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1. Thawban narrated, “I once witnessed a gathering with Allah’s Messenger (%) and he said,
‘Glad tidings are for the sincere. They are the lights of guidance by which every dark trial is

"

removed.
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2. Abu ‘Ubayd al-Niyaji said, “Five attributes complete an action - faith - which is to know
Allah - to know the truth, sincerity for Allah’s sake, action in accordance with the Sunnah
and halal food. If one of these is missing, an action is not raised. If you know Allah but don’t
know the truth; you don’t benefit. If you know the truth but don’t know Allah; you don’t
benefit. If you know Allah and the truth but have no sincerity; you don’t benefit. If you know
Allah and the truth, and have sincerity but are not upon the Sunnah; you don’t benefit. If you

have all the previous four but do not consume halal; you don’t benefit.”
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3. Ar-Rabi' ibn Anas said, “The sign of religiosity is sincerity for Allah’s sake, and the sign of

knowledge is fear of Allah.”
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4. Abu Thumamah narrated that the disciples said to ‘Is3, “What is sincerity for Allah’s sake?”

13

He replied, “To perform an action and not want anyone to praise it.” They asked, “Who is
sincere for Allah’s sake?” He replied, “The one who begins with Allah’s rights before the
rights of the people, if he has two choices, one for the world and the other for the hereafter,

he chooses for Allah before the world.”
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5. ‘Ata ibn al-Sa’ib said that it reached him that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib said, “A righteous deed is

the one that you want no thanks for except from Allah.”
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6. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib said, “Actions do not decrease with piety, and how can that which is

accepted decrease?”
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7. Hamzah, one of the sons of Ibn Mas‘ud said, “Glad tidings are for the one who is sincere in
his worship and supplications to Allah, the one whose heart is not distracted by his eyes, who

does not forget to remember Allah because of what he hears, and is not saddened by what

others receive.”
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8. ‘Abdul-Wahid ibn Zayd said, “Acceptance is connected with sincerity, there is no

separation between the two.”
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9. Muhammad ibn al-Walid narrated that ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz passed by a man who was

M ¢

playing with pebbles in his hand whilst saying, “O Allah, marry me to the Hiir al-‘Iyn.” ‘Umar
said, “What a terrible suitor you are. You should have thrown the pebbles away and been

sincere in your du‘a’ to Allah.”
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10. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib said, “Be more concerned about the acceptance of a deed than the deed

itself. Did you not hear Allah say, ‘Indeed, Allah only accepts from the pious.”
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11. Ibrahim said, “A person will do something good in the eyes of the people, or an action for
other than Allah, and he will have hate and shame from the people and be shameful. A person

will do something people dislike but loved by Allah, and he will have love and good from the

people.”
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12. Muhammad ibn Wasi* said, “If a person turns their heart towards Allah, Allah will turn

the hearts of all of His slaves towards him.”
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13. ‘Abdul-Malik ibn ‘Attab said, “I saw ‘Amir ibn ‘Abd-Qays in a dream and asked him, ‘Which

deed of yours did you find to be best?” He replied, ‘That which was done only for Allah.”
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14, Abu Hazim said, “When the internal is rectified, the major sins are forgiven. When the

slave decides to leave sin, victories will come.”
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15. A freed slave of Ibn Muhayriz said, “I entered with Ibn Muhayriz the store of a cloth

merchant to buy from him. The merchant raised the price as he didn’t recognise him. So I
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signalled to him that this is Ibn Muhayriz. Ibn Muhayriz said, “Let us go, for we purchase

with our money and not our religion.”
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16. Al-Madda’ ibn ‘Isa said, “Sulayman al-Khawwas passed by Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham whilst the
latter was with a group of people who were honouring him and said, “This is good, O Abu

