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In the two Sahihs, Anas ibn Malik narrated, “The Prophet (%) was riding with Mu‘adh behind
him. He said, ‘O Mu‘adh.” He replied, ‘I am here and ready O Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘O
Mu‘adh.” He replied, ‘1 am here and ready O Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘O Mu‘adh.” He
replied, ‘T am here and ready O Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘There is no person who testifies
that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and Muhammad is His slave and
messenger, except that Allah will forbid the Fire for him.” He asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
shall I not inform the people that they may rejoice?” He replied, ‘No, for then they will rely
upon this.” So Mu‘adh narrated this before his death out of fear of sin.”

In the two Sahihs, ‘Itban ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet () said, “Allah has made the
Fire impermissible upon the one who testifies that none has the right to be worshipped

except Allah, seeking by that Allah’s Face.”

In Sahih Muslim, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah or Abu Sa‘id - with doubt - that they were
with the Prophet (¥) in the Battle of Tabiik and were struck with hunger. The Prophet ()
called for a leather mat and spread it out. He then asked for their left over food, so a man
would bring a handful of grain, and another with a handful of dates and another with a piece
of bread, until there was gathered on the mat a small quantity. The Prophet (%) invoked
blessings on it and then said, ‘Fill your utensils with it.” They took and filled their utensils
until no utensil in the camp was left empty. They then ate until they were full and there were
still leftovers. The Prophet (%) said, ‘I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah and that I am Allah’s Messenger. No one will meet Allah, not doubting in these two

statements and then be prevented from Paradise.”

In the two Sahihs, on the authority of Abu Dharr that the Prophet (¥) said, “No person
testifies that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and then dies upon that
except that they will enter Paradise.” I asked, “Even if they fornicate and steal?” He replied,
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“Even if they fornicate and steal.” This was repeated three times. He then said on the fourth

time, “Despite the nose of Abu Dharr.” Abu Dharr left saying, “Despite the nose of Abu Dharr.”

In Sahih Muslim, on the authority of ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit that he said at the time of his death,
“I heard Allah’s Messenger () say, ‘Whoever testifies that none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger, Allah will forbid for
them the Fire.”

In the two Sahihs, on the authority of ‘Ubadah that the Prophet (%) said, “Whoever testifies
that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is Allah’s
Messenger and slave, that ‘Isa is Allah’s Messenger and slave and His word that was blown
into Maryam and His spirit, that Paradise and Hellfire are true, will be entered by Allah into

Paradise irrespective of his actions.”

There are many narrations similar to these that are too many to mention here.

s oW 1as Euslss

@ s

eI ﬁwwc@w&;)\ cu.syguu;wb@\ 2 O o

% A oa %
b4 <

QL 05 e 5ab 15 L s Vg L 2l g a5 (el e Jﬁwiﬁ@

(K

\

MCMMf‘}}d}\MjCMjJ\//w\J dh:f‘}}ujwjbbjj S/T L} Sl

e o e g L0 Y 2 o

&

\

CoR3 oy Leg &y ) ‘>J\ cd\ Ny 1 JG o egrn e o2y A QT S Wi 3y

»iolol G S5 -|5 dla
@MJB&JT‘%Q#‘&F@M MM‘MijU\Q;D; T /d@\j
sy Geadgl slab e S Gl AL eV B 6 LV B 15 G ey s

e il g (Gl 1By Oy 7



&)

Al Isnai

J‘w\« Jj

&

0 o 22N Bas gies: (Dol Y- b

A\ —
vl
N
C_

EAN

S

N

»»abl
The narrations in this regard are of two types:

The first: narrations that state that whoever makes the two testimonies will enter Paradise
or not be prevented from it. This is clear, for no person who has sincere tawhid will enter the
Fire permanently. Such a person may enter Paradise and not be prevented from it once the

Fire has cleansed them of their sins.

The narration of Abu Dharr means that fornication and theft do not prevent entrance into
Paradise if there is tawhid. This is true without doubt, but it does not mean that they will

never be punished.

In the Musnad Al-Bazzar, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah, “Whoever states that none has
the right to be worshipped except Allah, it will benefit him one day, in spite of what may
happen to him beforehand.”

The second: narrations that state that he will be forbidden upon the Fire. Some understood
this to refer to eternity therein or the Fire in which there is eternity, and that is the Fire
apart from its highest level. The highest will contain many of the sinful believers, who will

then leave due to the intercessions of the intercessors and the mercy of the Most Merciful.

In the two Sahihs that Allah says, “By My Might and Honour, I will remove from the Fire the
one who says that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”
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A group of scholars stated that the meaning of this narration, is that the testimony of tawhid
is the reason for entry into Paradise and safety from the Fire and necessitates this. However,
this is only fully realised when all the conditions are met and the all the obstacles removed.
It may not be fully achieved is a condition is missing or an obstacle present. This is the view

of Al-Hasan and Wahab ibn Munabbih, and is the clearer view.

Al-Hasan asked Al-Farazdaq on the day he was burying his wife, “What have you prepared
for such a day?” He replied, “The testimony of tawhid for seventy years.” Al-Hasan said, “Yes,

but the statement of tawhid has conditions, so beware of slandering a chaste woman.”
It’s also reported that he said to Al-Farazdaq, “This is the pillar so where are the ropes?”

It was said to Al-Hasan, “People state that whoever says the statement of tawhid will enter
Paradise?” He replied, “Whoever says the statement of tawhid, and fulfils its rights and

obligations will enter Paradise.”

Wahab ibn Munabbih said in response to the one who asked, “Is not the statement of tawhid
the key to Paradise?” He said, “Yes, but every key has teeth, so if you bring the key with the

correct teeth, it will open, otherwise it will not.”

