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Knowledge Necessitates Action
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(d. 463 AH)



&)
Al Isnai

sas3s V) B3 Y A 6 Ll & Jaall gagd dlegs edl G B s 4 K
SUNJEEEg u‘bﬂ‘&@‘ /ﬁ@mmmwcsﬁ%

o2 e ) s Jf‘ T 5 6 h Lo (Cakisills s e sty S5 (52 Y

We give thanks to Allah for His guidance. We ask Him for success in acting according to
knowledge, for good can only be attained by His success and help. Whomsoever Allah
misguides will find no guide from the creation. May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
our leader, Muhammad, the leader of the first and last, and upon his brothers from the
Prophets and Messengers, and those who follow the light that he was sent with until the

Last Day.
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O student of knowledge, I advise you to have sincerity in your studies, and to make efforts
in acting according to it, for knowledge is a tree and actions its fruits. A person is not
considered to be a scholar until he acts upon his knowledge. It is also said that knowledge
is a parent and actions its child. Knowledge is with action and narration is with
understanding. Do not be content with action if knowledge is foreign to you, nor be
content with knowledge if you fall short in action. Rather, join between the two even if
you only take little of them. There is nothing worse than the scholar whose knowledge
was left due to his evil ways, or the ignorant who people take from his ignorance because

they see his worship.
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Alittle of this with a little of that is better for a person’s ending, if Allah bestows His mercy
and completes His favour. As for laziness and negligence, and a love of ease and comfort,
and preference for little and indifference, and leaning towards comfort and ease; the
outcome of this is unpraiseworthy, disliked and ruinous. Knowledge is sought for action,
just as action is needed for success. If action is less than knowledge, then such knowledge
is a burden upon its bearer. We seek Allah’s protection from knowledge that is a burden,

brings humiliation and is a chain around the neck of its bearer.
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Some wise people said, “Knowledge serves action, and action is the goal of knowledge.
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Were it not for action, knowledge would not be sought, and were it not for knowledge, no
action would be performed. If I was to leave the truth out of ignorance is more beloved to
me than leaving out of abstinence.” Sahl ibn Muzahim said, “The affair of the scholar is
tighter than the clenching of the hands to show ninety, even if the ignorant is not excused
due to his ignorance, but the scholar is punished more if he abandons his knowledge and

does not act upon it.”
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Did the scholars of the past attain their heights except due to their sincere intentions,
righteous deeds and abstinence from the pleasures of this world? Did the wise attain
happiness except due to hard work and being content with little, and spending what was
extra upon the seeker and bereft? Is the one who gathers books any different from the
one who gathers gold and silver, and is the one who is overcome by this any different to
the one who is eager to attain that, and is the one who loves to gather these except like

the one who hoards that?
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Just as wealth does not benefit unless it is spent, likewise, knowledge does not benefit
unless it is acted upon and its rights fulfilled. Therefore, let a person look to themselves,
use their time well, for moments are few, the end is near, the path is terrifying, deception
is rife and the danger is grave. The one who realised this has insight and Allah is ever-
watching, and to Him is the return. “Whoever does a seed of good will see it. Whoever

does a seed of evil will see it.”



&)
Al Isnai

-
o s

W B sl et AT g ed 3 AR S gt sl et
Gyl Blan) 8y A8 Bhsr J6 dol) Oudk
A Jeds JB: B bWV 85 1 38 B 8 aal 05 dwmuﬂwudﬁ
- /\SUN&&E/LZL&TL&%&&@ C’) JLM: i3 "/w\fy.L&LAJAJJfY(%

£ 0%

)o}’u\WWucjcw\ijmd\dduuﬁjcw

1. Abu Barzah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “The two feet of the slave

will not move on the Day of Judgement until he is questioned about four issues:
his life and how he spent it, his knowledge and his actions regarding it, his wealth,

where he earned it and how he spent it, and his health and how he used it.”
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2. Mu'adh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The two feet of the slave

will not move on the Day of Judgement until he is questioned about four issues: his life
and how he spent it, , his wealth, where he earned it and how he spent it and his

knowledge and his actions regarding it.”
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3. Mu‘adh ibn Jabal said, “The two feet of the slave will not move on the Day of Judgement
until he is questioned about four issues: his health and how he used it, his life and how he

spent it, his wealth, where he earned it and how he spent it, and his knowledge and his

actions regarding it.”
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4. ‘All narrated that a man asked, “O Messenger of Allah, what will remove from me the

evidence of ignorance?” He replied, “Knowledge.” He asked, “What will remove from me

the evidence of knowledge?” He replied, “Action.”
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5. Abu Darda’ narrated that Allah’s Messenger ((&¢ said to him, “What will you say O

‘Uwaymir on the Day of Judgement, when you are asked, ‘Did you possess knowledge or
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were you ignorant?’ If you reply that you possessed knowledge, you will be asked, ‘How
did you practise your knowledge?’ And if you reply that you were ignorant, you will be

asked, ‘What was your excuse for being ignorant? Could you not learn?””
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6. Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£ ) said, “Seek knowledge, act upon it and teach

it. Do not place it with those who are unworthy, nor prevent it from those who are

worthy.”
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7. Mu‘adh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah’s Messenger ((¥ said, “Learn whatever you wish

to learn, for Allah will not benefit you with it until you act upon what you know.”
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8. Mu‘adh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah’s Messenger ((£ said, “Learn whatever you wish

to learn, for Allah will not reward you with it until you act upon what you know.”
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9. ‘Al said, “O carriers of knowledge, act upon it, for the scholar is the one who acts. There
will come a people who will carry knowledge, they will boast to one another to the extent
that a man will be upset that his companion sits with another. These people’s action will

not ascend to the heavens.”
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10. Ibn Mas‘ld said, “Learn, learn, and once you learn, act.” In another narration, “Learn”

once.
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11. Ibn Mas‘ld said, “O people, learn. Once you have learned, then act.”
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12. Abu Hurayrah said, “The example of knowledge that is not acted upon is like treasure

=“a

that is not spent in the way of Allah.”
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13. Al-Zuhri said, “The one who does not act upon his knowledge will not be trusted. The

one who does not act upon his knowledge will not have his words accepted.”
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14. Al-Zuhri said, “The people will not accept the words of the scholars who does not act

upon it, or the one who performs actions without knowledge.”
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15. ‘All ibn al-Husayn narrated that Allah’s Messenger ((¥ said, “Action and faith are

intertwined, one is not rectified without the other.”
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16. Abu Darda’ said, “You cannot be a scholar until you are first a student, and you cannot

be a student until you act upon your knowledge.”
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17. Abu Darda’ said, “You will cannot be a scholar until you are first a student, and you

cannot benefit from knowledge until you act upon it.”

