as
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Two statements if they oppose the Prophetic

Secondly are the three ahad
Seily Oskldl 33
(50) Thirdly, is the shadh that is not well-known
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But only the first is recited
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For it and well-known precise narrators
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is mutawatir, and not used
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it is not interpretation or else know
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give it precedence as that is preferred

and then the readings of the Companions
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read by the tabilin and written
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and an authentic chain is a clear condition
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according to the Arabic word and script
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Four: The Readings of the Prophet ()

Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak placed
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And sirat, ruhun and nunshizu
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Likewise, with a fathah on the ya of yaghulla

the first
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Darasta, tastatiu’, min anfasikum
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Amamahum before malik, salihatin
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Sakrd wa ma hum bi-sakra also
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a chapter for this where he read malik
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also, la tajzi with a ta, O seeker

and al- ‘aynu bil- ‘ayni with a dammah on
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with a fathah on the fg@ meaning the noblest

Wat-taba‘athum after dhurriyatuhum
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after safinatin, and this is shadh
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qurrdtu a’yunin with the plural
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rafdrifan ‘abaqiriyya with the plural
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Five and Six: The Reciters from the Companions and Tabi‘lin who were Famous for

Memorising and Teaching Qur’an
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(60) ‘Ali, ‘Uthman, Ubayy, Zayd
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Likewise, Abu Zayd, Abud-Dard3’” and
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Abu Hurayrah along with Ibn
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That both are ‘Abdullah, after them, famous
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Yazid, the one whose father was Qa‘qa’
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Mujahid, Ata‘, Sa‘id, ‘Tkrimah
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And also Masriq, and ‘Abidah

Mu‘adh ibn Jabal from whom took
A A
‘Abbas, Ibn S3’ib, meaning
from the t@biT are those mentioned
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and Al-A‘raj ibn Hurmuz, well-known
Al-Aswad, Al-Hasan, Zirr, ‘Algamah

i VIS Ggna A58

and to them must the seven return
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The Third Category: Recitation, and it is Six Topics

One and Two: Pausing and Starting
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Starting with a hamzah wasl is common its ruling with them is as you wish
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From inappropriate to good or complete or sufficient according to the place
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With a suktin stop on a vowel
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or with jshmam on a dammah
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(70) Or rawm with in and a kasrah is established but a fathah prevents both

The ha written as a ta they diftered
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On the ya, and Abu ‘Amr on the
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They stopped on the Iam in ma li
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and waykanna, Al-Kisa'1 stopped
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kaf and others stopped at the end
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hadha rasiili other than the two freed slaves

12
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Aforementioned who stop on the ma
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and similar words they did the same
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Three: Imalah
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Hamzah and Al-Kisa'1 make 1malah
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Anna which means how written as a ya
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Exempt, other than those two none made imalah
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where the ya is in a noun or verb
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hatta, ila, lada, ‘ala, zaka are to be made
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except on the odd occasions
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Four: Madd
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Two types, connected or separate
s 9k 46 JeS
Then ‘Asim and after him Ibn ‘Amir
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and Hamzah and Warsh are the longest
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with Al-Kis3’1 and after him Abu ‘Amr
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(80) A maddletter is elongated when connected always but they differ when it is separate
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Five: Lightening the Hamzah
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Moving, dropping and changing to a madd with its similar type wherever mentioned
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Such as a7nna there is lightening only and maybe the hamzah is dropped at times
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All this is brief and signalled its details are found in the books of the reciters
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Six: Idgham
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In one word or two if there enters a similar letter there is idgham
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But Abu ‘Amr in does not make idghdm except in the two stated places
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The Fourth Category: The Words, and it is Seven Topics

One and Two: Strange and Arabicised

Texts are used for strange words
Jisl 545 ptland) SIS
Awwabh, sijjil, and then kilfl
515 6 il 45

These and similar words, and most have
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and words like mishkah are arabicised
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likewise gistas which is justice
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rejected but some have accepted it
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Three: Metaphorical
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Such as abridging, removing, leaving the ending
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(90) Or a singular for a dual, and the animate

°
.~

X\
01\2
\

C?\‘""

556 3 )

15

singular as plural for one another
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for its opposite and vice versa
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The cause, context and repetition addition, advancing or delaying
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Four: Multiple Meanings

53 gler (A S s 3l U i 5
Qur’, wayl, nidd, mawla, and also tawwab, al-ghayy, present tense, ward
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Five: Synonyms
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From that is what has come such as insan and bashar in the clear Qur’an
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And yamm, bahr and likewise adhab rijsand rijz O the repenter
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Six: Similitude with no Likeness

SIEHSG o3 A1 sl Sl 235 (29
It is a similitude without the wording like death and like life
For the guided and the opposite, and like these two the stripping of the night
CWEH Y WAy
Seven: Similitude
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What shows a commonality in an issue similar to something else
&35 58 535 4isf e Gl s Ly
The condition here is the wording and this is often mentioned
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The Fifth Category: Meanings Related to Rulings, and it is Fourteen Topics

One: The Original Ruling

kst 2K g 45 V) %3

It is rare except His statement, ‘Allah is of everything knowing

oy JEata st el
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(100) And His statement, ‘He created you from a single soul’; so take his without doubt
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Two and Three: Specified General and the General which Refers to Specific

Ll Oyde 32 o Ll 52l g s

The first is common for the one who looks the second is like ‘they envy people’
2% 2 G 205 i
The first is actual and the second is metaphorical, the difference being
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The second is known by intellect but the first is known by the wording