This narration that they key to Paradise is the statement of tawhid, has been collected by
Imam Ahmad with a broken chain on the authority of Mu‘adh that Allah’s Messenger ()
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said, “If the people of Yemen ask you concerning the key to Paradise, then inform them that

it is ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.””
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That which also shows the correctness of this view, is that the Prophet (¥) in many
narrations made entry into Paradise conditional upon righteous deeds. In the two Sahihs on
the authority of Abu Ayyib that a man said, “O Messenger of Allah, inform me of an action
that will gain me admittance into Paradise.” He replied, “Worship Allah alone and don’t
associate any in worship besides Him, establish the prayer, give the zakah and join the ties of

kinship.”

In Sahih Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that a man asked, “O Messenger of Allah,
guide me to an action that will grant me Paradise.” He replied, “Worship Allah alone and
don’t associate any in worship besides Him, establish the obligatory prayer, give the
mandatory zakah and fast Ramadan.” The man said, “By the One in whose Hand is my soul, I
will not increase or decrease in this.” The Prophet (¥) said, “Whoever is pleased to see a man

from Paradise, then let him look at this man.”
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In the Musnad on the authority of Bashir ibn al-Khasasiyah, “I came to the Prophet (%) to give
him my pledge of allegiance. He said that it was conditional upon worshipping none except
Allah and believing that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger, establishing the prayer,
giving zakah, performing the obligatory Hajj and fasting Ramadan, and performing jihad for
Allah’s sake. I'said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, two of these I cannot do: jihad and charity.
They claim that whoever flees will incur Allah’s wrath and I fear that at the time by soul will
waver and I'll dislike death. As for charity, then by Allah I only possess a small sheep and a
few camels that are for my family’s affairs.” The Prophet (%) withheld his hand and shook it
saying, ‘No jihad and charity. Then with what will you enter Paradise?’ I replied, ‘O Messenger
of Allah, T accept.” So I gave him my pledge based on all of the conditions.”

In this narration we see that jihad and charity were conditions for him entering Paradise

alongside tawhid, prayer, fasting and Hajj.
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This is similar to the statement of the Prophet (%), “I have been commanded to fight the
people until they declare that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger.” ‘Umar and some of the Companions understood this to
mean that whoever makes this testimony will not be subject to the punishments of this
world, simply by saying it. This is why they didn’t fight those who refused to pay zakah. Abu
Bakr understood it to mean that it only safeguards someone if they fulfil its conditions,
because the Prophet (%) said, “If they say this then their blood and wealth is safe except for
its due rights, and their accounting will be with Allah.” Abu Bakr said that zakah is the right
of wealth.

This understanding of Abu Bakr has been narrated explicitly from a number of Companions
such as Ibn ‘Umar, Anas and others that the Prophet (3) said, “I have been commanded to
fight the people until they declare that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and
that Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger, establish the prayer and give zakah.”
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This is further supported by the verse “If they repent, establish the prayer and give zakah,
then leave them on their way.” [Al-Tawbah: 5] And the verse, “If they repent, establish the
prayer and give zakdh, then they are your brothers in faith.” [Al0Tawbah: 11] Brotherhood in
faith only happens when the obligations are fulfilled alongside tawhid, for repentance from

shirk cannot happen except with tawhid.

When Abu Bakr explained this, the other Companions deferred to his position and agreed
with him.

Therefore, if it is known that the worldly punishment will not be removed simply by uttering
the testimony of faith, but that one can be punished for withholding one of the rights of

Islam, then likewise the same is for the punishment of the Hereafter.
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A group of scholars stated that the first narrations and similar ones were said before the

revelation of obligations and punishments. This was the position of Al-Zuhri and Al-Thawri

and others, This is far-fetched, for many of these statement occurred in Madinah and after

10
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the revelation of obligations and punishments. Some of these narrations are from the Battle

of Tabiik which was towards the end of the life of the Prophet (:).

Some of these scholars then said that these narrations are abrogated, and others said that
they are not abrogated but conditions were added. This then leads to the discussion of
whether or not an addition to an earlier text is abrogation? The difference on this between

the scholars of Usil is well known.

Al-Thawri and others explicitly said that these narrations are abrogated by the later
obligations and punishments. They may intend by ‘abrogation’ clarification and explanation,
for the Salaf used to call this abrogation. What they meant was that the verses of obligations
and punishments clarified that entrance to Paradise and safety from the Fire depends on
performing obligations and avoiding prohibitions. In this way, the narrations are abrogated
as in clarified and explained, and the verses of obligations and punishments abrogate as in

clarify and explain this.
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Another group of scholars said that these narrations are general and have been specified by
other narrations. In some it is said, “Whoever says none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah with sincerity”, in others, “with certainty”, in others, “his heart agrees with his
tongue”, in others, “he says it truthfully from his heart”, in others, “his tongue submits to it

and his heart is content with it”; all indicate actions of the heart in fulfilling the testimony

of faith.

The fulfilment of ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’, is that the heart seeks

none other than Allah, in love, hope, fear, trust, help, humility, repentance and asking.

The fulfilment of ‘Muhammad is His Messenger’, is that one does not worship Allah with

anything other than what was brought by Muhammad ().

This meaning is explicitly mentioned I the narration, “Whoever says, ‘none has the right to
be worshipped except Allah’ with sincerity will enter Paradise. He was asked, ‘What is
sincerity in this O Messenger of Allah’. He replied, ‘That it prevents you from what Allah has
forbidden you from.” This is narrated by Anas ibn Malik and Zayd ibn Arqam but the chains

are weak, and also as a mursal narration of Al-Hasan.
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The attainment of this and its explanation is that to say, ‘none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah’, necessitates that he has no god besides Allah. A god is one that is obeyed and
not disobeyed out of reverence and respect, love, fear, hope, trust, asking and supplication,

and this is not befitting except for Allah.

Whoever associates a creation in any of these exclusive divine rights has deficiency in their
sincerity of ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’. Their tawhid is deficient, and
he has what he has of the portion of worshipping that creation, and all of this is from the

branches of shirk.

This is why the label of shirk and kufr is given to many sins that emanate from obeying other
than Allah, or fearing and hoping in other than Him, or trusting in and acting for other than
Him. This is why showing off is called shirk, as is taking an oath by other than Allah, trusting
and relying upon other than Allah, and making the will of Allah and some of His creation
equal, such as by saying, ‘What Allah wills and so and so wills’, or saying, ‘I have no one except

Allah and you’.

