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The ‘Aqidah of the Salaf & People of Hadith

Imam Isma‘ll ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Sabuni (d. 449
AH)
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All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all that exists, and the good outcome is for the believers.
May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon Muhammad, his family and companions. To

proceed:

When I arrived at Amul and Tabaristan, and the lands of Jilan on my way to Allah’s Sacred
House, and to visit the grave of His Prophet (¥) and his companions, my brothers asked
me that [ should gather for them chapters concerning the principles of the religion that
were held onto by the previous leaders of this religion, and scholars of the Muslims, and

the righteous predecessors, that they guided and called thereby others, in every time.
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They forbade people from the opposite of this as it is rejected by the body of the true and
pious believers. They allied and made enemies based on it, and declared innovators and
disbelievers those who believed otherwise. They gathered for themselves and those they
called to it, blessings and goodness and reward; for those who believe in it, hold onto it,

guide others to it and carry it to others.
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[ sought Allah’s assistance, and wrote in this treatise what is easy in a summarised way. |
hope it will be beneficial for the people of understanding and insight. I ask Allah to
actualise this hope, bestow upon us to way the truth, honesty and guidance, and

steadfastness upon the right way and truth, by His grace and bounty.
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[ say and with Allah is all success: The people of hadith who hold onto the Qur'an and
Sunnah - may Allah preserve their living and have mercy on their deceased - testify to
Allah’s oneness and to the Prophet’s (¥) prophethood and message. They know their
Lord by His attributes that He mentioned in His revelation, or that His Messenger (¥)
stated in the authentic narration that have been narrated by trustworthy narrators. They
affirm for Him what He affirmed for Himself in His Book or upon the tongue of His

Messenger (£).
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They do not believe in likening His attributes to that of His creation. They say that He
created Adam with His hand as Allah states, “He said, ‘O Iblis, what prevented you from

»”m

prostrating to the one I created with My hands.” They do not distort words, and say that
hands here signify blessings or strength, as the Mu‘tazilah and Jahmiyyah do, nor do they

ask how or liken His hands to the creation, as the Mushabbihah do.
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Allah has protected Ahlus-Sunnah from misinterpretation, resembling and asking how.
Instead, He blessed them with knowledge and understanding so that they could walk the
path of tawhid and exoneration. They left negation and resembling, and followed Allah’s
statement, “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.” And as
Allah mentioned about His hands, “from that which I created with My two hands”, and,
“Rather, His two hands are outstretched, He spends as He wishes.” The authentic
narrations from Allah’s Messenger (%) that also mention His hand, such as the narration
of Miisa and Adam debating in which he says, “Allah created you by His hand and
commanded His angels to prostrate before you”, and his (¥) statement, “I will not make
the righteous progeny of the one whom I created with My hand like the one | commanded

to ‘be’ and it was”, and his (¥¥) statement, “Allah created Firdaws with His hand.”
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This is their position concerning all the attributes mentioned in the Qur’an or the
authentic narrations, such as hearing, sight, eye, face, knowledge, power, ability, strength,
majesty, will, wish, statements, speech, pleasure, displeasure, love, hate, happiness,
smiling etc., without likening any of this to the attributes of the creation. Rather, they stop
at that which is said by Allah and His Messenger () without adding to it, asking how,
resembling it, negating it, changing or altering it, nor by removing the word from the
meanings that Arabs know of it through misinterpretation. They apply it literally and
leave its reality to Allah. They acknowledge that only Allah knows its true meaning, as
Allah says describing the grounded in knowledge that they say, “those firmly rooted in
knowledge say: 'We believe in it; it is all from our Lord alone.' No one derives true

admonition from anything except the men of understanding.”
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The verses of the Qur'an and authentic, clear and plain narrations of the Prophet (¥)
concerning attributes are many, and this book would become long by mentioning them,
and how the scholars of this religion have agreed on their authenticity. Most of these
narrations have authentic chains mentioned in Al-Intisar. However, our condition in this

bookis to summarise as much as possible, without mentioning all the narrations and their

chains from the narrators, and compilers of the major and authentic books of narrations.
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The people of hadith testify and believe that the Qur’an is Allah’s speech, address,
revelation and what was sent down from Him, uncreated. Whoever claims that it is
created and believes this is a disbeliever. The Qur'an - which is Allah’s speech and
revelation - is what was sent down with Jibril to the Messenger (3), an Arabic Qur’an for
a people who know, with glad tidings and warnings, as Allah says, “Truly, this Quran has
been sent down by the Lord of the Worlds: the Trustworthy Spirit brought it down to

your heart [Prophet], so that you could bring warning in a clear Arabic tongue.”
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This is what the Prophet (3) conveyed to his nation as Allah commanded him, “O
Messenger, convey what has been revealed to you from your Lord.” What he conveyed by
Allah’s command was His speech about which the Prophet (¥) said, “Are you preventing
me from conveying the speech of my Lord?” This is what is memorised in the hearts,
recited upon the tongues and written in the mushafs, however it is recited, read or
memorised, and wherever it is recited, read or written in the mushafs of the Muslims and
the tablets of their children. All of it is Allah’s speech, uncreated. Whoever claims that it

is created is a disbeliever in Allah.
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Ibn Khuzaymah said, “The Qur’an is Allah’s uncreated speech. Whoever says that it is
created has disbelieved in Allah. Their testimony is to be rejected, they are not visited
when sick, nor is their funeral prayer offered and they are not buried in the graveyards

of the Muslims. They are asked to repent, if they do not, then they are executed.”
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As for saying that my reading of the Qur’an is created, then Abu Bakr al-Isma‘ili al-Jurjani
mentioned in his letter to the people of Jilan, “Whoever claims that their reading of the