18
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The second can be used to refer to one but the first cannot do this
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Four: What is Specified by the Sunnah
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Specified by the Sunnah has occurred so don’t go to those who said it doesn’t
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Its @had and others are equal tor araya has specified usury
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Five: When it Specifies the Sunnah
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It is rare, only four are found like the verse of wool or jizyah
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And prayers preserve them and workers have been added to them
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By the narration of what is severed it 1s specified, as is what comes next
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(110) By his statement, ‘I have been commanded to fight’
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The remainder specified by the prohibition
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Six: Ambigious
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What 1s unclear in its meaning
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for one who does not accept
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on prayer and zakah for the rich
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like gur’is clarified by the Sunnah

Seven: The Secondary Meaning
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From its primary meaning due to evidence
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such as Allah’s hand to the secondary
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Eight: The Understanding
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The intended understanding like uff
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Another is in the condition, goal, number
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The condition of the pregnant women
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To her husband before marrying another
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the news of the sinner in attribute
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the goal in the permissibility of marriage
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or eighty in number is exact

3y lath - e g 50

Nine and Ten: Unqualified and Qualified
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The unqualified is taken with the qualified
B ) g Y]

Like murder and zihar where it’s qualified
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it possible and takes its ruling too
in the first by a believer
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(120) Where not possible like the expiation of the month of fasting, the ruling is not the same
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Eleven and Twelve: What Abrogates and the Abrogated
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How many books they authored in this
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‘What abrogates comes after the abrogated

The verse of 7ddah, it is not allowed
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Abrogated can be the ruling or recitation
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famous in size and number
{T .2 % v‘\.;_’/ ° 4 E’/
AN E 2t NS N G/
in order except that which is known
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for women is authentic in narration
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or both such as the verse of suckling
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Thirteen and Fourteen: Temporary Rulings and Single Time Rulings
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Like the verse of najwa, which was not done
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It only remained for a short time
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since revealed except by ‘Ali
GG Eax 15 el

it is said, rather only ten days
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The Sixth Category: Meanings Attached to Words, and it is Six Topics:

One and Two: Disconnected and Connected

ol g L BN &5 gl Liadl
Disconnected and connected in meanings its study and from it is sought
Yoad Eis D155 a5 dyle i3y U3t Je
The first example 1s when they seclude to its end, as it is disconnected
35 LS e Bl 3 A s e Lix b
From what comes next, that is ‘Allah’ it is disconnected as you can see
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(130) Indeed, the pious are in bliss connected to the sinners in Hellfire
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Three, Four and Five: Brevity, Extra and Proportional
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for you is life in retribution, say as an example of brevity, likewise
3 s Jud) 3 & S 52 W
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The remainder of, the plotting of evil and the reward of completing it
6 sl s & e LY EU T T 32
And, ‘Did I not say to you’ extra these are a chapter in meanings
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Six: Exclusivity

® ¥ 9 _ s Ny I A T W
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A chapter in meaning just as ‘Muhammad is but a messenger’ is known
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Conclusion

It is Four Types: Names, Kunyahs, Titles and Unclear
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Ishaq, Yusuf, and Lut, ‘Isa Hud, and Salih, Shu‘ayb, Misa
S3haz 118208 S 4 R EITIETI
Harhin, Dawid, his son, Ayytb Dhul-Kifl, Yiinus and also Ya‘qub
) Ual fall el & 555 G AT
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Adam, Idris, Nah, Yahya
Zakariy3, and also Ism3‘1l
B Y 8
Har{it, Mariit, Jibra'il
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(140) Lugman, Tubba’, and also Talat

The kunyah of Abu Lahab
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Whose names was Iskander, Masih
8558 s 08 T
Fir‘awn who was Al-Walid, then the unknown
His faith, his name was Hizqil
Lo b O 11 K549

I.e. the one who hastened, Habib

25

)

Allsnad

Al-Yasa‘, Ibrahim, and also Ilya
e Ul 6355
with Muhammad is completion
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Qa‘id, Sijil, Mika'1l
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Iblis, Qartin and also Jalat
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likewise, Harin, meaning her brother
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then kunyahs‘Abdul-‘Uzz3
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and Dhul-Qarnayn, O repenter
Bl 3380 &5

‘Isa, so called for his flat feet
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from Pharaoh’s people who hid
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and the one pointed to in Y2 Sin
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and Yisha‘ ibn Ngn
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He was the servant of Miisa by the ship and the two mentioned in M3’idah
Lt £\ ilsg o B g LS
Kalib and Yasha‘, and the mother of Miisa her name was Ywhanidh, be saved
b 15 gl 2 g st Sl 30 A gh g
(150) The servant in Al-Kahf'is Al-Khadir and the one whose blood was permitted
AU 2hshy O 435 G Ssnisghy ol g3
The boy named Haysiir, and the king in the words, ‘behind them was a king’
S g Gl 3 il L tlal 32
Hudad, and the Messenger’s Companion in the cave, Al-Siddiq, the chosen
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Itfir the minister or Qitfir and the unclear are many therein
3-3;4/ < 5-*—;43\-; Las jvxgi\ sl ] 3155
This brings all these topics together so take them and learn
sk 2z (S5 S s o B8
Take them despite my shortcomings and don’t be jealous or deceived
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Unless you see a deficiency therein then correct it if you are able
1 oy o e S 5053 (e Eix5
Incumbent then after this is salutations upon the Prophet and his family
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(158) His companions and all his followers upon guidance until the Hour
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