Al-Isnad

ol S

Certainty

Wl gl ol J2d-

lbn Abi Duny3 (d. 281 AH)



2

Al Isnad

bijl he, BAE e 3 ll Eaen 06, G G apoe, b W L a1y il

mg;;p&sjj:;;&‘a;éu:wJ}z;aﬂ;m@@d}m\;ug JM\‘;J:;L&“»;‘-J;

1. Abu Bakr stood a year after the death of Allah’s Messenger (££) and said, “The Prophet
(#) stood here a year ago and said,” he then began to cry and continued, “Be truthful
for it is with piety and together they are in Paradise. Beware of lying for it is with evil
and together they are in the Fire. Ask Allah for safety, for no one has been given
anything better after certainty than safety. Do not cut one another off or undermine

one another. Do not be envious of each other, but be slaves of Allah and brothers.”
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2. lbn ‘Umar said, “Rarely would Allah’s Messenger (2) stand from a gathering until he
made the following supplication, ‘O Allah, apportion to us such fear as should serve as
a barrier between us and acts of disobedience; and such obedience as will take us to

Your Jannah; and such as will make easy for us to bear in the calamities of this world.
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O Allah! let us enjoy our hearing and our sight as long as You keep us alive and allow
us to continue to benefit from it, and make our revenge restricted to those who
oppress us, and support us against those who are hostile to us let no misfortune afflict
our religion; let not worldly affairs be our principal concern, or the ultimate limit of

our knowledge, and let not those rule over us who do not show mercy to us.”
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said, “The first of this ummah
will be saved through certainty and abstinence, and the latter part of this ummah will

be destroyed through stinginess and longing.”
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‘Al said, “Certainty has four branches; deep understanding, strong knowledge, good
judgement and much forbearance. Whoever has understanding can explain the
beauty of knowledge, and whoever can explain the beauty of knowledge will know the
rulings, and whoever knows rulings will have forbearance and will not transgress and

will be from the people.”
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5. Abu Bakr ibn Ab1 Maryam narrated that the scholars said, “Nothing rarer than

certainty came to earth, nor do people have anything as rare as forbearance.”
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6. Abu Yazid al-Madini narrated that Abu Bakr would often make the following

supplication, “O Allah, grant me faith, certainty, safety and sincerity.”
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7. Khalid ibn Ma‘dan said, “Learn certainty like you learn the Qur’an until you know it,

for I learn it.”
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8. Abu-Darda’ said, “How lovely is the sleep of the those who rest and their eating. How

they frown upon the waking of the foolish and their fasting. A seed of grain from the
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person of piety and certainty is better, heavier and greater than mountains of worship

by strangers.”
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9. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£) said, “What | fear for my nation is

a lack of certainty.”
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10. ‘Ali said, “Certainty has four branches; sharp insight, understanding wisdom,
remembering lessons and the path of those who preceded. Whoever has sharp insight
will understand wisdom, and whoever understands wisdom will know lessons, and

whoever knows lessons is as if they are from those who preceded.”
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11. Bakr ibn ‘Abdillah al-Muzani said, “The Disciples lost ‘Isa so were told to go towards
the sea. They went to search for him, and went they reached the sea, they saw him
walking on water, riding its waves. He was wearing a robe, half on his upper body and
half on his lower body until he reached them. Some of them — Abu Hilal said, ‘I think
it was the best of them’ — said to him, ‘Shall | not come to you, O Prophet of Allah?’
He replied, ‘Yes.” He placed one foot in the water and then tried to put the other in
and said, ‘l am drowning O Prophet of Allah.’ He replied, ‘Give me your hand O one of

lowly faith. If the child of Adam had a strain of certainty, they could walk on water.””
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12. Abus-Sariyy al-Bahili said, “It used to be said that being conscientious in your actions
breeds reflection, and reflection leads to lessons, lessons bring determination,

determination leads to resolve, resolve breeds certainty, certainty leads to

contentment, contentment bring love and love brings longing to meet.”
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13. Al-Hasan narrated that Allah’s Messenger (:£) said, “No one has been given in this
world anything better than certainty and safety, so ask Allah for them.” Al-Hasan said,
“Allah’s Messenger (%) was truthful. It is due to certainty that one seeks Paradise and
flees from the Fire. With certainty were the obligations legislated. Due to certainty,
does one remain steadfast upon the truth. In safety from Allah there is much good. By

Allah, we have seen people gather when safe and then disperse when afflicted with

hardship.”
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14. Qatadah said that Lugman advised his son saying, “O my son, patience upon hardship
is from having good certainty. Every action has its epitome and completeness, and the

epitome of worship is wara“and certainty.”
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15. Yinus ibn Halbas would say in his supplication, “O Allah, | ask You for resolve in ease,
strength in my religion, faith with certainty, energy in guidance, piety in steadfastness

and lawful income.”
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16. Al-Hasan said, “No one has true certainty in Paradise and Hellfire except that they will

fear and tremble, be humble and upright, and refrain until death comes.”