Ibrahim so long as it is not a prize for your religion.”
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17. Yahya ibn Abi Kathir said, “An angel ascends with joy raising a deed, but when it reaches

m

its Lord, he says, ‘Place it in the register of evil for I was not intended by it.
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18. Damrah ibn Habib narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£) said, “The angels raise the actions
of a slave, believing it to be abundant and pure until they reach to wherever Allah will of His
dominion. He says, ‘You are the recorders of my slave’s actions but I am the Knower of what
is within him. This slave was not sincere in his action so place it in the register of evil.”” He
then said, “The angels raise the actions of a slave, believing it to be little and insignificant
until they reach to wherever Allah wills of His dominion. He says, ‘You are the recorders of
my slave’s actions but I am the Knower of what is within him. Multiply this action and place
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it in the register of the noble.
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19. Muhammad ibn Abi Mansiir narrated that a worshipper from the Children of Israel
worshipped Allah for forty years in a hidden place. The angels would raise his actions to the
heavens but they would be rejected. The angels said, “By Your Might, we would bring to You

deeds that are hidden.” Allah said, “You have spoken true My angels, but he likes people to

know where he is.”
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20. Fadalah ibn ‘Ubayd said, “That I should know that Allah has accepted from me even a
mustards seed is more beloved to me than the world and all that it contains, for Allah says,

‘Indeed, Allah only accepts from the pious.”

yJu W\yfdywluoco) uwu» ch u;v,}-)\wgv\;-
8 5,55 W ke sy 06 3 G sl ol
21. ‘At2’ as-Sulaymi was asked, “What is being careful?” He replied, “Fearing that your

actions are not for Allah.”
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22. Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said commentating on the verse, “to test you to see which one of you is
best in deed.” He said, “Most sincere and correct. If an action is sincere but incorrect it is not

accepted. If it is correct but insincere it is not accepted. It must be both sincere and correct.

Sincere is that which is for Allah and correct is that which follows the Sunnah.”
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23.‘Ali ibn Abi Talib said, “Whoever’s external state is better than their internal one will have
a light scale on the Day of Judgement, and whoever’s internal state is better than their

external state will have a heavy scale on the Day of Judgement.”
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24, Zubayd said, “Whosoever’s internal state is better than their external state is virtuous,
and whoever’s two states are equal is neutral, and whoever’s internal state is less than their

external state is oppressive.”
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25. Ma‘qil ibn ‘Ubaydillah al-Jazari said, “When the scholars would meet they would advise
one another with the following words, and when they were absent they would write these

words to each other: Whoever rectifies their internal state, Allah will rectify their external

state. Whoever rectifies their relationship with Allah, Allah will suffice their relationship

10



2

Al Isnai

with the people. Whoever concentrates on the hereafter, Allah will suffice them in this

world.”
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26. Bilal ibn Sa‘d said, “Do not be an ally of Allah in public, and His enemy in secret.”
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27. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz said, “O those who seek to veil themselves. Know that with Allah

all will be exposed. Allah says, ‘By Your Lord we shall surely question them all. About that

which they did.”

G335 Y U s o3 O asn 06 et p A Bl gt s
550 Sy dphasd MO ekt (il 15
28. Bilal ibn Sa‘d said, “Do not be two faced and double tongued; you show one thing to be

praised by people and your heart is evil.”
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29. A-RabT" said, “Al-Hasan was one day giving a reminder and a man wept. Al-Hasan said,

M

‘Allah will ask you on the Day of Judgement what you intended by that.
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30. Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said, “The best of deeds is the hidden one, it is protected from Satan and

further away from showing off.”
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31. Rakb al-Misri narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “Glad tidings are for the one

whose income is pure, their heart is clean, their external state is noble and they prevent their

harm from others.”
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32. ‘Asim said, “Abu Wa'il would cry when alone. I heard him once say in prostration, ‘My

Lord forgive me and pardon me. My Lord, if You pardon me, You pardon from Your grace,
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and if You punish me, You do so without oppression.” He would then cry like the bereaved,

but if you were to offer him the world to cry in public, he would never do so.”
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33. Hilal ibn Yasaf said, “I heard that ‘Isa ibn Maryam would say, ‘If one of you chooses to fast
then let them oil their beard and wipe it over their lips so that it does not appear that he is
fasting. If one of you gives charity with his right hand, then hide it from your left hand. If he

prays in his house then let him draw the curtains, for indeed Allah distributes praise just as