°
o 24 Ao 4

o el g“ e BB B e gidl s o NV R A b

gsT e 13500 &

18. Abu Darda’ said, “O son of Adam, act as though you are being watched. Count yourself

amongst the dead and beware the supplication of the oppressed.”
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19. Shaddad ibn Aws narrated, I believe from Allah’s Messenger ((£ that he said, “Act and

you are wary of Allah. Know that you will be presented with your actions and that you
will meet Allah without doubt. “Whoever has done an atom’s weight of good will see it.

Whoever has done an atom’s weight of evil will see it.”

11



2

Al Isnai

80 '“&

o 7 A L. g F [t o o% L 1% 5./520 L0 % ° //c
é,\.x.&“’: J}QJ“ 49525—»2“ dL«.:l.i: o )L*’?;i‘ &&S"' JU cg@\;ﬁ}“ N ‘;f’ / f Or bj\:-\
° ° 2 -0 ° Q‘; o o A 1 o o o o - ° ///
"y aall a2V 5 A8 0ok B o e Easn Uok Qdd

20. Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah said, “Knowledge all of it is this world. The Hereafter of it is in

action.”
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21. Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah said, "All the people are drunk except the scholars. All the scholars

are confused except those who act on their knowledge.”
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22. Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah said, “This world is ignorance and death except for knowledge.

\\;

Knowledge is all an evidence except what is acted upon. Action is all wasted unless it is

with sincerity. Sincerity is in grave danger unless one ends upon it.”
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23. Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah said, “Knowledge is one of the pleasures of this world. If it is acted

upon, it becomes part of the next.”
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24. Al-Khawwas said, " Knowledge is not many narrations. Rather, the scholar is the one

nn»

who follows knowledge and uses it, follows the Sunnahs, even if his knowledge is little.
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25. ‘Abbas ibn Ahmad said commentating on the verse, “Those who strive in Our cause,
We shall guide them to our ways.” He said, “Those who act upon their knowledge, we will

guide them to what they do not know.”
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26. Yusuf ibn al-Husayn said, “There are two types of transgression in the world: the
transgression of knowledge and the transgression of wealth. Safety from the
transgression of knowledge is found in worship, and safety from the transgression of

wealth is found in absitence.”
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27.Yusuf said, “With etiquette you understand knowledge. With knowledge your actions
are correct. With action you attain wisdom. With wisdom you understand abstinence and
are guided to it. With abstinence you abandon this world. By abandoning this world you

seek the Hereafter. By seeking the Hereafter you attain Allah’s pleasure.”
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28. Abul-Qasim Junayd said, “If you want to be honoured by knowledge, be associated
with and be from its people, before all of this, it will first veil its light from you and give
you its appearance; that knowledge is counted against you and not for you. That is
because knowledge wants to be used, and if you do not use it in its various stages, its

blessing will leave.”
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29. Abu ‘Abdullah ar-Radhbari said, "Whoever sets out to seek knowledge, will not benefit
from it. And whoever sets out to act upon their knowledge, will benefit from even a little

knowledge."
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30. Abu ‘Abdullah ar-Radhbari said, “Knowledge is dependent upon action and action is

dependent upon sincerity. Sincerity for Allah’s sake brings understanding from Allah.”
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31. Malik ibn Dinar said, “If a person seeks knowledge to act upon it, his knowledge will

serve him. If he seeks it for anything else, it will only increase him in evil and arrogance.”
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32. Malik ibn Dinar said, “If a person seeks knowledge to act upon it, his knowledge will

serve him. If he seeks it for anything else, it will only increase him in arrogance.”
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33. Malik ibn Dinar said, “If a person seeks knowledge to act upon it, his knowledge will

serve him. If he seeks it for anything else, it will only increase him in arrogance.”
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34. Matar said, “The best type of knowledge is what is beneficial. Allah only benefits
knowledge that is sought and acted upon. He does not benefit what is sought and then

left.”
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35. Habib ibn ‘Ubayd ar-Rahabi said, “Seek knowledge, understand it and benefit from it. Do

"'.\

not seek it to be adorned by it. If you live long enough, you will see knowledge being adorned

just as a man adorns himself with his clothing.”
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36. Abu Sa‘ld al-Kharraz said, “Knowledge is uses you and certainty is what carries you.”
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37. Abu Qilabah said, “If Allah brings about for you knowledge, then bring about for it

worship. Do not let your goal only be to narrate to people.”
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38. Abu Qilabah said to Ayyub, “O Ayyub, if Allah brings about for you knowledge, then

bring about for it worship. Do not let your goal only be to narrate to people.”
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39. Al-Hasan said, “The goal of the scholars is guidance and the goal of the foolish is

narrating.”
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40. ‘Al said, “Gift action to knowledge, either it will respond or it will leave.”
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42. Abu Darda’ said, “Allah does not teach anyone knowledge, except that Allah will ask

him about its action on the day of Judgement.”
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43. Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said, “The scholar continues to be ignorant regarding his knowledge
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until he acts upon it. If he acts upon it, he becomes a scholar.”
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44. Al-Fudayl said, “Knowledge is sought for action, for knowledge is the guide to action.”
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45. Al-Fudayl said, “People should learn, and when they learn they should act.”
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46. ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mu‘tazz said, “Knowledge without action is like a tree without fruit.”
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47. He also said, “The knowledge of the hypocrite is in his words, and the knowledge of

the believer is in his actions.”
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48. Muhammad ibn Abrt ‘Ali al-Asbahani said in poetry:
Act upon your knowledge and you will profit, O man
Knowledge is not beneficial if the action is no good
Knowledge is beauty and piety of Allah is its adornment
The pious are busy acting upon their knowledge

The proof of Allah, O possessor of knowledge will reach
No plotting or deceit will prevent it

Learn what you can and act upon it as much as you can
Let neither vain pursuits or argumentation divert you
Teach people and intend to always benefit them
Beware, beware of becoming fatigued

Remind your brother gently when he errs

Knowledge is compassionate with those who often err
If you are among people who have no portion
Command them with good when they are ignorant

If they disobey you, repeat it without annoyance

Be patient, and strive without being distressed by what they do
For every sheep is hung by its legs

Worry about yourself if they transgress or are just

20



&)

