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Usil al-Sunnah of Al-Humaydi
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The sunnah, in our view, is that a person must believe in the divine decree, the good of it and
the bad of it, the sweetness of it, and the bitterness of it. He must realise that what befalls
him would never have missed him, and what missed him would never have touched him, and

all of that is decreed by Allah, the Most High.
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And that belief consists of speech and action. It increases and decreases. Speech does not
benefit without action, nor do action or speech benefit without intention, nor do speech,

action, or intention benefit except with the Sunnah.
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Invoking mercy upon all of the companions of Muhammad (£%), for Allah says, “And those

who come after them say, ‘O our Lord, forgive us and our brethren who were our
predecessors in faith.””* Thus, one will not have belief except by seeking forgiveness for
them. Whoever insults or belittles them or even a single one of them, he is not upon the
Sunnah. And he has no right in the fay’ (spoils). More than one has informed us from Malik
ibn Anas that he said, “Allah divided the fay’ between “The poor emigrants, those who were
driven out of their homes”,? and then said, “And those who come after them say, ‘O our Lord
forgive us and our brethren.””” Whoever is not included in these verses is not from those for

whom there is fay’.

! Al-Hashr: 10
2 Al-Hashr: 8
% Al-Hashr: 10
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The Qur’an is the speech of Allah. I heard Sufyan say, “The Qur’an is the speech of Allah, and
whoever says it is created is an innovator. And we have not heard anyone saying this.” I

heard Sufyan say, “Faith is speech and action, it increases and decreases.”

His brother Ibrahim ibn ‘Uyaynah said to him, “O Abu Muhammad, do not say that it

decreases.” He became angry and said, “Be quiet O child, rather it decreases until there is

nothing left of it.”
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We affirm seeing Allah after death and [affirm] what is stated in the Qur’an and hadith such
as “The Jews say, ‘Allah’s Hand is chained,” and “And the heavens will be rolled up in His
Right Hand.” We also affirm what is similar to this from the Qur’an and hadith. We do not
add to it nor explain it. We stop where the Quran and Sunnah stop, and we say, “The Most

Merciful rose over the Throne”® (20:5). Whoever claims other than this is a denier and Jahmi.
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We do not say as the Khawarij do, “Whoever commits a major sin has committed disbelief.”
We do not declare a person a disbeliever because of a sin that they commit. Disbelief is only

in abandoning the five pillars concerning which Allah’s Messenger (&) said, “Islam is built

upon five: Bearing witness that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger, to establish the prayer, to give zakat, to fast in Ramadan,

and to make Hajj to the House.”

4 Al-Ma’idah: 64
5 Al-Zumar: 67
®TaHa: 5
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As for three, the one who abandons them is not worth disputing: the one who does not give
the testimony of faith, nor does he pray, nor does he fast. None of these are delayed from its
time nor does it suffice one to make them up after deliberately neglecting to perform them
at their time. As for zakah, whenever he pays it, it suffices him, but he is sinful for

withholding it.

As for Hajj, whoever it is obligatory upon and he is capable of performing it, it becomes
binding on him. However, it is not binding on him in that very year such that he has no other
choice. Whenever he performs it, he has fulfilled it, and he is not sinful in delaying it as he
would be in delaying zakah. This is because zakah is the right of the poor Muslims whom he

withheld from, and hence he is sinful until it reaches them.

As for Hajj, it is between him and his Lord; whenever he performs it, it is fulfilled. If he dies

while he had the ability to perform it, but did not do so, he will ask to be returned to this
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world to be able to perform Hajj. It then becomes an obligation upon his family to perform
Hajj on his behalf, and we hope that would fulfil it on his behalf, just as if he had a debt and

it was repaid on his behalf after he died.