Similar to this is anything which diminishes trust in Allah and His divine ability to benefit
and harm, such as omens, disliked incantations and going to fortune tellers and believing

them.

Likewise, following one’s desires in Allah’s disobedience also diminishes the completion of
tawhid. For this reason, the shari‘ah labels actions that emanate as a result of following desires
as kufr and shirk. This includes killing a Muslim, having relations with a menstruating woman
or anal sex and drinking alcohol for the fourth time, although none of these take a person

outside of the fold of Islam. The Salaf called this lesser kufr and lesser shirk.

Allah calls following desires as taking a god, “Think of the one who has taken his own desires
as a god.” Al-Hasan said, “He is the one who does all he desires.” Qatadah said, “It is the one

who whenever he desires something, he does it. Neither piety nor abstinence prevents him.”

In the narration of Abu Umamah with a weak chain, “There is not a god that is worshipped
beneath the canopy of the heavens worse that followed desires.” In the other narration, “La
ilaha illa Allah will continue to defend them until they give preference to this world over the

next. When they do this, their defence ends and they are told, ‘you lied’.”

14
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This is supported by the authentic narration that the Prophet (¥) said, “Wretched is the
worshipper of the dinar, wretched is the worshipper of the dirham, wretched is the
worshipper of silk clothing. Wretched is and distanced. If he is harmed may he find no relief.”

This all shows that whoever loves and obeys something, and that thing is their goal and

objective, for which they love and hate, then they are a slave to it and that thing is their god.

I dbw J6 680t 55 agpia @ okt 2l o Jlv & of Ll e s
g\;'i fBLﬁJ\ 5&1,6 o)) dds 2 WS- s J@j} RIS PRy Y of fﬂ & 6 \”‘Qi .x.@_c\
s ol 08 0l o) 0la®) aw ¥ edf b

&
%

d/ uwudé%jcdwbuw\Mmbw&juﬁ)\msjw éw.e

o) ) ol e U ste 0 e JB ol eny (R B el e
2 ) e ) bt B peleds 435 b0ty B 3 1Lty (A0 Y 1Y) U8 lpae
s 0 sle ong (Y] 4] Y) U5 3 Vb ) ay STy aBLbg diksy sl

P
<

EAN

LY 6 e b

aled OIS B axilley 1 Kads 3 olpry 0Lt g F gledy 1Y
s a2 Lol s sbly 0ltt) 1l (3 ) Hads ik Saey Ju.?w ks cal3h

dj)\ \ﬂT j}’_ Jjﬁj—é;v‘ g.)t::)ﬁ{ )G\.S‘ L} i,e—\.:a; (;5‘9_@_3 szi\ OL; ‘(_S}i$ .L).C« \J di)‘ JV:_C« ‘;k/l:h L:;
)\:‘i;"'“ e ] V—“)-U\ de uﬂw})\_@ﬁj\ J‘;-\jj\

Z
w - -

S .)L}&}“&A;;;v Ll\ﬁcﬁa.fig(lj co.b-ja"‘.()\ agby.c&b-u»‘ﬁ;a&\ u\v@u»\.x.;my‘&\j
Flasl ay 5oty 52 Vo] Al 03,45 033 dl o35me Of o

A further point that supports this is that Allah called obedience to Satan worship of him.
Allah says, “O children of Adam, did I not command you not to worship Satan, for he is your

sworn enemy.” [Ya Sin: 60] Allah also mentions the statement of Ibrahim to his father, “0 my

15
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father, do not worship Satan - Indeed, Satan rebelled against the Most Gracious.” [Maryam:

44]

Therefore, the one who does not attain servitude and obedience to Allah is worshipping
Satan by obeying him. One cannot be saved from worshipping Satan except through sincerity
in servitude to the Most Gracious. These are the ones about whom Allah says, “You will have
no power over My servants.” [Al-Hijr: 42] These people have attained the full meaning of
‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’, show sincerity in it and confirm their
words with their actions. They do not turn towards other than Allah, in love, hope, fear,
obedience or trust. They are truthful in saying, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except

Allah’ and these are the true slaves of Allah.

As for the one who says ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ with his tongue,
but then obeys Satan and his desires by disobeying Allah, then his actions belie his words.
His tawhid is decreased in accordance with his disobedience of Allah and obedience of Satan
and his desires, “Who is further astray than the one who follows his own desires with no
guidance from Allah?” [Al-Qasas: 50] And, “Do not follow your desires, lest they divert you
from Allah’s path.” [Sad: 26]

Therefore, be Allah’s slave and not a slave to desires, for desires divert a person towards the
Fire. “Are many diverse gods better than the One All-Powerful God?” [YTsuf: 39] Wretched is

the slave of the dirham and wretched is the slave of the dinar.

By Allah, the only one who will be saved from Allah’s punishment tomorrow is the who
attains the worship of Allah alone, and pays no attention to anything besides Him. whoever
knows that his God is alone, should worship Him alone, and not associate anything in worship

alongside Him.
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One of the people of insight was speaking to his companions on top of a mountain and said,

“One does not attain his goal until one is alone and in that time knows the One who is Alone.”

16



2

Al Isnai

He became perturbed and fell unconscious until his companions saw rocks falling. He

remained there for a long while and then awoke as if rising from his grave.
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The statement, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’” necessitates loving only

Him, for He is the God worthy of all obedience, out of love, fear and hope.

From the completeness of this love is to love what He loves and dislike what He dislikes. The
one who loves what Allah dislikes or dislikes what Allah loves has not completed tawhid or
fully attained ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’. He possesses hidden shirk
to the extent to which he dislikes what Allah loves or loves what Allah dislikes. Allah says,
“Because they practised things that incurred Allah’s wrath and disdained to please Him, so

He made their actions futile.” [Muhammad: 28]

Al-Layth narrated from Mujahid his commentary of the verse, “They do not associate any in

worship with Me.” [Al-Ndr: 55] He said, “They do not love other than Me.”