Al Isnai

Loz EACATR Gt ey b A T 6 W52 3 A e iy aad edl Fg
REROE e I U OGO (IRVR I e JERIPNE U R g R E
dp A g e oz gt A e S gt e O o Bs o
B Gy o ol el s e 1 e el el 515 o3 AT 3
;qu&&“ii;b\ JUJW\@ES-T””:;’. ;}fé;ﬁtﬁ: J@;/%?v

”:)j,aizjwdjl.«w u;bjja_t\ uﬁj Ldj,«.luzj L«.a.f
49. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “O Ummabh, [ do not fear for

you what you do not know, rather what you do with that which you do know.”
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50. YOnus ibn Halbas said, “Wisdom dictates: If you seek me, O son of Adam, you will find

me in two; act upon the best of what you know and leave off the evil you know.”
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51. Abu Darda’ said, “The slave will be questioned by the Day of Judgement, what did you

do with your knowledge?”
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52. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “I do not fear for you what

you do not know, rather what you do with that which you do know.”
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53. Abu Darda’ said, “I fear that the first thing my Lord will ask me about will be, ‘You

learned but what did you do with that knowledge?”
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54. Abu Darda’ said, “I fear that my Lord will ask me, ‘O ‘Uwaymir, did you learn?’ I will
reply, ‘Yes’. He will ask, “‘What did you do with that knowledge?”
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55. Abu Darda’ said, “I do not fear that I will be asked, ‘O ‘Uwaymir, what did you learn?’

Rather, [ fear [ will be asked, ‘O ‘Uwaymir, what did you do with that knowledge?”
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56. Al-Hasan said, “Faith is not attained by adornments and wishes, but what is settles in
the heart and is confirmed by actions. Whoever says good but their actions are not
righteous, Allah will reject their words. Whoever says good and does righteous deeds, will
be raised by his deeds as Allah says, “To Him ascends the good word and righteous deeds

raise it.”
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57. Al-Hasan said in the commentary of the verse, “We have bound every person’s destiny

to his neck” He said, “It is his deeds.”
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58. Bishr ibn al-Harith said, “The virtue of knowledge is action, and then you are raised

by it.”

EIESANME R CERUUV A N 0a b KICER S (M (PO N 2
j—i; Jéiu:;.)}’g;é :’.;S.é”: j@ Li}j:i-\ MJ:X;;UJM\JDJ// deu-@u.“ J}‘Lé-ﬂ‘

C>'=> J@/cé}:'pi/°/°/° /jcm‘).q&u&j’;’/vu\ J}ucu)u-\u.awg,&c“

Vl; LS.’UM>=;—9.;UAJL/§°

59. Bishr ibn al-Harith said, “Knowledge is good for those who act upon it, and how

harmful it is for the one who does not. These are proofs upon the one who knows.”
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60. ‘Isa ibn Maryam said, “For how long will you guide those who walk in the dark and
remain amongst those who are confused? Indeed, a small amount of knowledge is sought

and a great amount of action is sought.”
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61. Hafs ibn Humayd said, “I entered upon Dawad al-Ta'ly to ask him and he was generous.
He replied, ‘Do you see if the warrior wants to fight, does he not gather his weapons? If
he spends his lifetime in gathering weapons, when will he fight? Knowledge is the weapon

of action, if you spend your life gathering it, when will you act?”
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62. Abu ‘Ubayd Al-Qasim ibn Sallam said, "“Abdullah ibn Idris heard me regretting missing
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certain scholars. He said to me, 'O Abu ‘Ubayd, if you miss out on knowledge, do not miss out

on action.""
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63. ‘Al said, “The ascetic amongst us is the one who learns and acts, who has certainty
and takes care. If he finds the night upon difficulty, he praises Allah, and if he finds the

morning upon ease, he thanks Allah. This is the ascetic.”
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Chapter: Harshness Upon the One who Abandons Acting Upon Knowledge, does

the Opposite and what is Unbecoming
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64. Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “Woe to the one

who does not know. Woe to the one who knows and then does not act thrice”

f:

Lo chY\M\MJv‘AJJ\“m\MG J6 feyh 3 N5 o ol 5 MAT e

°

u»uwuwwu»fuwu,wywusw\wwww

iz 2 s Al B8 3l i ¥ 540 i 6 G 1 ol 28 A s o)

26



&)

Al Isnai

65. Sulayman ibn ar-Rabr’, the freed slave of ‘Abbas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%)

said, “Woe to the one who does not know. If Allah willed, He would teach him. Woe to the

one who knows and then does not act seven times.”
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66. Same narration with a different chain
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67. Abu Darda’ said, “Woe to the one who does not know. Woe to the one who knows and

then does not act seven times.”
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68. Abu Darda’ said, “Woe to the one who knows and then does not act once.” Ibn Khallad
said, “Woe to the one who does not know once. Woe to the one who knows and then does

not act seven times.”
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69. Sulayk narrated that he heard Allah’s Messenger (££) say, “If the scholar has

knowledge but no action, he is like the light that illuminates for people but burns itself.”
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70. Jundub ibn ‘Abdullah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said, “The example of the

one who teaches people good but forgets himself, is like the light that illuminates for

people but burns itself.”
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71. Abu Barzah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “The example of the one who

teaches people good but forgets himself, is like the flint that illuminates for people but

burns itself.”
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72.]abir narrated that Allah’s Messenger ((££ said, “A group of the people of Paradise

looked upon a group of the people of the Fire and said, ‘How did you enter the Fire when
we entered Paradise by your teaching.” They will reply, ‘We used to order you but not do

it ourselves.”
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74. 1t was said to Usamah ibn Zayd, “Will you not enter upon ‘Uthman and speak to him?”
He replied, “You think that I only speak to him if you hear me. I have spoken to him
privately without opening a door that I do not hope to be the first to open. I will not praise
any man and say that he is the best of people, even if he is a leader, after | heard Allah’s

Messenger (%) say, ‘A man will be brought on the Day of Judgement and thrown into the

Fire, and his insides will be meshed. It will be said to him, ‘Did you not use to enjoin the
good and forbid the evil?” He will reply, ‘I used to enjoin the good but not do it, and forbid
the evil but do it.””
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75. Mansur ibn Zadhan said, “I was informed that some of those who will be thrown into
the Fire, will have a stench that will offend others in the Fire. It will be said to them, ‘Woe
to you, what did you do? Is this evil not enough without you adding to it with your stench?’