Qur’an is created - intending the Qur’an, they have said that the Qur’an is created.”
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Ibn Mahdi al-Tabari mentioned in his book that he wrote to the people of this land, “The
belief of Ahlus-Sunnah is that the Qur’an is Allah’s speech, address, revelation and what
was sent down from Him, uncreated. Whoever claims that it is created and believes this
is a disbeliever. The Qur’an is preserved in our chests, recited upon our tongues and
written in our mushafs. It is the speech that Allah spoke with. Whoever says that their

reading or words of the Qur’an are created, is ignorant, misguided and a disbeliever.
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[ only mentioned these exact words of Tabari from his book because I agree with them,
for in this he followed the way of the Salaf and people of hadith, despite him being an

expert in rhetoric, and author in it and a leader amongst its people.
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim said in Naysabir about reading the Qur’an, “No one should debate this.

The Qur’an is Allah’s uncreated speech.”
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Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabarisaid in his book on theology about this issue, “As for saying
that the words of the Qur’an read by a person, then we do not know of any narration
stating this from a Companion or successor, except for those whose statements are not
needed, but not from those who can be followed upon guidance and whose statements
are like those early imams like Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Abu Isma‘il al-Tirmidhi said that
he heard Ahmad say, “The Lafziyyah are Jahmiyyah, Allah says, ‘Grant them protection
until they hear Allah’s speech,” Whose speech?”
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He then said, “I heard some of our companions - [ don’t remember their names - stating
that Imam Ahmad said, “‘Whoever says that their recitation of the Qur’an is created is a

Jahmi, and whoever says that it is uncreated is an innovator.”
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Tabari continued, “There is no other position in this except his, for there is no imam we

can follow in this besides him, and there is sufficiency in him. He is the followed imam, by
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Allah have mercy upon him.” These are the words of Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari that I

have copied here from his book on theology.
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He, i.e. Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, negated from himself in this chapter, everything
that was ascribed to him and that he was accused of from turning away from the Sunnah
to innovation. What he mentions from Imam Ahmad that the Lafziyyah are Jahmiyyah is
authentic from him. He said this because Jahm and his followers openly said that the
Qur’an is created. Those who claimed that their reading of the Qur’an was created were
slowly going to their statement. Ahlus-Sunnah made people fear during that time this
statement, so people said this instead, intending by it that the Qur’an was created. This is

why Ahmad called them Jahmiyyah. It is also narrated that he said, “The Lafziyyah are

worse than the Jahmiyyah.”
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As for what Tabari mentioned of Imam Ahmad’s statement that whoever says that my
reading of the Qur’an is uncreated is an innovator, he intended by this that the Salaf never
spoke about this issue as they did not need to. This came from those who delved into it
and the foolish who brought innovations, and breached what they had been prohibited
from of misguidance and sayings. They delved into what the Salaf and the scholars of
Islam never delved into. This is why he said it is an innovation. Therefore, the people of
the Sunnah should leave it, and not speak about this or other similarly innovated issues.
Rather, they should stick to that which the Salaf said, that the Qur’an is Allah’s uncreated

speech. More than this is the disbelief of those who say it is created.
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said, “Whoever disbelieves in a word of the Qur’an, has
disbelieved in all of the Qur’an. Whoever says that I don’t believe in this speech, has also

disbelieved.”
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The people of hadith believe and testify that Allah is above the seven heavens and above
His throne, as He mentions in His Book in Siirah al-A‘raf, “Your Lord is Allah, who created
the heavens and earth in six days, then ascended above the throne.” He says in Strah
Yiinus, “Your Lord is Allah who created the heavens and earth in six days, then ascended
abpve the Throne, governing everything; there is no one that can intercede with Him,
unless He has first given permission.” He says in Siirah al-Ra‘d, “It is Allah who raised up
the heavens with no visible supports and then ascended above the throne.” He says in
Strah al-Furqan, “...and then ascended above the throne- He is the Lord of Mercy; He is

the Best Informed.” He says in Stirah al-Sadjah, “He then ascended above the throne.” And

in Sturah Ta Ha, “The Most Gracious, ascended above the throne.”
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Allah told us that Pharaoh said to Haman, “build me a tall tower so that | may reach the
ropes that lead to the heavens to look for this God of Miisa. am convinced that he is lying.”
He said this because he heard Miuisa mention that Allah is above the heavens. Do you not

see how he says that he thinks he is lying, in that there is a god above the heavens?
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The scholars of this nation and the Salaf did not differ in that Allah is above His throne,
and that His throne is above the heavens. They affirm this as Allah did for Himself, they
believe in it, and confirm what their Lord said. They say as Allah said that He ascended
above the throne. They take this apparently and leave its reality to Allah, saying, “We
believe in it, it is all from our Lord, and only the people of understanding take heed,” as
Allah tells us that the grounded in knowledge say. Allah is pleased with this statement of

theirs and praises them for it.
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Umm Salamah commented on the veses, “The Most Gracious, ascended above the throne”
and said, “Ascension is known, the how is not understood, to accept it is faith and to deny

it is disbelief.”
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Malik ibn Anas was asked about this verse and replied, “Ascension is known, the how is
not understood, to believe in it is obligatory and to ask about it is an innovation. I think

you are a misguided one.” He then asked that the man be removed.
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Ja‘far ibn ‘Abdillah said, “Malik ibn Anas was asked about this verse, and I have never seen
him affected as he was by this question. He began to sweat, and the people began to watch
him. He then overcame this and said, ‘Ascension is known, the how is not understood, to
believe in it is obligatory and to ask about it is an innovation. I think you are a misguided