In Al-Hakim on the authority of ‘A’ishah that the Prophet (£) said, “Shirk is more hidden than

the movements of an ant on a mountain on a dark night. The least of it is to love something
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that is oppressive or hate something that is just, and is the religion anything other than love
and hate? Allah says, “Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me, and Allah will love you.” [Al-‘Imran:
31]

This narration shows that loving what Allah dislikes or disliking what Allah loves is following

one’s desires, and alliance and enmity on such a basis is from hidden shirk.
Al-Hasan said, “Know that you cannot truly love Allah until you love obeying Him.”

Dhun-Niin was asked, “When will I love my Lord?” He replied, “When that which He dislikes

is easier upon you than patience.”

Abu Ya‘qub al-Nahrajtri said, “Whoever claims to love Allah but does not agree with Allah’s

commands is making a false claim.”

Yahya ibn Mu‘adh said, “He is not truthful, the one who claims love for Allah and then does

not preserve His laws.”

Ruwaym said, “Love is agreement in all circumstances.” He then recited the verse of poetry,
If you told me to die, I would hear and obey

I would say to the bringer of death, ‘Welcome’

This is supported by the verse, “Say, ‘If you love Allah, follow me, and Allah will love you.”
[Al-‘Imran: 31] Al-Hasan said, “The Companions of the Prophet (¥) said, ‘O Messenger of

Allah, we love our Lord greatly.” So Allah wanted them to show this and revealed this verse.”

Thus, it is known that the first part of the testimony, ‘none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah’ cannot be complete except with the second part, ‘Muhammad is His
Messenger’. If one comes to know that true love for Allah is love what He loves and dislike
what He dislikes, then the path to knowing what He loves and dislikes has to come from
Muhammad (%) who taught us what He loves and dislikes. Therefore, love for Allah

necessitates loving Muhammad (), believing in him and following him.

This is why Allah links love for Him with love for His Messenger, “Say, ‘If your fathers, sons,
brothers, wives, tribes, the wealth you accumulated, the trade in which you fear decline, and
the dwellings you love are more beloved to you that Allah and His Messenger...” [Al-Tawbah:

24] There are many places wherein Allah links love for Him with love for His Messenger.
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The Prophet (%) said, “Three things will allow you to taste the sweetness of faith: that Allah
and His Messenger are more beloved to you than all else, that you love someone only for
Allah’s sake, and that you dislike to return to disbelief after Allah saved you from it, just as
you disliked to be thrown into the Fire.”

This was the state of the sorcerers once love settled in their hearts; they were willing to

sacrifice themselves and said to Pharaoh, “Judge as you please.”

21



&)
Al Isnai

Once love has settled in the heart, it will not allow the limbs to do anything other than obey
its Lord. This is the meaning of the divine hadith collected in Al-Bukhari, “My servant will
continue to seek nearness to Me with optional deeds until I love him. Once I love him, I will
be the hearing by which he hears, the eyesight by which he sees, the hand by which he
touches and the feet by which he walks.” In some narrations, “He will hear by Me, see by Me,

feel by Me and walk by Me.”

The meaning of this is that once love for Allah has overcome the heart and leads it, the limbs
will only move towards that which pleases their Lord. This is when the soul becomes tranquil,
for by seeking what its Lord wants, it sacrifices its own wants and desires. O you, worship
Allah according to what He wants and not you want. Whoever worships Allah according to
their own wants is like the one who worships Allah with doubt. If good comes to them, they
are satisfied. If they are tested, they revert to their old ways, losing both this world and the

next.

Once knowledge and love become strong, a person only seeks what their Lord wants. In some
of the past Scriptures it is said, “Whoever loves Allah values nothing more than His pleasure.

Whoever loves this world values nothing more than his own desires.”

Ibn Abi Dunya narrates from Al-Hasan that he said, “I have never looked at something,
spoken with my tongue, felt with my hand or walked with my feet, until I consider whether

it is obedience or disobedience. If it obedience I proceed, and if it is disobedience I withdraw.”

This is the way of the truthful and special loving ones, so understand this may Allah’s mercy
be upon you, for this is from the hidden secrets of fulfilling tawhid. It is this station that the
Prophet (%) was referring to when he said upon first arriving in Madinah, “Love Allah with

all of your hearts.” Collected by Ibn Ishaq and others.

When the heart is full with Allah’s love, there is no room left for a person’s own whims and

desires. This is what the poet refers to,

I go and you have sealed my heart

With your Love so that none else can settle therein
If I could, I would lower my eyes

So that I could not see any except You

22



)
st

I love you, not with some of me, but all of me

Even though Your love leaves me unable to move

Amongst the loved are those who find it purely

And others who claim it alongside others

When tears meet with the cheeks

Those who cry are differentiated from those who pretend

Those who cry do so for what they have found

Those who complain speak with their desires

Whoever claims love still hold onto his desires, then such love is a claim. The one who truly
loves is the one who foregoes all of their desires, and only the beloved remains, with Him he
hears and with Him he sees. The heart is the dwelling of the Lord. In some Israelite traditions

it is said, “The heavens and earth cannot hold Me, but My believing slave’s heart can.”

When the heart contains other than Allah, then Allah has no need for such associations. He
does not accept competing with the idolatry of desires. The True One is proud and does not
accept that His believing slave has any space in heart for others, or anything that displeases

Him.

We wanted it to be pure, but when you mixed therein

You were distanced according to your turning away from Us
We told you not to allow others to settle in your heart

But you refused so you are not from Us
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No one will be saved tomorrow except for the one who comes with a pure heart, in which
there is none besides Him. Allah says, “The Day when neither wealth nor children can help,
except for the one who comes to Allah with a pure heart.” [Al-Shu‘ara’”: 88-89] The pure heart
is the one cleansed from the filth of disobedience. As for the heart mixed with the disliked,
then it is not befitting that such a heart be in pure company until it has been cleansed with
the fire punishment. Once it has been cleansed, it can now enter that company, “Indeed,

Allah is pure and only accepts what is pure.”