He will reply, ‘1 was a scholar but I did not benefit from my knowledge.””
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76. Yahya ibn Mu‘adh al-Razi said, “The pauper is the one whose knowledge is his

opponent, his tongue is his accuser and his understanding cuts off all his excuses.”
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77.1twas said to some people, “Will you not seek knowledge?” They replied, “Much of my

knowledge is already my accuser, so [ will not increase it.”
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78. Sariyy ibn Al-Mughallis said, “The more you increase in knowledge, the stronger the
evidence against you.”
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79. Muhammad ibn Sam’un said, “Whoever does not realise the rights of Allah upon him
in his knowledge, then his knowledge is an evidence against him and punishment.”
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80. Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (££) said, “Allah will forgive the illiterate on the

Day of Judgement for that which He will not forgive the scholars.”
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81.1read to Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Aban:
If knowledge is not acted upon, it is evidence
Upon you, and you have no excuse for it

If you have realised this, then

One's words are attested to by his actions
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82. Al-Sha'bi said, “If only I had learned nothing of this knowledge.”
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83. Sufyan al-Thawri said, “If only [ had not written knowledge. If only I can be saved from
this with nothing for me or against me.”
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84. Ibn ‘Uyaynah said, “If knowledge doesn’t benefit you, it will harm you.” Meaning if it
doesn’t benefit you in terms of action, it will be an evidence against you.”
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85. Muhammad ibn Wasi’ said, “Lugman said to his son, ‘O my son, Do not learn what you
do not know until you act upon what you do know."”
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86. Malik ibn Dinar said, “I found in a wise saying, ‘There is no good in knowing what you
do notknow or act upon but only know. The example of this is like a man who who gathers
wood who ties it up, when he attempts to carry it, he cannot, but he adds another bundle
on top””
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87. Sufyan said, “There was a scholar and worshipper amongst the Children of Israel. The
scholar said to the worshipper, ‘Why don’t you come and learn from me, when you see
others doing so?’ He replied, ‘I learned something and now wish to act upon it. When I
have done so, I will come to you.””
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88. Muhammad ibn Ali al-Suri said in poetry,
How often do [ go towards seeking knowledge
Seriously, eager to gather it

Seeking all its sciences and subjects

And peculariarites, but [ don’t act

If the student of knowledge does not act

Upon his knowledge, he is wretched
Knowledge only benefits the one who

Acts upon it and is pious
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89. ‘Awf ibn Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) looked up to the sky one day and

said, “This is the time of the lifting of knowledge.” A man from the Ansar called Ziyad ibn
Labid said, “O Messenger of Allah, how will knowledge be lifted when it is memorised and
contained in the hearts?” He replied, “I used to think you were the most of knowledgeable
of people in Madinah.” He then mentioned the misguidance of the Jews and Christians
despite them having scriptures. I then met Shaddad ibn Aws and informed him of this
narration. He said, “He has spoken the truth. Shall I not inform you of the first of it to be
lifted?” I replied, “Yes.” He said, “Khushu’, you will not see it.”
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90. Ibn al-Mubarak said, “There was a rich man, who whenever he heard of a scholar
would travel to him and take from him. He heard once that there was a scholar in such
and such place. He embarked upon a ship and there was a woman there also. She asked,
‘What’s your story? He replied, ‘I love knowledge, and [ have a heard of a scholar in such
and such place, and I wish to meet him.” She said, ‘Every time you increase in knowledge,
do you also increase in action, or does your knowledge increase but with no action?’ The
man paid attention to this, went back and began to act.”
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91.Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham said, “A man travelled to seek knowledge and came across arock,
upon which it was inscribed, ‘Turn me over and you will see something amazing.” He
turned it over and it was written, ‘You do not act upon what you know, how can you then
seek what you don’t know." The man returned home.”
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92. Ata’ said, “A young man would frequent A’ishah, asking her and she would respond.
He came one day to ask her, and she said, ‘O my son, have you acted upon what you have
already heard from me?’ He replied, ‘No, O my mother.” She said, ‘O my son, why do you
increase Allah’s proofs upon us and you.”
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93. Al-Fudayl said, “To not hear a hadith is better than to hear it and not act upon it.”
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94. Abu Hazim said, “People have become pleased with knowledge instead of action, and
with words instead of deeds.”
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95. Ibn Awn said, “I wish that I would leave from it neutral, meaning knowledge.” Shu’bah
said, “There is nothing that | am firm upon that I fear will enter me into the Fire, other
than it.”
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96. Ibn Mas’ud said, “I think a person forgets knowledge due to a sin they commit.”
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97. Malik said, “I read in the Torah, ‘If the scholar does not act upon his knowledge, its
impact will leave his heart just as the raindrops fall off a rock.”
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98. Malik ibn Dinar said, “The scholar who does not act upon his knowledge, like the
raindrop that fall off a rock.”
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99. Abul-Fadl al-Riyashi said in poetry:

The one who seeks knowledge but does not act upon it
So that he can refrain from evil, is not educated

Until he acts upon that which he knows

Of good and therefore be free of blame
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Rarely is one upon correctness

Who actions are then not upon the truth
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Chapter: The Disapproval of Seeking Knowledge to Boast, Argue with
it, Gain benefits or Take Payments for it
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100. Hudhayfah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said, “Whoever seeks knowledge to

boast to the scholars, argue with the foolish or turn people’s attention towards him, will
have for his knowledge the Fire.”

-

MR G edi gy dad 2 AT el il o e o g
3 e s g6 e g Sl w all o 8 ok Gt dTw (g

oF

LI 4 21K Wmtgjwvw\w“” A & )2 J6 J‘_Jdugqj

)U\w’/””}iﬂ&u\ U,JLJ\ o?jéa J,,,m:

2%

101. Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (££) said, “Whoever seeks knowledge to argue

with the foolish, or increase the number of the scholars or turn people’s attention towards
him, then let him take his seat in the Fire.”
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102. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “Whoever seeks knowledge

that should be sought for Allah, but seeks it only to attain a worldly gain, will not find the
scent of Paradise on the Day of Judgement.”
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103. Al-Hasan said, “Whoever seeks knowledge for the Hereafter will attain it. Whoever
seeks knowledge for this world, will attain only it.”
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104. Wuhayb ibn al-Ward said, “The example of the evil scholar is like a rock in a canal. It
can neither benefit from the water nor does it allow the water to reach the trees. If the
evil scholars sincerely advised people for Allah’s sake they would say, ‘O servants of Allah,
listen to what we inform you of from your Prophet and pious predecessors and act upon
it. Do not look at our deeds for we are being tested.” They would then have sincerely
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advised for Allah’s sake. Instead, they want to call to their own evil deeds and have them
join alongside them.”