17. Al-Mughitrah ibn Habib said, “A man saw ‘Abdullah ibn Ghalib in his dream and asked
him, ‘O Abu Firas, how did you do?’ He replied, ‘Good.” He asked him, ‘What was your
destination?’ He replied, ‘Paradise.” He then said to him, ‘By having true certainty and

long night prayer.””
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18. Masa ibn ‘1sa said, “Hudhayfah al-Mar‘ashi, Sulayman al-Khawwas and Yasuf ibn Asbat
gathered together and spoke about poverty and wealth. Sulayman remained quiet.
One of them said, ‘The wealthy one is he who has a house to live in, clothes to wear
and enough food which will suffice him.” Another said, ‘The wealthy one is the one
who has no need of others.” Sulayman was asked what he thought. He began to cry

and said, ‘I think all wealth can be found in trust, and all evil can be found in despair.
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The one who is truly rich is the one to whom Allah grant certainty in their heart, and
through his knowledge trust, and is content with what He has provided to him. He is

the one who is truly rich, even if he sleeps hungry and awakes lacking.” Everyone else

cried at his words.”
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19. Salim said in his commentary of the verse, “Worship your Lord until certainty comes

to you.” He said, “It is death.”
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20. Some wise people said, “It is due to a lack of certainty that deficiency enters, and with
strong certainty and true seeking comes seriousness and hard work. With true fear

does the soul leave its desires.”
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21. Qays ibn Muslim al-Jadalt said, “/Ata’ al-Khurasani would say before leaving his sitting,
‘O Allah, grant us certainty in You that will lessen all of the hardships of this world, and
until we know that nothing except that which You have decreed will take place, and

that the only provision which will come to us is that which You have decreed.””
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22. Yahya ibn AbT Kathir narrated that Allah’s Messenger (2) said, “Nobility is piety,
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honour is humbleness and certainty is contentment.”
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23. ‘Abdullah said, “Ease and happiness are found in certainty and contentment. Anxiety

and worry are from doubt and unhappiness.”
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24. Malik ibn Dinar said, “Bear witness that my certainty is my guide.”
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25. A man said, “l was travelling at night and there was a man behind me that | thought
was Ahnaf. | heard him saying, ‘O Allah, grant me certainty that will lessen for me the

hardships of this world.””
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26. Al-‘Al3’ ibn ‘Utbah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (2£) said, “O Allah, | ask You for
faith that touches my heart, and certainty that allows me to know that none can
prevent provision for me that You have given, and contentment in my living that You

have provided for me.”
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27. ‘Ubaydullah ibn Ja‘far said, “A man became ill and was unable to eat and sleep. One
night as he lay awake, he heard a sound in his room, he made out words and
understood them, he repeated them and was cured, ‘O Allah, | am Your servant and
pray to You, cure my body, place certainty in my heart and light in my eyes, gratitude
in my chest and Your remembrance upon my tongue by day and night, as long as You

I ”nm

give me life. Provide for me a provision that is neither obstructed or unlawful.
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28. ‘Awn ibn Abdillah narrated that Lugman said to his son, “Faith is seven realities and
each reality has its own realities; certainty, fear, knowledge, guidance, action,
reflection and wara’. The reality of certainty is patience. The reality of fear is
obedience. The reality of knowledge is faith. The reality of guidance is insight. The
reality of action is sincerity. The reality of reflection is awareness, and the reality of

wara‘is modesty.”
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29. ‘Awn ibn Khalid narrated that he found in some of his father’s writings, “Adam prayed
two rak‘ahs by the Yemeni corner and said, ‘O Allah, | ask You for faith that touches
my heart, true certainty that allows me to know that only that which You decree
happens to me, and make me content with You provision.” Allah revealed to him, ‘O
Adam, | have made it incumbent upon Myself that whoever makes this supplication
from your descendants will be granted what he desires and saved from what he
dislikes. | will remove from him longing of this world and poverty and fill him with