As for the pure hearts, they can enter that company immediately, “Peace be with you,
because you remained steadfast. What a blessed reward is this abode.” [Al-Ra‘d: 24] “Peace
be with you. you have been good. Enter therein forever.” [Al-Zumar: 73] “Those whose lives
the angels take in a state of goodness. They will say to them, ‘Peace be with you. Enter

Paradise.” [Al-Nahl: 32]

Whoever does not cleanse his heart today with the fire of remorse for their past or the
burning passion of wanting to meet their most beloved, then the Fire of Hell burns more
fiercely for them. The one who attains and fulfils tawhid and its rights does not need to be

cleansed with the Hellfire.
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The first people from the Muslims to be punished in the Fire will be those who showed off
through their actions. The first of them will be the scholar, warrior and generous, for a small

amount of showing off is shirk.

The one who shows off only looks toward the creation through their actions because they
are ignorant of the greatness of the Creator. The one who shows off forges the signatures of
the King to take payments for himself. He gives the impression that he is close to the King
when he does not know the King at all. The one who shows off mints a forged coin with the

King’s name to use it, but these special coins are not for spending.
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After those who show off, next to enter the Fire will be the people of desires and the slaves
to their whims, those who obeyed their desires and disobeyed their Lord. As for the true
slaves of Allah, it will be said to them, “O tranquil soul. Return to your Lord, well pleased and

well pleasing, Enter among My slaves and enter into My garden.” [Al-Fajr: 27-30]

The Fire of Hell is extinguished by the faith of the people of tawhid as in mentioned in the

narration, “The Fire will say to the believer, ‘Pass, for your light has extinguished my flames.”

In the Musnad, on the authority of Jabir that Prophet (¥) said, “No believer or sinner will

remain without entering it. For the believers, it will be peaceful and cool as it was for Ibrahim,
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to the extent that the Fire will make a noise due to their coolness.” This the inheritance given

to those who truly love from the state of Ibrahim.
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The passion of love found in hearts of the people of love is feared by Hellfire. Junayd said,
“The Fire asked, ‘O my Lord, if I were to disobey You, would You punish me with something
more severe than myself?” He replied, ‘Yes, I would place upon My greatest fire.” It asked, ‘Is
there a fire greater than me?” He replied, ‘Yes, the passion of My love that is found in the

hearts of my close believers.””
Wait a little for me and there is not
Less than a single glance I take

In the heart of the lover is a hidden fire
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Fiercer that the fire of hell that it cools

Were it not that the tears of those who love extinguishes some of this heat, they would burn
up.

Leave his tears to extinguish the heat

Of the heart, leave him, leave him

Ask those who humiliate him to excuse him a little

For humiliation without longing has killed him

Some of the people of insight would say, “Is it not strange that I live amongst you, but in my

heart there is longing for my Lord like the embers of fire that do not extinguish?
I never saw fire like the fire of love

It increases the further it becomes
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The people of insight have no preoccupation other than their Lord and no concern except
Him. In the hadith, “Whoever awakes and has a concern other than Allah, is not from Allah.”
Others said, “Whoever tells you that His waliyy has a concern other than Him, then don’t

believe him.”
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Dawiid al-T2’iy used to say at night, “Your concern has removed all other concerns, it has
come between me and sleep, longing to see You has destroyed all other pleasures, and come

between me and all other desires, so I am in Your prison, O Noble One, wanted.”
I have no concern besides Him, no concern

That which diverts me from Him is blameworthy

What would I do if my hopes are dashed

I can replace them, but I cannot replace Him
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My brothers: If you understand all of this, then you can understand the statement of the
Prophet (¥), “Whoever testifies to, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’,
sincerely from their heart, then Allah will forbid upon them the Fire.”

Whoever from amongst the people of this statement enter the Fire, do so as a result of their
sincerity in this lacking. This is the statement that when it is true will purify the heart from
all else besides Allah. Whenever there remains in the heart a remnant of something besides

Allah, it is due to a lack of sincerity in it.

Whoever is truthful in, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ will love no one
else, hope from anyone else, fear none except Allah, trust in none besides Allah, and will

having nothing of his own wants and desires remaining.
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Despite all this, do not think that the one who loves Allah must be perfect. Rather, what is
required is that when he sin, he rectifies it. Zayd ibn Aslam said, “Allah will love someone
until it reaches the level where He says, ‘Do as you please for I have forgiven you.”” Al-Sha‘bi

said, “If Allah loves someone, he cannot be harmed by sin.”
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The meaning of this is that Allah gives special care to those whom He loves. Each time he
slips up and sins, He will lead him back to safety. He eases for him the paths to repentance,
He reminds him of the ugliness of sin so that he can rush to seek pardon, and He tests him

with hardships that expiate his sins.

In some narrations it is said that Allah says, “People who remember Me are My company.
People who obey Me and My honoured ones. I do not make those who sin despair from My
mercy. If they repent, I am their beloved. If they do not repent, I am their physician. I test
them with hardships to purify them from sins.”

In Sahih Muslim, on the authority of Jabir that the Prophet (%) said, “Fever removes sins just
as the bellows remove impurities.” In the Musnad and Sahih Ibn Hibban on the authority of
‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal that a man met a woman who he knew as a prostitute before Islam.
When he tried to reach out to touch her she said, “No, for Allah has removed shirk and
brought Islam.” He left her but kept looking back at her until he walked into a wall. The
Prophet (%) was informed of this and said, “Allah wanted good for you.” He then said, “If
Allah wants ill for a person, He keeps him in sin so that he will see its punishment on the Day

of Judgement.”
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O people, your hearts are pure in essence, but have been soiled by the splashes of sins.
Therefore, pour over them a few tear drops and they will become cleansed. Wean your souls
off of the milk of desires, for measured intake is the best medicine. Whenever it seeks you
out with its temptations, they say as that woman did to the man whose face bled from the

wall, Allah has removed shirk and brought Islam.