105. Ibn Uyaynah said, “Isa said, ‘O evil scholars, you placed the world upon your heads
and the Hereafter beneath your feet. Your words are cure but your actions are disease.
Your example is like that of a poisonous tree that looks beautiful, but kills whoever eats
it.”
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106. Wahb ibn Munabbih stated that Isa ibn Maryam said, “Woe to the seekers of this
world. What benefit does the blind person take from the vast light of the sun if he cannot
see it. Likewise, vast knowledge does not benefit the one who does not act upon it. There
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are many fruits on trees, but not all are beneficial or to be eaten. There are many scholars
but not all of you benefit from what you know. Beware of the false scholars who wear
woollen clothes, lower their heads to the ground, looking from beneath their robes, just
as the flies gaze. Their words oppose their actions. Who takes grapes from thorns or figs
from colocynth? Likewise, the words of the false scholar only bring falsehood. If a person
doesn’t tie their camel in the desert, it will return to its home. Likewise, if the scholar
doesn’t act upon their knowledge, it will leave them and abandon them. Vegetation needs
soil and water. Likewise, faith needs knowledge and action. Woe to the seekers of this
world, everything has a signpost which testifies for it or against it. The religion has three
signposts by which it is known: faith, knowledge and action.”
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Chapter: Warnings and Threats for those who read the Qur’an to be
Known and Mentioned, and Not for Actions and Reward
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107. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The first of people for

whom judgment will be passed on the Day of Resurrection are three. A man who was
martyred. He will be brought and Allah will remind him of His blessings and he will
acknowledge them. He will say: What did you do with them? He will say: I fought for Your
sake until I was martyred. He will say: You are lying. You fought so that it would be said
that so-and-so is brave, and it was said. Then He will order that he be dragged on his face
and thrown into the Fire. And (the second will be) a man who acquired knowledge and
taught others, and read Qur'an. He will be brought, and Allah will remind him of His
blessings, and he will acknowledge them. He will say: What did you do with them? He will
say: | acquired knowledge and taught others, and read the Qur'an for Your sake. He will
say: You are lying. You acquired knowledge so that it would be said that you were a
scholar; and you read Qur'an so that it would be said that you were a reciter, and it was
said. Then He will order that he be dragged on his face and thrown into the Fire. And (the
third will be) a man whom Allah made rich and gave him all kinds of wealth. He will be
brought and Allah will remind him of His blessings, and he will acknowledge them. he will
say: What did you do with them? He will say: I did not leave any way that You like wealth
to be spent - Abu 'Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa'i) said: I did not understand "what You like"
as [ wanted to - "but I spent it." He will say: "You are lying. You spent it so that it would
be said that he was generous, and it was said." Then he will order that he be dragged on
his face and thrown into the Fire."
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108. Al-Hasan said, “Slaves and children have learned the Qur’an incorrectly and don’t
know its interpretation. Allah says, ‘We revealed this Book, it is blessed so that they may
reflect over its verses.” What is its reflection? It is to follow it in action. The people most
worthy of the Qur’an are those who follow it even if they don’t read it. A person says,
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‘Come to me and I'll read to you.” When did people ever do this? These are not the reciters,
forbearing or wise. May Allah not increase their likes.”
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109. Umar said, “Do not be deceived by those who read the Qur’an. It is like words that
are spoken to them. Rather, look to those who act upon it.”
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Chapter: What is Said Regarding Preserving Its Rulings and Not
Overstepping Its Boundaries
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110. Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “The one who does not act

upon the Qur’an, has not truly recited it.”
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111. Anas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said, “On my night journey, I came across

a group of people who lips were being sheared by shears of Fire. Each time they were cut
off, they were restored. I asked, ‘O Jibril, who are they?’ He replied, “The preachers of your
nation who say what they don’t do. They read the Book of Allah but don’t act upon it.”
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112. Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) said, “The Qur’an will take

the form of a man on the Day of Judgement. A man who carried it will be brought and it
will be his opponent saying, ‘O my Lord, you carried me and you were an evil carrier. You
transgressed my boundaries and ignored my obligations, you committed what I called a
sin and left obedience.’ It will continue to lay proofs upon him until it is said, “This is your
affair.” It will then take him by the hand and won’t leave him until he is thrown upon his
face into the Fire. Another man who was righteous will be brought who also carried it but
truly, and it will become his defender saying, ‘O my Lord, you made him carry me and he
preserved my boundaries, performed my obligations, refrained from sin and followed
obedience.’ It will continue to argue on his behalf until it is said, ‘This is your affair.” It will
take him by the hand and won’t leave him until it adorns him with a robe of silk, places a
crown upon him and serves a cup of wine.”
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113. Bakr ibn Khunays said, “There is a valley in the Fire that the Fire itself seeks refuge
from seven times a day. In that valley there is a well that the Fire and the valley seek
refuge from seven times a day. In the well there is a snake that the Fire, valley and well
seek refuge from seven times a day. The first to come to it will be the evil bearers of the
Qur’an and they will say, ‘Our Lord, you begin with us before the idolaters?’ It will be said
to them, ‘The one who knows is not equal to the one who does not.”
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114. Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani said, “There is none more evil than an evil reciter.”
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115. Malik ibn Dinar said, “I fear more for the evil reciter than I do for the open sinner,
for the latter is less deceiving.”
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116. Fudayl said, “The Qur’an was revealed to be acted upon and the people its recitation
action.” He was asked, “How do we act upon it?” He replied, “Make permissible what is
makes so, and forbid what it forbids. Follow its commands and refrain from its
prohibitions, and reflect upon its miracles.”
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117. Abu Razin commented on the verse of the Qur’an, “They recite it as they should”, e
said, “They follow it as they should and act upon it in truth.”
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118. Ibn Umar narrated that Allah’s Messenger (£%) commented on the verse of the
Qur’an, “They recite it as they should”, e said, “They follow it as they should.”
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119. Al-Awza'i said that he was told that it used to be said, “Woe to those who learn for
other than worship, and those who make permissible the haram with matters.”
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120. Wahb ibn Munabbih said, “Allah criticised the Children of Israel saying, ‘Do you learn
for other than the religion, and learn for other than action? Do you purchase this world
with the actions of the Hereafter? You wear the garments of sheep and conceal the souls
of wolves. You remove impurities from your drinks and swallow the likes of mountains
in haram. You make the religion as heavy as mountains for others, and don’t raise your
little fingers to help them. You prolong the prayer and whiten your clothes, but devour
the wealth of the orphan and widow. By My might, I swear that I will cast upon you a trial
in which every opinion and wise one is misguided.””
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121. Al-Sha'bi said, “We are not scholars. We just heard hadiths and narrated them. The
scholars are those who learn and act.”
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122. Al-Awza'i said, “If Allah wills evil for a people, He opens up for them argumentation
and prevents them from action.”
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123. Ma’ruf ibn Fayruz al-Karkhi said, “If Allah wills good for a person, He opens for him
the door to action and closes for him the door to argumentation. If Allah wills evil for a
person, He opens for him the door to argumentation and closes for him the door to
action.”
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124. Abu Nu’aym said, “I entered upon Zufar and his soul was leaving his body. He raised
his head to me and said, ‘O Abu Nu’aym, | wish that all we did was glorification.”
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Chapter: The Dislike of Seeking Hadith to Boast, Hold Gatherings and
Take Followers and Students
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125. A’idhullah said, “The one who follows hadiths to only narrate them, will not find the
scent of Paradise.”
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126. It was said to Ibn Shubrumah, “Narrate and you will be rewarded.” He replied in
poetry:

They entice me with great reward but if only

[ could be neutral, neither for me or against me
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127. Abu Mushir said, “The students of Al-Awza'i went to him early in the morning. He
turned to them and said, ‘How many of those who are eager to gather and pursue, do not
benefit themselves or others.”
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128. Al-Fudayl said, “If one of you were to ask me for money, it would be easier upon me
than asking me for hadith.” He was told by his student, “If you narrate to me hadith with
benefits that I didn’t know, is more beloved to me than its amount in money.” He replied,
“You are tested. By Allah, if you acted upon what you have heard, it would keep you busy
from what you haven’t heard. I heard Sulayman ibn Mihran say, ‘If you are eating food,
but everytime you pick up a morsel you throw behind your back, when will you ever be
full?”
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129. A child of Sufyan ibn Uyaynah came to Fudayl, so he said to him, “Is there not enough
of harm in your household, that you now come here seeking more, meaning hadith.”
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130. Fudayl asked someone, “Are you going to Sufyan?” He replied, “Yes.” He said, “What
a blessed man, if only he wasn’t a scholar of hadith.”
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131. Ibn Uyaynah said, “If I was asked as to why I seek hadith, I don’t know how [ would
respond.”
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132. Ibn Uyaynah was asked about the chain of narrators of a hadith and replied, “What
will you do with its chain? For you, its wisdom has reached you and now you must take
heed of its reminder.”
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133. Khallad ibn Yazid said, “I came to Sufyan ibn Uyaynah and he said, ‘You came for
ignorance and not to seek knowledge. If your people sufficed themselves with you
knowledge, it would be sufficient.” He then gathered a pile of earth and divided it into two
parts and said, “This is knowledge. You have sought half and now you seek the other half.
If you were asked as to whether you had used the half you have. The truthful reply would
be to say no. What need then do you have to increase in further burdens? Use what you
already have.”
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134. Nu’aym ibn Hammad said, “I asked Ibn Uyaynah, or he was asked, ‘Who is the
scholar? He replied, ‘The one who gives every hadith its due right.”

135. Sufyan al-Thawri said, “I wish I had never sought hadith. I wish that my hand was
cut off, rather my whole arm.”
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136. Sufyan al-Thawri said, “People are pleased with narrating hadith, and have left
action.”
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137. Sufyan said, “First act upon what you know, then come to me and I will narrate to
you.” He also said, “They dirty their clothes and then say, ‘Come and wash it.””
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138. Yahya ibn Sa’id, “I don’t fear for Sufyan anything in the Hereafter other than his love
for hadith.”
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139.Ibn Awf said, “I wish I could exit from it neutrally, meaning knowledge.” Shu’bah said,
“There is nothing that [ am steadfast upon that I fear will enter me into the Fire other than
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it, meaning hadith.”
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140. Imam Ahmad mentioned the above statement of Shu’bah and commented, “You
know that he was a true man of deeds.”
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141. Shababah said, “I entered upon Shu’bah on the day he died and he was crying. I said
to him, ‘Why there is panic, O Abu Bistam? Rejoice for you have your position in Islam.’

He replied, ‘Leave me be. I wish I was a steam bath attendant and that I didn’t know
hadith.”

;J@ci}w\;&;:;pbuc)j;\ww\ji;;u NS TR RN
;A.:J.;L\u;d\.@_a ded cu)U—\ LSAJ :JG d;;.\zw;;

JA.LB M.«,o_x.:\j yj\ \M c /T /TLQ’"LJ UUG.&.S\ w U" LS’; Ll‘; = ofai/ AG cﬂjﬁ/

..ny.

142. Muhammad ibn Harun said, “Bishr ibn al-Harith met me on the road and forbade me
from hadith and its people. I also came to Yahya ibn Sa’id al-Qattan and I heard that he
said about me, ‘I love this young man and hate him.” He was asked why and replied, ‘I love
him for his beliefs but hate his pursuit of hadith.”
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143. Bishr ibn al-Harith said, “If you wish to benefit from hadith, don’t seek many nor sit
with its scholars.”
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144. Bishr ibn al-Harith said to one of his students, “You have sat with me much and I
have a request. You are a man of hadith and I fear that you will corrupt my heart, so do
not return to me.” The man did not.
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145. Bishr ibn al-Harith said, “Why do I need hadith? Why do I need hadith? It is a trial for
whomsoever Allah wills.” He also said, “People say that I forbid seeking hadith. Rather, I
say that there is nothing better than it for the one who acts upon it. If one cannot act upon
it, to leave it is better.”

‘5‘5}320“ %ﬁzﬁ:\iﬁa/ﬁjjb 3 1 QS‘J»«S'-:; ﬂ:"/ L‘-"ww‘ujii.;b . /“ L’/‘,’;
Ly ol 8l £t a6l it 2y 2B e
O S s g B eae B e 0 O A B el yw’%; e

P

a.zL;;d\ 3 Vg Sl 2ol JMJ(i

56



)