one.” He then asked that the man be removed.
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Same narration as above
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Al-Husayn ibn Fadl al-Bajali was asked about the ascension above the throne and said,
“We do not know of the unseen except that which has been mentioned to us. Allah told us

that He ascended above the throne, but He did not tell us how.”
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said, “We know that our Lord is above the seven heavens,
ascended above the throne, separate from His creation. We do not say as the Jahmiyyah

do that he is here”, and he pointed to the earth.
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Ibn Khuzaymah said, “Whoever does not say that Allah is above His throne, above the
seven heavens has disbelieved and his blood is lawful. He is asked to repent or else
executed. He is then thrown into a dump so that the Muslims and others will not be
harmed by his stench. His wealth is for the treasury and not inherited as the Muslim

cannot inherit from a disbeliever as the Prophet (3) said, “The Muslim does not inherit

from the disbeliever, nor the disbeliever from the Muslim.”
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Our imam, Al-Shafi‘T used as evidence in the issue of emancipating believing slaves and
how disbelieving ones are not valid, with the narration of Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam. When
he wanted to free his slave girl in expiation, he asked the Prophet (¥) about this. The
Prophet (¥) tested her and asked, “Who am 1?” She replied by pointing to the sky and
then to him, i.e. that he was the Messenger from the One above the heavens. The Prophet
(¥) said, “Free her for she is a believer.” Thus, he attested to her faith when she affirmed
that her Lord is above the heavens, possessing the attribute of being high and above. Al-
Shafi‘i used this against those who said that a disbelieving slave can be freed in expiation,
due to his beliefthat Allah is above His creation, above the seven heavens and His throne,
as is the belief of Ahlus-Sunnah in both the earlier and latter times, for he would not

narrate an authentic narration and then oppose it.
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Al-Shafi‘ said, “If you see saying something and the Prophet (¥) said its opposite, then

know that my mind has left me.”
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Al-Shafi‘i once narrated something and was asked, “Do you agree with this?” He replied,
“Do you see me in a monastery or church? Do you see me where the clothes of the non-
believers? Here I am in the mosque of the Muslims and wearing their clothing, facing their

qiblah. How can [ narrate something from the Prophet (¥) and they not agree?!
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The difference between Ahlus-Sunnah and the innovators is that the latter hear narration
about the attributes of Allah and deny them outright, or accept them with

misinterpretation, seeking thereby to deny it, and use their intellect and opinions instead.
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They know for certainty, that what the Prophet (¥) said is literal, as he was the most
knowledgeable concerning his Lord, and only spoke the truth, honesty and revelation as

Allah says, “He does not speak of his desires. It is only revelation given to him.”
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Al-Zuhri and other imams said, “It is for Allah to explain, the Messenger to convey and

upon us to submit.”
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Ja‘d ibn Dirham came to Wahb ibn Munabbih asking him about Allah’s attributes. He said
to him, “Woe to you O Ja‘d, ask less for [ think you will be destroyed. O Ja‘d, had Allah not
informed us in His Book that He has two hands, eyes and a face, we would not have said.

Fear Allah.” Shortly after this, Ja‘d was crucified.
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Khalid ibn ‘Abdillah al-Qasri gave a sermon on the day of Adha in Basrah and said at the
end, “Go home and slaughter, may Allah bless your slaughter. Today, I will slaughter Ja‘d

ibn Dirham for he claims that Allah did not take Ibrahim as His close friend, nor did He

18



&)

Al Isnad

speak to Misa. Far above and removed is Allah from what Ja‘d asserts.” He then

descended, executed him with his own hand and ordered him crucified.
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The people of hadith affirm the descending of our Lord every night to the lowest heaven,
without likening Him to the creation, resemblance or asking how. Rather, they affirm that
which Allah’s Messenger (%) affirmed and stop there. They accept the apparent words of

the authentic narration and leave its reality to Allah.
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They also affirm what Allah revealed in His Book of His coming and approach as
mentioned in the verses, “Are these people waiting for Allah to come to them in the
shadows of the clouds, together with the angels?”, And, “Your Lord will come with the

angels in rows.”
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Abu Bakr al-Isma‘lli mentioned in his letter to the people of Jilan that Allah descends to

the lowest heaven as is authentically reported from the Prophet (%), and as mentioned

19



&)

Al Isnad

by Allah, “Are these people waiting for Allah to come to them in the shadows of the clouds,

together with the angels?”, And, “Your Lord will come with the angels in rows.”
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We believe in all of this as it came without asking how. Had Allah wanted to tell us about
the how, He would have done so. Thus, we stop at what is clear and refrain from the
ambiguous, as Allah commands us, “It is He who has sent this Scripture down to you
[Prophet]. Some of its verses are definite in meaning- these are the cornerstone of the
Scripture- and others are ambiguous. The perverse at heart eagerly pursue the
ambiguities in their attempt to make trouble and to pin down a specific meaning of their
own: only Allah knows the true meaning. Those firmly grounded in knowledge say, ‘We

believe in it: it is all from our Lord’- only those with real perception will take heed.”
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‘Abdullah ibn Tahir said to Ishaq ibn Ibrahim, “O Abu Ya‘qib, this narration you narrate
from Allah’s Messenger (3) that Allah descends to the lowest heaven, how does He

descend?” He replied, “May Allah honour the governor. We do not ask how about Allah.