Islam means to submit and willingly obey. Remind it of the verse, “Those who say our Lord
is Allah and remain steadfast.” [Fussilat: 30] Perhaps it will yearn for steadfastness. Teach it
to be mindful of the One who is closer that the jugular vein, perhaps it will be embarrassed
from His closeness and watching, “Does he not know that Allah sees?” [Al-‘Alaq: 14] “Your

Lord is always watchful.” [Al-Fajr: 14]

A man sought to entice a woman in a field one night and she refused. He said to her, “Only
the stars see us?” She replied, “Who then created them?” Another man forced a woman to
agree and commanded her to close all the doors. He asked her, “Are there any doors left
open?” She replied, “Yes, the door between us and Allah.” He left her. A person of insight
saw a man talking to a woman and said to them, “Allah sees you, may Allah place His veil

upon us.”
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Junayd was asked, “What helps a person to lower their gaze?” He replied, “To know that Allah
sees you before you see what you are looking towards.” Al-Muhasab1 said, “Mindfulness is
for the heart to know the closeness of Allah.” The more a person realises this, the stronger

their shyness of His watchfulness and closeness.

The Prophet (%) advised a man to be shy before Allah as he would be shy of a respect person
who never leaves him. Some of them said, “Be shy of Allah according to His closeness to you,
and fear Allah according to His power over you.” Others said, “For forty years, I have not
taken a footstep for other than Allah’s sake, nor looked towards anything I like out of shyness
before Allah.”

As if a watcher from You monitors by feelings

And another monitors my sight and tongue

My eyes have not looked upon other than You
Except that I know that they have seen me

Nor has my mouth uttered a word for other than You
Except that I know that they have heard me

Nor have I thought of any besides You

Except that I know that they know it
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The statement of tawhid has many virtues which cannot be enumerated here. Instead, let us

mention some of them:
It is the statement of piety, as ‘Umar and others from the Companions stated.

It is the statement of sincerity, the testimony of truth, the call of truth and freedom from

shirk and the cause of salvation.

@

R el el Yo | 0 V) 31 ) il G| e J6 WSl sl Y,
VoY wl ) o Y Jsts e el o Ul U 1 J8 1S ST s

A a1l o esle o o2 on e ol oo Y Sl Jpd ds JBs) gt

P
: @
|

J& 13 (J;:J\)w@ o) &1 Bk 3 ) e esle e ) sde g 0sal LT Y

ldjl‘g)v-@-’jc‘d‘ (’kﬂm;w‘dﬁ‘)’&&ﬂ‘ﬁ\\x"” uj

G Y s il sy

b

w3y s ez BB 3 oLy LA ol Yy Ol 55 LB s casl Ll Vs
ks as55 s BGT e

It is for this reason that creation was created as Allah says, “I only created the jinn and
humans to worship Me.” [Al-Dhariyat: 56] It is the reason for the sending of the Messengers
and the revelation of the Scriptures as Allah says, “We never sent any Messenger before you

without revealing to him, ‘There is no god worthy of worship but Me, so worship Me.” [Al-
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Anbiya”: 25] And Allah says, “He sends down the angels with revelation by His command to
whoever He wills of His servants stating, ‘Warn them that there is no god worthy of worship

except Me, so be pious before Me.”” [Al-Nahl: 2]

This is what Allah considered to be the greatest blessing in the chapter known as the chapter
of blessings which is Al-Nahl. Ibn ‘Uyaynah said, “Allah did not bestow a blessing greater
than ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’, and this statement is for the people

of Paradise like cool water in for people in this world.”

It is for this reason that Allah has prepared an abode of reward and an abode of punishment.
It is for this reason that the Messengers were commanded to undertake jihad. Whoever says

this statement is safe in wealth and blood, and whoever rejects it has no such safety.

A-lST Lok S (..lf\.?s,j (N 5553 7oy ik CL““ &2

[

LY 8tk £l 81 o D1 o3 sl ke B ends B witd s

MG ey il i 0 alssl ol BB e 2l a5 OSG Y e Uy S e 5>

(Y

(Al 103 ) 05 (s ) -y cand i

It is the key to Paradise. It is the key to the mission of all the Messengers, and with it Allah
spoke directly to Miisa.

In the Musnad Al-Bazzdr, on the authority of ‘lyad al-Ansari that the Prophet (%) said, “Indeed,
‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ is the statement of true that is noble with
Allah. It has a special place with Allah. Whoever says it sincerely will be entered into Paradise.
Whoever says it falsely will have their blood and wealth protected, but will meet Allah

tomorrow and He will judge them.”
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It is the key to Paradise as has preceded. It is the price to enter Paradise as stated by Al-Hasan,
and mentioned in some weak narration. Whoever makes this their final statement will enter

Paradise.
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It is safety from the Fire. The Prophet (%) heard the mu’addhin say, “I testify that none has
the right to be worshipped except Allah”, he said, “He has escaped the Fire” Collected by

Muslim.

It will guarantee forgiveness. In the Musnad, on the authority of Shaddad ibn Aws and
‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit that the Prophet (¥) said to his Companions one day, “Raise your hands
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and say, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah™ So we raised our hands for a
while and then the Prophet () lowered his hand and said, “All praise is for Allah. O Allah,
You sent me with this statement and commanded me with it. You promised me Paradise as
aresult of it and You do not break Your promise.” He then said, “Have glad tidings for Allah

has forgiven you.”

It is the best of all good deeds. Abu Dharr said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, teach me an
action that will draw me closer to Paradise and distance me from the Fire’. He replied, ‘If you
commit a sin, then do a good deed for it is multiplied by ten’. I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
is ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ a good deed? He replied, ‘It is the best

M

of good deeds.

It expiates and sins. In the Sunan Ibn Mdjah, on the authority of Umm Hani’ that the Prophet
(¥) said, “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah leaves behind no sin and no
action precedes it.” Some of the Salaf were seen in a dream after their deaths and asked about

what they found. They said, “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah left no sin.”