He distributes provision.”
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34. Abu Hazim said, “The internal is more likely to influence the external that the other way

round, and actions are more likely to influence speech that the other way round.”
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35. Ma‘mar said, “A man once cried next to Al-Hasan so he said, ‘One of them would cry next

to his companion and he wouldn’t notice.”
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36. Muhammad ibn Wasi‘ said, “I met people, one of them would be lying on a pillow next to
his wife, and the area below his cheeks would be moist with his tears, but she would not

realise. By Allah, I met people, one of them would stand in the row and tears would be

streaming down his cheeks, and the person next to him would not realise.”
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37. Abu Tayyah said, “A man would have been worshipping for twenty years, and his

neighbour would not know.”
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38. ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdillah said, “Piety was not seen in ‘Umar or Ibn ‘Umar until they spoke

or acted.”
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39. Al-Hasan said, “A man would be worshipping for twenty years without his neighbour

knowing.” Hammad said, “Perhaps one of you will worship the night or for part of it, and by

the morning his neighbour will know.”
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40. Al-Hasan said, “A man would have others around him and they would be reminding one
another. One of them would be about to cry but he would force it back, then again he would
be about to cry and would force it back, and yet again he would be about to cry and would

force it back. If he feared he would be overcome, he would leave.”

:0
(=
C:;.\

w—
C
g
b
-
(o

i
(\n

e

41. Hammad ibn Zayd said, “Ayyiib once cried and spoke over it saying, ‘Perhaps this cold has
overcome me’. He cried another time and we sought to understand why so he said, ‘An

elderly man cannot control his emotions with old age.””
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42. Abus-Salil said that he would sometimes be speaking or reading and would want to cry,

but would force it into laughter.
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43. Kahmas ibn al-Hasan narrated from some of his companions that a man was breathing

heavily next to ‘Umar, as if he was sad, so ‘Umar hit or struck him.

44. Al-Hasan was speaking or reminding one day, so a man began to breathe heavily crying.
Al-Hasan said, “If this is for Allah’s sake then you have exposed yourself, and if it is for other

than Allah, you are destroyed.”
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45, Al-Hasan said, “A man would have guests, and would pray a long prayer or most of the

night and his guests would not know.”
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46. Al-Hasan said, “A man would have a time for private prayer. He would instruct his family

that if anyone comes asking for me, tell them that I am busy with something.”
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47. ‘Abdul-Mu’'min Abu ‘Abdullah said, “Hassan ibn Abi Sinan would have a curtain in his
shop. He would take out his money pouch and spread out his coins. He would then ask his
servant to sit by the door and say, ‘If you see someone approaching, tell me.” He would then
pray, and if a man came towards him, his servant would alert him and he would sit as if he

was counting.”
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48. Hassan ibn Abi Sinan would attend the mosque of Malik ibn Dinar. As Malik spoke, Hassan

would cry until his tears would falling before him, but no sound could be heard from him.
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49. Hassan ibn Abi Sinan would purchase a man and his whole family and then set them free.

He would meet them nor allow them to know who he was.
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50. Miisa ibn Yasar said, “I accompanied Muhammad ibn Wasi‘ from Makkah to Basrah. He
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would pray the whole night in his coach, sitting and bending. He would ask the cameleer to

sit behind him raising his voice so that no one would hear him.”
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51. Muhammad ibn Wasi‘ said, “A man would have been crying for twenty years and his wife

would not know.”
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Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz spoke one day and he had some of his
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52. Maymiin ibn Mihran said,
brothers around him. His words and reminder was moving. He then looked towards someone
and he was crying so he stopped crying. I said, ‘O leader of the believers, continue speaking
for I hope that Allah will bless the one who hears you.” He replied, ‘Go away for words are a

M

trial, and actions are more befitting for the believer than words.
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53. Ibrahim said, “They used to dislike that if they gathered, that someone should mention

the best of what they have.”
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54. As-Sariyy ibn Yahya said, "‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz gave a sermon. He praised Allah and
then was unable to continue so said, 'O people, rectify your hereafter and Allah will rectify
this world for you. Rectify your internal state and Allah will rectify for you your external
state. By Allah, there is not between a person and Adam a father except that he died without

doubt, as one says: no doubt generous, so in this too there is no doubt.
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55. Abul-‘Aliyah said, “The Companions of Allah’s Messenger (%) gathered and said to me, ‘O
Abul-‘Aliyah, don’t do anything for other than Allah’s sake, for then Allah will entrust your

reward to them. O Abul-‘Aliyah, don’t trust in other than Allah, lest Allah entrust you to

them.”
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56. Ibn Muhayriz said, “Umar ibn al-Khattab was invited to a dinner. After eating and upon

leaving, he said, ‘I wished that I hadn’t attended.” They asked, ‘Why, O leader of the

believers?” He replied, ‘I think the host only did this to show off.””
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