He descends without the how.”
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Muhammad ibn Sallam said “I asked ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak about Allah’s descending
on the middle night of Sha‘ban. He replied, ‘O weak one. The middle night! He descends

every night. A man asked, ‘How does He descend? Does that place not become empty!’ He

»nm

said, ‘He descends how He wishes.”” In another narration he said to the man, “If a

narration from the Prophet (%) comes to you, submit to it.”
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim was asked about the narration of descent, is it authentic? He responded,
“Yes.” Some people said to him, “O Abu Ya‘qiib, do you claim that Allah descends every
night?” He replied, “Yes.” He was asked, “How does He descend?” He replied, “First agree
that He is above and then I will tell you.” The man agreed so he said, “Allah says, ‘Your

Lord will come with the angels in rows.” The governor ‘Abdullah said, “O Abu Ya‘qib, this
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is on the Day of Judgement.” He replied, “May Allah honour the governor. The One who

comes on the Day of Judgement, what stops Him from coming today?”
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The narration of Allah descending every night to the lowest heaven is agreed upon in
authenticity. It is the narration of Malik from al-Zuhri, from Agharr and Abu Salamah from

Abu Hurayrah.
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “Our Lord descends every night
to the lowest heaven when the last third of the night remains. He asks, ‘Who will
supplicate that [ may respond? Who will ask that [ may grant? Who will seek forgiveness

that I may forgive?”
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There are a number of different chains to Abu Hurayrah for this narration.
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This narration is also reported from Ibn Mas‘td, Fadalah ibn ‘Ubayd, Jabir, Ibn ‘Abbas,

‘A’ishah and Umm Salamah.
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All of these chains are mentioned in our major work, Al-Intisar. The same narration with

the ending, “until the time of Fajr.”
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In another wording, “Who will loan without any loss or harm?” In another wording at the
end, “There is not a living thing except that it knows about it, except for the humans and

jinn. That is when the cockerel crows, the donkey brays and the dark barks.”
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In the narration of ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit, “Our Lord descends every night to the lowest
heaven when the last third of the night remains. He asks, ‘Is there not a servant of Mine
who will supplicate that I may respond? Is there not one who has wronged himself and
will seek forgiveness that [ may forgive? Is there not one whose provision is restricted
that [ may provide for him? is there not one oppressed who will remember Me that I may
assist him? is there not one in distress who will call out to Me that I may release him?’ It

is like this until dawn and then He ascends above His throne.”
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Same narrations from Jabir.
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Jabir narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “On the day of Arafah, Allah descends to
the lowest heaven, and boasts about the people of the earth to the inhabitants of the
heavens. He says ‘Look at my slaves, dusty, dishevelled and fatigued. They have come
from every valley and pass seeking My reward, though they have not seen My

punishment.’ No day sees more people freed from the Fire than the day of Arafah.”
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Rifa‘ah al-Juhani narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said, “When a third of the night, or

half or two thirds passes, Allah descends to the lowest heaven saying, ‘1 will not ask

another about My servants...”
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Similar narration to previous ones

05 s o BLE B mlaall oy ) Bt 481 elall o BT sl saz o 6]
Dy JB 106 sl 58 3y dmes o o 4l 1B 2V s Gl e Bl Gl o s
Clab @ clandl oda J) Los [ G5 O3] g Jek Ml Of takey ade I Lo
Jo 04 jael dms a s Sanlogls n fa Sadael Pl e e 1l comnid L)
JST il ey g e B3 I M el rtns o 2 0,00 i (2iST iz e

RRRU RPN

Similar narration with addition of, “He commands the gates of heaven open,” and, “Is
there one distressed that [ may remove his distress from him? Is there one who seeks

mercy that  may grant it to him?’ He remains there until dawn, every night of this world.”
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Similar narration to what has preceded.
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Similar narration to above with addition, “I am the King” thrice.
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Abu Manstr said after mentioning this narration that Abu Hanifah was asked about this
and replied, “He descends without how.” Others said, “He descends as is befitting His
majesty without how, without His descent being like that of His creations, for He is above

His attributes being like those of His creation, just as He is unlike His creation. Thus, his

coming, arriving, descending are according to His attributes without resemblance or how.
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Ibn Khuzaymah said in his book of Tawhid, “The chapter of verified narrations from the
scholars of Hijaz and Iraq about Allah descending every night to the lowest heaven,
without asking how but affirming the descent. We testify willingly on the tongue and
confirming in the heart with certainty the narrations of descent without asking how. Our
Prophet (%) did not explain the how of Allah’s descent to the lowest heaven, but told us
that He descends, and Allah obligated upon the Prophet (¥) to explain to the Muslims
what they require of their religion. Thus, we say and affirm what is in the narrations of
descent without worrying about the manner of descent, for the Prophet (¥) did not

explain this to us.”
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Umm Salamah said, “What a blessed day it is upon which Allah descends to the lowest
heaven.” She was asked what day that was and replied, “The day of Arafah.”
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‘A’ishah narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “Allah descends on the middle night of
Sha‘ban to the lowest heaven from that night until the end of the next day. He emancipates
from the Fire the same number as the hair of the sheep of Banu Kalb, or the sheep of Banu
Kalb. He decrees the pilgrims, sends down the year’s provisions, and forgives everyone

except the polytheist, the one who severs the ties of kinship, the undutiful or one who