It renews faith in the heart. In the Musnad, the Prophet (¥) said to his Companions, “Renew
your faith.” They asked, “How do we renew our faith?” He replied, “Say, ‘None has the right
to be worshipped except Allah.”
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Nothing will be heavier than it on the scales. If it is was weighed alongside the heavens and

earth, it would outweigh them. This is mentioned in the Musnad, on the authority of
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr that the Prophet (%) said, “Nih said to his son at the time of his death, ‘I
command you with ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’, for if the seven
heavens and seven earths were to be placed on one side of the scale, and ‘none has the right
to be worshipped except Allah’ was to be placed on the other, the latter would be heavier. If
the seven heavens and seven earths were to be a round circle, ‘none has the right to be

worshipped except Allah’ would break them.”

It is also narrated by him that the Prophet (3) said, “Masa said, ‘O my Lord, teach me
something by which I can remember You and call upon You.” Allah replied, ‘O Miisa, say, none
has the right to be worshipped except Allah’. Miisa said, ‘O my Lord, all of your slaves say
this.” He replied, ‘Say none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’. Miisa said, ‘None
has the right to be worshipped except You. I want something special to me.” Allah replied, ‘O
Misa, if the seven inhabitants and all its inhabitants besides Me and the seven earths were
to be place on the scale, and ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ on the other

side, the latter would outweigh the former.”

This is why this statement will outweigh the scrolls of sins, as mentioned in the narration of
the scrolls and card. It is collected by Ahmad and Al-Nasa’i and Al-Tirmidhi from ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Amr from the Prophet (¥).

This statement breaks all barriers until it reaches Allah. In Al-Tirmidhi from ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Amr that the Prophet (%) said, “None has the right to be worshipped except Allah has no

barrier between it and Allah, until it reaches Him.”

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “No one says, ‘none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah’ with sincerity, except that the gates of heaven will open until it

reaches the Throne, so long as the major sins are avoided.”

It is reported from the narration of Ibn ‘Abbas, “There is nothing except that there is between
it and Allah a veil, except for the statement, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah’. Just as your lips do not stop the statement, likewise nothing else stops it until it
reaches Allah.” Abu Umamabh said, “No one makes this statement once and then it is blocked

by anything below the Throne.”

It is due to this statement that Allah looks at a person and answers their supplications. Al-
Nasa’i collected in his, Actions of the Day and Night, the narration of two Companions that the

Prophet (%) said, “Whoever says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone
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and without partner. To Him belongs all dominion and praise and He has ability over all
things’, sincerely from his spirit, his tongue conforming to his heart, except that Allah opens
the heavens for that statement. He then looks upon the speaker, and it is befitting that Allah

responds to the supplication of the one He looks upon.”

It is the statement that Allah affirms. In the narration in Al-Nasa’i, Al-Tirmidhi and Ibn
Hibban, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah and Abu Sa‘id that the Prophet (¥) said, “If a
person says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, Allah is the Greatest’. Allah
affirms this by saying, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Me and I am the Greatest.’
If he says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone’, Allah replies, ‘none has
the right to be worshipped except Me alone.” If he says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah alone and without partner’, Allah replies, ‘none has the right to be worshipped
except Me alone and without partner.’ If he says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except
Allah, alone and without partner, to Him belongs all dominion and praise’, Allah replies,
‘none has the right to be worshipped except Me, alone and without partner, to Me belongs
all dominion and praise’. If he says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, there
is no power or might except belonging to Allah’, Allah replies, ‘none has the right to be
worshipped except Me, there is no power or might except Mine.”” He said, “Whoever says

this in a sickness and then dies, will not touch the Fire.”
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It is the best statements the Prophets said as is mentioned concerning the du‘a’ of the Day of
Arafah. It is the best dhikr as mentioned in the narration of Jabir, “The best dhikr is none has
the right to be worshipped except Allah.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The beloved statement to Allah

is, none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, no action is accepted except with it.”

It is the best deed, the most rewarding, equals emancipating people and is a protection from
Satan. In the two Sahihs, on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (¥) said,
“Whoever says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone and without
partner, to Him belongs all dominion and praise and He has ability over all things’, a hundred
times a day, will have the reward of freeing ten people, one hundred good deeds added, one
hundred evil deeds expiated, and it will be protection from Satan that day until the evening.

No one will come with anything better except one does more than him.”

In the narration of Abu Ayytb, the Prophet (¥) said, “Whoever says it ten times is like the
one who emancipated four from the children of Isma‘il.” In Al-Tirmidhi, on the authority of
Ibn ‘Umar, “Whoever says this when entering the market and adds, ‘the One who gives life
and death, He is the Ever-Living who never dies, all good is in His hands and He has power
over all things’, will have written a thousand, thousand good deeds, and a thousand,
thousand evil deeds will be expiated, and he will be raised by a thousand, thousand levels.”

In another wording, “He will have a house built for him in Paradise.”

3?
1
s
&
i
G
5
£
e
M=
(SN
v
C?»'
C
=
s

40



&)
Al Isnai

Ul i 5 Bl o3 U5 ceadd s e ‘5; Y J6 ) et s 2
(D o6 & ity (oA 8 ey G 3ESS e LTy il

(3

e

s o 153613 1 Of al e D) OB onysd e 136 15 Csstl Jlas g
Y rbizal ol ods jlas 0%) e s il x5 1Y) )Y ales O

From its virtues is that it is solace from loneliness of the grave and the terrors of resurrection.
In the Musnad that the Prophet (¥) said, “For the people of ‘none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah’, there is no loneliness in the grave or resurrection. It is as if I can
see that the people of ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ are standing,
shaking off the dust from their heads and saying, ‘All praise is for Allah who removed from

7

me sadness.’

In the mursal narration, “Whoever says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.
The True King’, every day one hundred times, it will save him from poverty, the loneliness

of the grave, bring to him contentment and knock on the gates of Paradise.”