Al Isnai
146. A man said to Bishr ibn al-Harith, “Shall I give Abul-Waleed al-Tayalasi your salams?”
The man was going to travel to Basrah. He replied, “Abul-Waleed will die and you will die.
Do you want people to say that he heard? You have heard, but if you do not act upon it, it
will be punishment for you on the Day of Judgement.”
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147. Abul-Waleed said, “They only want to increase in the number of hadith, but a little is
sufficient for the one who fears Allah. One of them gathers a musnad and more to draw
people’s attention.”
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148. Imam Ahmad was asked about someone who writes and records many hadith. He
said, “His actions should also increase according to his study. Knowledge is like wealth.
The more wealth increases, the more that is due in zakah.”
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149. Ibrahim ibn Isma’il ibn Mujammi’ said, “We used to use action to help us memorise
hadith.”
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Chapter: Those who Disliked the Study of Grammar as it Leads to
Arrogance and Pride
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150. Al-Qasim ibn Mukhaymirah said, “Learning grammar: its start is preoccpation and
its ending is transgression.”
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151. Malik ibn Dinar said, “You meet a woman who doesn’t make a mistake in his speech,
but his actions are all mistakes.”
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152. Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham said, “We straightened our speech and don’t make mistakes, but
our actions are all mistakes and not straight.”
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153. We were not caught out by ignorance
We cover the face of knowledge with ignorance

We dislike to mispeak in our speech

But don’t care about mistakes in our actions
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154. A man saw Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad in his dream. He thought that there was no one more
intelligent than him, so he asked him, “What did Allah do with you?” He replied, “Do you
know what we used to busy ourselves with? There was nothing better than Subhan Allah,
Alhamdulillah, La ilaha illa Allah and Allahu Akbar.”
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155. A man saw Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad in his dream. He asked him, “What did Allah do with
you?” He replied, “He forgave me.” I said, “Because of your grammar?” He replied, “By
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saying, ‘La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah al-Aliyy al-Azeem.’ I said, “What about your
knowledge of literature and poetry?” He replied, “It all turned into dust.”
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156. The grammatical tongue will soon vanish
If only it will be saved on the Day of Standing
Grammar in speech is no good without piety

And the pious is not harmed by a foreign tongue
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157. Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna said, “I was with Bishr ibn al-Harith whilst he was with
Abbas ibn Abdul-Azim al-Anbari who was from the leader of the Muslims. He said to him,
‘O Abu Nasr, you are a man who has read the Qur’an and written hadith, so why not learn
of the Arabic language that which will allow you to not make mistakes? He replied, ‘Who
will teach me?’ He replied, ‘I will." He said, ‘Ok.” He said, ‘Say, Zayd struck Amr."” Bishr
asked, ‘Why did he strike him?’ He replied, ‘He didn’t really strike him. This is an example.’
Bishr replied, ‘If it begins with a lie, [ have no need of it.””
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158. Ibn Abi Uways said, “A noble man wearing silk once attended. When Malik spoke he
made a grammatical error. The nobleman said, ‘Did his parents not have two dirhams to
pay for him to learn grammar?’ Malik heard his statement and replied, “To know what is
permissible for you to wear and what is impermissible, is better than to know whether
Abdullah struck Zayd or Zayd struck Abdullah.””
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Chapter: Holding Onto the Guarantee of the Hereafter
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159. Mutarrif ibn Abdillah ibn Shikh-khir used to say, “O my brothers, strive in actions,
for if the affair is as we hope of Allah’s mercy and pardon, we will have the highest levels
of Paradise, and if the affair is difficult as we fear, we will not need to say, ‘Our Lord,
remove us from here and we will do righteous deeds other than what we did before.’
Instead, we will say, ‘We acted but it did not benefit us.”
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160. A man said to Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir and another man from Quraysh, “Strive,
strive. Beware, beware. If the affair is as you hope, then what you put forth will be good,
and if it is other than that, you will not blame yourselves.”
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161. Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Harithi said to a brother of his, “To proceed: you are in a
temporary abode and before you are two abodes. You must reside in one of them. You
have no guarantee that you can feel content, nor safety that you can fall short. Peace be
upon you.”
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Chapter: Actions are the Provision & Beneficial Stores of the Hereafter
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162. Al-Hasan said, “The believer will lie upon what he put forth of his actions in his grave.
If it is good, his mattress will be good, and if it is evil, it will be evil. Seize the opportunity
to do good, may Allah have mercy upon you.”
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163. Mujahid commented on the verse, “Do not forget your potion of this world.” He said,
“To use your life to work for the Hereafter.”
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164. Malik ibn Dinar said, “It is written in the Torah: You will be dealt with as you deal
with others, and you will reap what you sow.”
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165. A man said in poetry:
On the Day of Gathering, you will have nothing except
What you gathered before death for the Gathering

If you did not plant, and tried to harvest
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You will regret what you wasted during the time of planting
f
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166. Sufyan would often recite the poetry of A’asha:

If you do not travel with the provision of piety

And you find after death those that have that provision
You will regret not being like them

That you did not plant as they planted
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167. Al-Hasan would often recite this verse of poetry in the morning and evening:
The man is happy with the precautions he takes

If he recognises the disease that will kill him
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168. Yahya ibn Ma’in recited this verse of poetry of Al-Akhtal:
If you are in dire need of supplies, you will not find

A supply that equals righteous actions
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Chapter: Utilising Youth, Health, Free Time and the Ability to Hasten
to Action Before these Are Cut Off
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169. Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah’s Messenger (££) said, “Free time and health are two
blessings that most people are negligent of.”
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170. Amr ibn Maymun narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥%) said to a man he was

admonishing, “Take advantage of five before five: your youth before old age, your health
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before sickness, your wealth before poverty, your free time before busyness and your life
for death.”
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171. Gunaym ibn Qays said, “We used to be reminded at the beginning of Islam: O child of
Adam, use your free time before you become busy, your youth before your old age, your

health before your sickness, your world before your Hereafter and your life before your
death.”
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172. Mahmud ibn al-Hasan said in poetry:

Hasten to your youth before old age

The health of your body before sickness

The days of your life before death

For the time of the living is not guaranteed

Your free time, hasten to use it

For your nights will become busy
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And put forth, for every person will put forth

That which they will put forth
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173. Shurayh said that he saw a neighbour of his wandering about. He asked them, “What
are you doing?” They replied, “We're free for the rest of the day.” He said, “Is this what

'"

the free person has been told to do?!
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174. Anas ibn Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (&) said, “The severest of accounting

on the Day of Judgement will be for the able one with free time.”
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175. Mu’awiyah ibn Qurrah said, “Those with the longest accounting on the Day of
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Judgement will be the able ones with free time.”
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176. Abu Darda’ wrote to Salman saying, “From Abu Darda’ to Salman. O my brother, take
advantage of your health and free time, before there comes upon you a calamity that none
can save you from.”
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177. Al-Awza'i wrote to his brother saying, “To proceed: You are surrounded from every
direction. It is constantly whispering to you every day. So beware of Allah and the
standing before Him.”
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178. Ata’ ibn Muslim said, “I was with Sufyan al-Thawri in Masjid Al-Haram. He said to
me, ‘O Ata’, We are sitting but the daytime is doing its thing.’ I replied, ‘l am in goodness,
Allah willing.” He said, ‘True but it is about hastening.” He then said, ‘O Ata’, The believer
on the plain of standing will see with his own eyes what Allah has prepared for the people
of Paradise, but will wish not to have been created due to the terrors he will be facing.””
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179. The nephew of Abu Bakr al-Nahshali said, “Ibn al-Sammak came upon Abu Bakr al-
Nahshali whilst he was in the market, lowering his head and praying. He said, ‘Glory be to
Allah for this state.” He replied, ‘O Ibn al-Sammak, I seek to precede the rolling up of my
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scrolls.
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180. Ibn al-Mubarak said in poetry:

Take advantage of the two rak’ahs, seeking nearness to Allah
When you are relaxed and free

When you wish to speak with falsehood

Replace it with glorification
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181. Abu Ahmad al-Azdi said in poetry:

Do not belittle an hour of help

In which you can extend a hand of obedience
The living will die and dreams are deceptive

The affair is from one hour to the next
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182. Ahmad ibn Ayyub said in poetry:

Take advantage of a ruku’ in free time

Perhaps your death will be sudden

How many healthy have you seen without illness

Their healthy souls left suddenly
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183. Abul-Waleed Al-Andalusi said in poetry:
If I know for certainty
That my whole life is like an hour

Why am [ then not protective over it

And use it in righteousness and obedience
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184. Al-Sariyy al-Saqati said in poetry:
Every day that passes, you will never find again

So when you are in it, honour it

ci;;@s 6,4};:; Az wy\ujf; L;.U\ UL&JV” L;;é/

U6 R U:M;L\ Hiku V‘@‘“\" L;”VU\ REE RN IATIY cé.:ﬁij\ a6
aally G o Vi 05 5 5 JF" 06 pdl s e s 55 R 5 0 s

e &) Ju‘;\:\;s\gsrugcju Jwyuﬁ@uumwuﬁ‘ o ok o

235 T30 oy cands o 45080 < o 08 06 e A1 3 48 of 235 06
sk

,,,,, ofl G Ep s 3 L gl b SLEl ci 1D

185. Sa’id ibn Salim said, “Ruh ibn Zinba’ stopped at a place in between Makkah and
Madinah on a summers day, and took out his lunch. A shepherd came upon him, so he said
to him, ‘O shepherd, come and join me.” The shepherd replied, ‘I am fasting.” Ruh said, ‘Do
you fast on this hot summers day?’ He replied, ‘Should I let these days go to waste?” Ruh
then said in poetry:

You have safeguarded your days, O shepherd

When Ruh ibn Zinba’ wasted them
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186. Some of the scholars said, “A man called another to share food with him on an
extremely hot day. The man replied, ‘I am fasting.” The other said, ‘Do you fast on a day
like this?’ He replied, ‘Should I let these days go to waste?”
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187. Some of the scholars said, “A man called another to share food with him. The man
replied, ‘I am fasting.” The other said, ‘Break your fast today and fast tomorrow? He
replied, ‘Who will guarantee me tomorrow?"”
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188. Abdullah ibn al-Mu'tazz said, “Use your available opportunities. Do not wait for
tomorrow for no one has a guarantor for tomorrow.”
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189. Ali said, “Do what you are able to every day.”
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190. Hafsah bint Sirin said, “O young men, perform actions for youth is for actions.”
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191. Muhammad ibn Hafs al-Qurashi said, “A wise man wrote to a young brother of his,

K

n
—n\
o —

A\

‘To proceed: I have seen that most young people die. The evidence for this is that the
elderly are few.”
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192. Al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim said, “Perform actions before you cannot. [ wish to perform
actions today but cannot.”
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193. A man from the family of Dawud al-Ta'i said, “I said to him, ‘O Abu Sulayman. You
know the blood relations between us, so advise me.” He said that he began to cry and said,
‘O my brother, the day and night are stages that you come upon one by one, until you
reach the end of your journey. If every day, you can put forth something at each stage
before the end, then do so, for the journey will soon end and the affair is quicker than you
anticipate, so prepare for your journey. Do as you will do as it seems your affair will be
sudden. I don’t know of anyone who falls short in this more than I.” He then stood and left
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194. Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad said in poetry:
You are in the heedless state of dreaming

You do not when your end is

Do not be deceived by your health

For it is the the most potent of illnesses

Every soul has its fixed day

A morning that will cut off all dreams

So do good and work hard

Before you are preventing from actions
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195. Mahmud said in poetry:

Your yesterday has gone as a just witness

Today is another day which is also a witness

So if yesterday you did some wrong

Then do more good and you will be praised

Do not delay the good of today to tomorrow
Perhaps tomorrow will come and you will be lost
Today if you reprimand it, will benefit you

But that which has passed you will never return
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196. A man said that he saw the Prophet (££) in a dream and said to me, “Whosoever has

two days that are the same has been deceived, and whoever’s tomorrow is the worst of
his two days is accursed. Whoever cannot recognise his own deficiencies, will continue to
be deficient, and whoever continues to be deficient, then death is better for him.”
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197. Abul-Jawza' said in the commentary of the verse, “those whose ways are in total
loss”, he said, ‘procrastination.”

< A P

A e il ey o e W yaxd 0 1 dae w B f e 06

(832 19535) J\“u@‘ ﬂ‘w J%’J*’

198. A man from Abdul-Qays was asked for advice, he replied, “Beware of
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procrastination.”
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199. Al-Hasan said, “Beware of procrastination, for you are judged by today and not
tomorrow. Then, if you reach tomorrow, be in tomorrow as you were today, and if you
don’t reach it, you will not regret wasting today.”
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200. Abul-Jald said, “I read in some books that procrastination is from the soldiers of
Iblis.”
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201. Yusuf ibn Asbat said, “Muhammad ibn Sumrah wrote this letter to me:

O my brother, beware of letting procrastination rule you and control your heart, for it is
causes fatigue and waste, it cuts off dreams and through it time ends. If you do this, you
will allow it to overcome your resolve and needs, and it will bring back to your body the
lethargy that had left it. When this happens, you will not benefit from your body. O my
brother, hasten for you are being hastened to, race for you are being raced against. Be
serious for the affair is serious. Wake up from your slumber and snap out of your
heedlessness. Remember what you did in the past and fell short in, your sins and what
you did, for it is all recorded and accounted for. Your affair will be sudden, so you are
either pleased with what you put forth or regret what has passed you by.”
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