holds enmity to another.”
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Rifa‘ah al-Juhani narrated, “We left with the Prophet (%) from Makkah and people began
to seek his permission, and he granted it. The Prophet (¥) said, ‘Why is the side of the
tree next to the Prophet (33) more disliked to you than the other? The people were crying.
Abu Bakrsaid, ‘The one who seeks permission after this is foolish.” The Prophet (¥) stood,
praised Allah, and he would say when taking an oath, ‘By the One in whose hand is my
soul, I testify before Allah that not one of you who believes in Allah and the Last Day, and
is upright upon this except that he will enter Paradise. My Lord has promised me that
seventy thousand of my nation will enter Paradise without accounting or punishment. I
hope that you and the righteous of your spouses and offspring will enter into it.” He then
said, ‘When half or two thirds of the night pass, Allah descends to the lowest heaven and

says...” the same narration as above
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Therefore, when the narrations of descent are authentic from the Prophet (), Ahlus-
Sunnah accepted and confirmed them. They affirmed the descent as the Prophet (¥) said,
without holding any resemblance to His creation. They did not ask about the how, as there
is no way to know this. Rather, they know, affirm and believe that Allah’s attributed do
not resemble those of the creation, just as His creation do not resemble Him. Allah is far

above what those who resemble and negate assert, and may He curse them.
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Hammad ibn Abi Hanifah said, "We said to them, 'Do you not see Allah's statement, 'Your
Lord will come with the angels in ranks', and, 'Are these people waiting for God to come

to them in the shadows of the clouds, together with the angels?”
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Will our Lord come as He says and will the angels come in ranks?’ They said, ‘The angels
will come in ranks but we do not know what Allah meant and how He will come.” We said,
‘We did not ask you about how He will come, just that you believe that He will come. What
do you call the one who denies that the angels will come in ranks? They said, ‘A

disbeliever.” We said, ‘Likewise is the one who denies that Allah will come, he is a

disbeliever.”
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Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said, “If a Jahmi says, ‘I do not believe in a Lord who leaves His place.”

Then say, ‘I believe in a Lord who does as He pleases.”
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Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (%) said, “You will see your Lord as
you see the full moon.” Yazid ibn Hartin was asked about the meaning of this narration
and became angry. He said, “How similar you are to Sabigh and how you need the same
treatment. Woe to you! Who knows how this will be? Who can say more than what has
been narrated or speak about it from themselves unless they are foolish or lack
religiosity. If you hear a narration from the Prophet (¥), then follow it and do not
innovate, for if you follow it, you will not be asked about your submission, but if you do

not, you will be destroyed.”
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The story of Sabigh that Yazid ibn Hariin was referring to was mentioned by Sa‘id ibn al-
Musayyab. Sabigh came to Umar and said, “O leader of the believers, what is, ‘By what
scatters far and wide’? He replied, ‘It is the wind, and had I not heard the Prophet (:£) say
it, [ would not say it.’ He asked, ‘What is, ‘and the heavily laden’? He replied, ‘It is the
clouds, and had I not heard the Prophet (¥) say it, | would not say it He asked, ‘What is,
‘the distribution ordained?’ He replied, ‘The angels, and had I not heard the Prophet (¥)
say it, [ would not say it." He asked, ‘What is, ‘the speed freely’? He replied, ‘Ships, and had
I not heard the Prophet (%) say it, | would not say it.” Umar then ordered that he be lashed
a hundred times. He then imprisoned him in a house, until when he recovered, he lashed
him another hundred. He then imprisoned him in a house, until when he recovered, he
lashed him another hundred. He then moved him to Qatab and wrote to Abu Misa al-
Ash‘ari that he should not mix with others. He remained like this until he came to Abu
Misa and took strong oaths that he has changed. Abu Miisa wrote to Umar informing him

and he replied, ‘I think he is truthful, so let him mix with others.”
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A man said that he saw Sabigh in Basrah like a lost camel. Whenever he approached a
group that didn’t know him, others would call, “The command of the leader of the

believers.’
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In another narration of this story, Sabigh came to Madinah and began to question the
ambiguous of the Qur’an. Umar heard this and prepared for a lash from date palm fibre.
When he entered upon Umar, he asked him, “Who are you?” He replied, “I am the slave of
Allah, Sabigh.” Umar said, “I am the slave of Allah, Umar.” He then began to beat him until
blood came from his face. He said, “Enough, O leader of the believers, by Allah, what was

in my head has left me.”
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Malik ibn Anas said, “Beware of innovations.” He was asked what innovations are and
replied, “The people of innovation are those who speak about Allah’s names and

attributes, His speech, knowledge and power. They do not remain quiet about that which

the Companions and their students remained quiet.”
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Al-Shafi‘isaid, “For a person to meet Allah with every sin other than shirk, is more beloved

to me than for him to meet Allah with some desires.”
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Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz was asked about desires and replied, “Hold onto the religion of the

child in school and the Bedouin, and leave everything else.”
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Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah said, “Everything that Allah described Himself with, then its

interpretation is to recite it and remain quiet.”
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Al-Walid ibn Muslim said, “I asked al-Awza‘i, Sufyan and Malik ibn Anas about these
narrations concerning attributes and they replied, “Accept them as they come without

asking how.”
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Al-Zuhri - the imam of his time and era said, “It is for Allah to explain, for the Messenger
to convey and for us to submit.” Some of the Salaf said, “The foothold of Islam only

remains upon the threshold of submission.”

W sl Csin ol Wis ai o el Wi bl o Wi ags oy alb ol Lps]
T ) s O (s aeke ) o 1 Jgny JB 1B 0 2 el o g3l e oy S
o O 1 B Sl cpag L gy b 8 b il glad o LSl 8 sgmns L2

A sle Bgadayg (sdry oy

Kathir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Muzani narrated from his grandfather that Allah’s Messenger (¥)
said, “This religion began as something strange, and it will return to being strange just as
it began, so glad tidings to the strangers.” He was asked, “Who are the strangers?” He

replied, “Those who revive my Sunnah after me and teach it to others.”
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Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallam said, “The one who follows the Sunnah is like one who

holds onto hot coals. This today is better, in my view, than fighting for Allah’s sake.”