It will be the call of the believers when they rise from their graves. Al-Nadr ibn ‘Arabi said,
“I heard that when the people stand from their graves, their call will be, ‘none has the right
to be worshipped except Allah’.” Al-Tabarani collected, “The call of this nation upon the
bridge will be, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except You.”
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From its virtues is that will open the eight gates of Paradise for the one who says it, he can
enter from whichever one he wishes. This is mentioned in the narration of ‘Umar from the

Prophet (£) about the man who makes the two testimonies after wudi’.

In the two Sahihs, on the authority of ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit that the Prophet (¥) said,
“Whoever says, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone and without
partner, and Muhammad is His slave and Messenger, and ‘Isa is the slave of Allah, His
Messenger, the word he blew into Maryam and His spirit, and Paradise and Hellfire are true
and that Allah will resurrect all in their graves’, for them the eight gates of Paradise will be

opened, he may enter from whichever one he chooses.”

‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Samurah narrated that the Prophet (¥) said in the long narration about
his dream, “I saw a man from my nation come to the gates of Paradise, and the gates were
closed before him. The testimony of ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ came

and opened for him its gates and entered him into Paradise.”

35 s sh % Of W Y BB G0 3 vy I lss Of5 el OF tlglilab g
Sy W5 G5 1 ds 5o M Jya) 16 phs o A Lo (G B T il
o) :J6 1 o (I e il 2 i T ()

(1 05l 38 S0 o i B A it V) ) Y
Byad (3 b 05 — o5 oo 0 S 025 B 13 05 LSS s alasewr (3 O a3
oo S5 Y T dsas S e ) OBT el am JUB 4 sl e 05— odg

ol o s ) 230 e 3 Jaks Gl an D8 Lol 8,28 Y O 5 1k 85 O

42



&)

Al Isnai

o,
—n

B 5 G dgr DY s 45 08 el 2l Y SGT aes AL el ] o4

Bty s 3 i) ol g et ¥ 22D ok e

—n\

B3 015 copiny axJlb sy sl OfF congt andll sy sl 0] 15k ol 4T O

.4-:.>~T é/i )\i“ L}AT A:)J«;T )lf.“

Wﬁujoﬁ&ﬂiuj MJ&TU@W}V} T\.Z

ade O3 iu; ;.,.sz\ acnlle 2y Ll &5

o2 G AB e 05 coe AU BB ke 0] 1dskis 4l Jsb (Se bl an O
S e N G 1050 65 JB (I e O G T Ol e S8 0
Al iy snde BT J o $Vpey ooy A 15kl pgran O A 4 (3 5las 14
AR e ol dasT Bl e SB GO

B et cSTG ok J endd 8

Sagns Ve 01 2 ey Yooy edt nanf L6113

Yeoolf Bloe 3 55 e el sl 2
y\ﬁu‘\%afggv\é w&?bm‘ﬂw
Mgl CIJal & ol e 825 o)l g oS

3 Osablll 3l L el

ALY of gl s U S 8

43



&)
Al Isnai

] )Y e A Lot 25 gl o0
}iY\d\Yu\w\ od>gy b M Ol
Y )Y ol agly o G2 Y wly
)4 Y of agal 2 3 Lale Uil

From its virtues, is that if some of its people enter into the Fire for falling short in fulfilling
its rights, they must leave. In the two Sahihs, on the authority of Anas that the Prophet (¥)
said, “Allah says, ‘By My might, majesty, supremacy and greatness, I shall take out from it
those who say, ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”” Al-Tabarani collected
from Anas that the Prophet (%) said, “Some of the people who say ‘none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah’ will enter the Fire for their sins. The worshippers of Lat and ‘Uzza
will say to them, ‘What did ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah’ benefit you?’
Allah will become angry on their behalf, extract them from the Fire and enter them into

Paradise.”

The One who is good even when He is angry, then how about when He is pleased? He does
not make equal, the one who worships Him alone - even if is deficient in some of His rights

- with those who associate partners with him.

Some of the Salaf said, “Prophet Ibrahim said, ‘O Allah, do not link between those who
associate others with You and those who do not.”” Others of the Salaf said in their du‘as, “O
Allah, You said concerning the people of the Fire that they swear by Allah their strongest
oaths that Allah will not raise the dead, so we swear by Allah by our strongest oaths that

Allah will surely raise the dead. O Allah, do not join between these two groups in one abode.”

Abu Sulayman would say, “If He seeks me out for my stinginess, I will seek Him through His
generosity, if He seeks me out for my sins, [ will seek Him through His pardon. If he enters

me into the Fire, I will tell the people of the Fire that I love Him.”
How beautiful is closeness to Him and how sweet
How difficult is distance from Him and how hard

In anger and pleasure, how revered is He
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The heart loves Him, even if He punishes it

One of the people of insight would cry all night and say, “If You punish me, I love You. If you
show mercy to me, I love You.” The people of insight fear being veiled from Him more than
they fear punishment. Dhun-Niin said, “The fear of the fire compared to the fear of being
distanced is like a drop in an ocean.” Others said, “My God, Lord and Master, if You were to
punish me with all Your punishment, what I have lost of being close to You is worse than

punishment.”

One of them was asked, “What would you do if He expelled You?” He replied in poetry,
If I no longer through my love find connection

My abode and place will be the fire

[ will then disturb its inhabitants with my call

Throughout it by morning and evening

O people of shirk, hear the one who

Proclaims that he loves the All-Great

He was not truthful in this proclamation of his

So was punished at length for it

My brothers, strive today to attain complete tawhid. Nothing will allow you to reach Allah
except it. Try your utmost to fulfil its rights, for nothing else will save you from Allah’s

punishment.

Those who speak have never uttered

Better than, none has the right to be worshipped except He
Blessed is Allah full of nobility, and for who

[ testify that none has the right to be worshipped except He
Who will remove and expiate my sins

Other than you, none has the right to be worshipped except He

The everlasting gardens are for those who submit to Him alone
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I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except He
His Fire will not burn the one who has attained

None has the right to be worshipped except He

I say it sincerely not holding back

I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except He
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