wisdom.””
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30. Al-Hasan said that Lugman said to his son, “O my son, actions are not possible without
certainty. Whoever lacks in certainty will lack in action.” Lugman also said to his son,
“O my son, If Satan attacks you with confusion and doubt, then repel him with
certainty and confidence. If he attacks you with laziness and boredom, then repel him
with remembering the grave and squeeze. If he attacks you with hope and fear, then

inform him that this life is enjoyment and abandonment.”
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31. Ammar ibn Yasir said, “Death is sufficient as a reminder. Certainty is sufficient as

contentment. Worship is sufficient to keep one busy.”
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32. lIbn Mas’ud said, “Certainty is to not please the people by angering Allah, to not praise
others for Allah’s provision, to not blame others for the provision Allah withheld from
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you. Provision is not attained by eagerness not prevented by someone’s dislike of it.
Allah, by His justice, wisdom and forbearance placed happiness and ease in certainty

and being pleased, and placed worry and sadness in doubt and displeasure.”
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33. Al-Hasan said, “From the signs of a Muslim is strength in religion, resolve in ease, faith
in certainty, forbearance in knowledge, sharpness in provision, spending in truth,
balance in wealth, adornment in poverty, excellence in ability, obedience with advice,
abstinence in hoping, modesty in hardship, patience in difficulty. He is not lowered by
his hopes, fouled by his speech, transgressive in his sight, overcome by his private
parts. He does not go with this desires, exposed by his stomach, humbled by his
eagerness or has shortcomings in his intention.”

34. Al-Hasan said, “O son of Adam, from a lack of certainty is that you trust more in what
you hold than that which Allah holds.”
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35. Amr ibn Qays said, “A righteous man from the tabi’un by the name of Zayd al-A'sam
once came upon a bag whilst he was praying. He looked inside and saw therein, ‘O
Allah, | ask You for the certainty of the truthful, the truthfulness of the certain, the
actions of the obedient, the fear of the people of action, the worship of the fearful,
the attentiveness of the worshippers, the repentance of the chosen, the humbleness
of the repentant, and that by Your mercy, | am with the living who are provided for.”
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36. Bilal ibn Sa'd said in his reminder, “O servants of the Most Gracious, know that you
perform deeds in short days for longer days, in a temporary abode for a permanent
one, in a place of sadness and toil for a place of blessing and eternity. Whoever does
not act with certainty should not try.”
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37. Bilal ibn Sa'd said, “It is as if we are people who do not understand or have certainty.”
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38. Bilal ibn Sa'd said, “O servants of the Most Gracious, that which Allah entrusted you
with, you are misplacing, and what He guaranteed, you seek. This is not the description
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of Allah’s certain servants. Are you intelligent in seeking this world but dumb in what
you were created for? Just as you seek Allah’s mercy through acts of obedience, then

also fear Allah’s punishment when you transgress in sin.”
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39. Abdul-Wahid ibn Zayd said that he was with his companions when they passed by a
monk in his monastery. He said to them, “Wait here so that | can speak to him.” | came
to him and he said to me, “O Abdul-Wahid, if you want to have certain knowledge,
then place a wall of iron between you and the desires of this world.”
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40. Fudayl ibn lyad said, “’Isa was asked, ‘How do you walk on water?’ He replied, ‘With
faith and certainty.’ They asked, ‘What if we too believe as you do and have certainty
as you do?’ He replied, ‘You can also walk.” They walked with him until a wave
appeared and they began to sink. He asked them, “What’s wrong?’ They said, ‘We fear
the wave.’ He said, ‘You should fear the Lord of the wave.” He took them out and then
struck the ground with his hands, taking two handfuls and opened his hands. In one
hand was gold and in the other was earth. He asked them, ‘Which of these two is more
pleasing to your hearts?’ They replied, ‘The gold.’ He said, ‘To me they are the same.””
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41. Ali said to his son Al-Hasan, “What is the distance between faith and certainty?” He
replied, “Four fingers.” He told him to explain this so he replied, “Certainty is what
your eyes see, and faith is what you hear and believe.” Ali replied, “I bear witness that
you are who you are from, the descendants of one line.”
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42. Al-Hasan said, “I have never seen certainty in which there is no doubt closer to the
doubt in which there is no certainty, then this affair of ours.”
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43. Ishaq ibn Suwayd said, “A man was supplicating in poetry and said:
| and the One who created the heavens
In levels and created me

| supplicate and my hands move
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When | supplicate and He forgets not
With a certain heart

For the one | supplicate to sees me
He sees and hears what | say

If | am certain, He will suffice me
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