36



&)

we d) ooy dmen o B e o Wss 1B Gy o e Gl 5 sV 5 S
U Jg OF lall o 0B colel s Jads Jda d pag ey Jas e (de a1 W1 LT b 1 s
6 g 3 3 alle 28000 ol {hy e 80 o oy 5o 0 J (el iz o Y

Jlav: o} a8 o

Ibn Mas‘ld said, “O people! Whoever has knowledge should speak it, and whoever does
not should say, ‘Allah knows best’. It is from knowledge to say about that which you do
not know, ‘Allah knows best.” Allah said to His Prophet (¥), ‘Say, ‘I ask no reward from

»nm

you for this, nor do I claim to be what I am not.
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Muhammad ibn Ka‘b said, “I entered upon Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz and looked at him
harshly. He said, ‘You are looking at me in a way that you did not use to whilst [ was in
Madinah.’ I said, ‘I am amazed.” He asked, ‘What amazes you? I said, ‘Your colour has
changed, you've become thin and you hair has thinned.” He said, ‘How will it be after three
days in my grave, with my cheeks drooping, and nostrils decaying, you will dislike it even
more. Narrate to me the narration of Ibn ‘Abbas.’ I said, ‘Ibn ‘Abbas narrated from the
Prophet (%), ‘Everything has its position of honour. The most honourable sitting is that
which faces the giblah. Do not pray behind someone asleep or without purification. Kill
the snake and scorpion, even if in prayer. Do not over beautify with clothes. Whoever
looks into his brother’s book without his permission, only looks into the Fire. Shall I
inform you of the worst of you?’ They said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘The one
who strikes his slave, prevent his good and is alone. Shall I not inform you of worse than
that? The one who hates people and they hate him. Shall I not inform you of worse than
that? The one who does not accept his faults, nor excuses or forgive mistakes. Shall I not
inform you of worse than that? The one from whom you expect no good and are not safe
from his evil. Whoever wishes to be the strongest of people, let him trust in Allah.
Whoever wishes to be the richest of people, let him have more trust in what is in Allah’s
hand than in the hands of others. Whoever wants to be the kindest of people, then let him
fear Allah. ‘Isa stood amongst his people and said, ‘O Children of Israel! Do not speak with
wisdom in front of the ignorant, lest you are unjust to those words, nor prevent it from
those deserving, thereby oppressing them. Do not oppress or help an oppressor, lest your
standing before your Lord be invalidated. There are three affairs: a clearly good affair, so
follow it, a clearly evil affair, so refrain from it, and an affair you differ over, so leave it to

Allah.”
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The people of the Sunnah believe in resurrection after death on the Day of Judgement,
and in all that Allah mentioned of the terrors of that day and that it is all true. They also
believe in the various states of creation on the day and what they will see and face on that
terrifying day, from the records being placed on the right or left, the questioning, and all
the earthquakes and terrors promised on that day, the standing on the bridge and when
the scales are placed, the unfurling of the scrolls of deeds in which the smallest of good

and evil is contained.
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The people of the Sunnah believe in the intercession of the Prophet () for the sinners
from the people of tawhid and those who commit major sins, as is mentioned in the

authentic narration from the Prophet (£).
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Anas narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “My intercessions is for the major sinners of my

nation.”
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Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet (¥) said, “I was given a choice between intercession
for my nation and between half of them entering into Paradise. I chose intercession as it
is wider reaching and more general. Do you think that it is only for the pious believers?

No, it is for the sinners and disobedient.”
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that he asked the Prophet (3), “O Messenger of Allah, who is
worthiest of your intercession on the Day of Judgement?” He replied, “I did not think
anyone would ask me about this before you, due to your eagerness to narrated. The
worthiest of my intercession on the Day of Judgement is the one who says, ‘None has the

right to be worshipped except Allah’ sincerely from his heart.”
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They also believe in the pond and al-Kawthar, and that a group of believers will enter
Paradise without accounting, and others will have an easy accounting, and that they will
enter Paradise without any harm afflicting them or punishment. They also hold that a
group of them who are sinners will enter the Fire, and then be freed from it, and will
reunite with their brothers who preceded them into Paradise, and that they will not be

eternally in the Fire. As for the disbelievers, they will be eternally in it, never to leave. No

sinning believer will be left to remain therein forever.
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Ahlus-Sunnah testify that the believers will see their Lord with their eyes, and will see
him as mentioned in the authentic narration of the Prophet (%), “You will see your Lord
as you see the full moon.” This example compares the act of seeing as opposed to what is

being seen. We have narrated all of these narrations with their chains in Al-Intisar.
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Ahlus-Sunnah testify that Paradise and the Fire are created, that they will remain forever
and not be destroyed. The people of Paradise will never leave it. Likewise, the people of
the Fire who are decreed to be from its inhabitants, will remain therein forever. They

believe that death will be slaughtered between Paradise and Hellfire and it will be said,
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“0 people of paradise, eternity and no death. O people of the Fire, eternity and no death.”
This is authentically narrated from the Prophet (£).
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From the belief of the people of hadith is that faith comprises of speech, action and
knowledge, it increased with obedience and decreases with disobedience. Imam Ahmad
was asked about the meaning of increase and decrease. He replied that ‘Umayr ibn Habib

said, “When we remember Allah, praise and glorify Him, that is increase. When we are

negligent and forget, that is decrease.”
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Yahya ibn Sulaym said, “I asked ten scholars about faith and they said that it is speech and
action. I asked Hisham ibn Hassan and he said, ‘Speech and action.’ I asked Ibn Jurayj and
he said, ‘Speech and action.’ I asked Sufyan al-Thawri and he said, ‘Speech and action.’

asked al-Muthanna ibn al-Sabbah and he said, ‘Speech and action.’  asked Muhammad ibn

42



&)

Al Isnad

Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman and he said, ‘Speech and action.” I asked Muhammad ibn
Muslim al-Ta'ifi and he said, ‘Speech and action.’ I asked Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad and he said,

‘Speech and action.’ I asked Nafi‘ ibn Umar al-Jumahi and he said, ‘Speech and action.”
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Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah said that faith is speech and action, it increases and decreases. His
brother Ibrahim said, “O Abu Muhammad, do you say that it decreases?” He replied, “Be

quiet young boy, it decreases until nothing of it remains.”
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Al-Walid ibn Muslim said, “I heard al-Awza‘i, Malik and Sa‘id ibn Abdul-Aziz rebuking the
one who says that faith is knowledge without action. They would say that there is no faith
except with action.” I said that therefore, the one whose good deeds are more is more

complete in faith than the one who has less good deeds, and more sins and heedlessness.
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Abdullah ibn Tahir said, “O Ahmad, you dislike these people without knowing why, but I
dislike them upon knowledge. The first issue they have is that they do not respect the
authority of the leader. The second issue is that they give no value to faith. I would never
claim that my faith is like that of Yahya ibn Yahya or Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and they claim

that their faith is like that of Jibril and Mika’il.”
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim said, “Ibn al-Mubarak came to Rayy. A man stood up - and I think that
he was from the Khawarij. He asked, ‘O Abu Abdur-Rahman, what do you say about the
one who fornicates, steals and drinks?’ He replied, ‘I do not remove him from faith.” He
said, ‘O Abu Abdur-Rahman, have you become a Murji’ in old age? He replied, ‘The
Murji’ah would never accept me. They claim that all their good deeds are accepted and
their sins are forgiven. If | knew that a single one of my deeds was accepted, | would testify
that [ was in Paradise.”” Umar said, “If the faith of Abu Bakr were to be weighed against

the faith of the people of the earth, his would outweigh theirs.”
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Al-Husayn ibn Harb said, “I testify that the religion of Ahmad ibn Harb was that faith

consists of speech and action, it increases and decreases.”

o oA Ol i A Y Wl Sy o 88 L LT 0y ekl OF st il ey
we lis sla O] g 5o d ) ol OB (odsYly dmsdl o Sley dlgre LB 5 L)
apeato) & camiSTly 4SSy Lo e Calas Yy QUL iz L Ul bl agy 2kl alssly
b ol L s 13]5 QU Ol 3s ey aile cLs Oy ¢ligYly BV oo il o )

AN 13 s ) L a3l el

Ahlus-Sunnah hold that a believer, even if he commits many minor and major sins, is not
cast out of faith because of it. If he dies without repenting, but dies upon tawhid and
sincerity, then his affair is with Allah. If Allah wishes, He may pardon him and enter him
into Paradise on the Day of Judgement, safe and without touching the Fire, and there will
be no reproach upon him for what he did and the sins he carries on the Day of Judgement.
alternatively, Allah may punish him for a period in the Fire. If he is punished, he will not

remain therein forever but will leave to Paradise.
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Sahl ibn Muhammad said, “The sinful believer, if he is punished in the fire, will not be
thrown into it as the disbelievers will, nor will he remain therein as they will, nor will he
be wretched therein as they will.” The meaning of this is that the disbeliever is dragged
on his face into the Fire. He will be thrown in with chains and shackles. As for the sinful
believer, he will enter the Fire as a criminal would enter prison in this world, without
being thrown in. The meaning of not being punished in the same way, is that the
disbeliever’s body will be consumed, and then his skin replaced continually, as Allah says,
‘When their skins have been burned away, We shall replace them with new ones so that
they may continue to feel the pain.” As for the believers, then their faces are not burned,
nor their limbs of prostration as Allah has forbidden these upon the Fire. The meaning of
them not remaining therein forever is that the disbeliever will never leave, but the
believers will not remain therein forever. The meaning of them not being wretched
therein is that the disbelievers in the Fire will despair from any mercy of Allah, nor will
they expect any ease. The believers however, will not despair from Allah’s mercy, as their
ending will be in Paradise, as they were ultimately created for it by Allah’s grace and

favour.
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The people of hadith differed over the ruling of the Muslim who intentionally leaves an
obligatory prayer. Imam Ahmad and others from the Salaf said he is a disbeliever and

leaves the fold of Islam, due to the authentic narration, “Between a person and shirk is

abandoning the prayer. Whoever does so has disbelieved.”
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Al-ShafiTand others from the Salaf stated that he is not a disbeliever so long as he attests
to its obligation. Rather he is deserving of a capital punishment as the apostate is. They
understood the previous narration to refer to those who deny its obligation, as Allah
mentions in the statement of Yusuf, “I reject the faith of those who disbelieve in Allah and

deny the life to come.” He does not disbelieve but leaves its obligation.
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Ahlus-Sunnah also say about the actions of people that they are created by Allah and do
not deny this. They do not consider those who reject this to be from the people of

guidance and truth.
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They testify that Allah guides whomsoever He wills to His religion, and misguides
whomsoever He wants. There is no excuse for those who are misguided or proof they can
use. Allah says, “Say, ‘The conclusive argument belongs to Allah alone. Had He so willed
He would have guided you all.”” And, “If it had been Our will, We could certainly have
given every soul its true guidance, but My words have come true.” And, “We have created
many jinn and people who are destined for Hell.” Allah created them and has no need of
them. He made them two groups: a group that would be rewarded by His grace, and one
that would be punished by His justice. He made them misguided and guided, wretched
and happy, close to His mercy and far from it. “He cannot be called to account for anything
He does, whereas they will be called to account.” And, “all creation and command belong
to Him. Exalted be Allah, Lord of all the worlds!” And, “Just as He first created you, so you
will come back [to life] again.” Some He has guided and some are doomed to stray.” And,

“Such people will have their preordained share.”
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Abdullah ibn Mas‘td narrated that Allah’s Messenger (3£) said, “The creation of one of you
is gathered in the form of semen in the womb of your mother for forty days, then it
becomes a clinging thing in similar period, then it becomes a lump of flesh like that, then
Allah sends an angel who breathes the life into it; and is commanded to record four things
about it: Its provision, its term of life, its conduct; and whether it will be happy or
miserable. By the One besides Whom there is no true god! Verily, one of you would
perform the actions of the dwellers of Jannah until there is only one cubit between him
and it, when what is foreordained would come to pass and he would perform the actions
of the inmates of Hell until he enters it. And one of you would perform the actions of the
inmates of Hell, until there is only one cubit between him and Hell. Then he would

perform the acts of the dwellers of Jannah until he would enter it."
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‘A’ishah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (¥) said, “One of you would perform the actions
of Jannah but he is destined to be in the Fire, so before his death, he will perform the
actions of the inmates of Hell until he enters it. And one of you performs the actions of the
Hell but he is destined to be in Paradise, so before his death, he will perform the actions

of Paradise until he enters it.”
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Ahlus-Sunnah testify and believe that all good and evil, benefit and harm is by Allah’s
decree. There is no repelling it, escape from it or way to avoid it. Only what is written will
happen. If all of creation were to attempt to benefit someone not decreed by Allah, they
cannot do so, and if they attempted to harm, they cannot do so, as mentioned in the
narration of Ibn ‘Abbas from the Prophet (¥). Allah says, “If Allah inflicts harm on you, no

one can remove it but Him, and if He intends good for you, no one can turn His bounty

away.”
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Alongside this belief of Ahlus-Sunnah that all good and evil is decreed by Allah, they do
not attribute to Allah that which is deficient when said by itself such as, ‘Creator of
monkey, swine and beetles, even though there is no creator or Lord of them except Him.
This is mentioned in the statement of the Prophet (¥) in his opening supplication,

“Blessed and High above are You, and evil is not ascribed to You.”
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The meaning of this - and Allah knows best - is that evil is not ascribed to Allah by itself
or intentionally such as saying, ‘O Creator of evil or O decreer of evil’. Though he created
and decreed it. This is why Khidr attributed weakness to himself as Allah mentioned, “The
boat belonged to some needy people who made their living from the sea and I damaged
it...” However, when he mentioned goodness, piety and mercy, he ascribed it to Allah, “so
your Lord intended them to reach maturity and then dig up their treasure as a mercy from
your Lord.” He also mentions something similar from Ibrahim, “He who cures me when I

am ill.” He ascribed illness to himself and the cure to Allah, though all comes from Allah.
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Ahlus-Sunnah hold that Allah willed all that people do, good and bad. No one believes
except by His will, and had He willed, He could have made everyone into a single
community. If he did not will disobedience, He would not have created Iblis. Thus, the
disbelief of the disbelievers and the belief of the believers is by His decree and will. He
wills and decrees all. He is pleased with faith and hates disbelief and sin. Allah says, “If

you are ungrateful, remember Allah has no need of you, yet He is not pleased by

ingratitude in His servants; if you are grateful, He is pleased [to see] it in you.”
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The people of hadith testify and believe that the outcomes of people are unknown, as no
one knows their ending. They do not judge any individual as being from Paradise or any
individual being in the Fire. This is unknown to them as they do not know what a person
died upon. Rather they say, ‘We are believers if Allah wills’, i.e. we will die upon faith if
Allah wills.
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They testify that whoever dies upon Islam will ultimately enter into Paradise. Those
whom Allah has decreed that they will be punished in the Fire for a period due to their
sins that they did not repent from, will eventually enter Paradise. No Muslim will remain
in the Fire by Allah’s grace. Whoever dies upon disbelief then he will be in the Fire, never

to leave, and there will be no end for him in there.
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As for those for whom Allah’s Messenger () testified that they would be in Paradise by
name, then the people of hadith attest to this, affirming that which the Prophet (¥)

52



&)

Al Isnad

promised. The Prophet (¥) did not promise this except upon knowledge and due to the
unseen knowledge Allah gave to him about this. Allah says, “He is the One who knows

what is hidden. He does not disclose it except to a messenger of His choosing...”
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The Prophet (%) gave glad tidings of Paradise to the ten: Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Alj,
Talhah, Zuabyr, Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf, Sa‘d, Sa‘id and Abu Ubaydah. He also testified
that Thabit ibn Qays ibn Shammas was in Paradise. Anas said, “He would walk amongst

us and we would say that he was from the people of Paradise.”
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They testify and believe that the best of the Companions of Allah’s Messenger (%) were
Abu Bakr, then Umar, then Uthman and then Ali. They are the four Caliphs that the
Prophet (3) mentioned, “The Caliphate after me will be thirty years.” After that era,
kingdom came as the Prophet (¥) foretold.
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The people of hadith testify to the Caliphate of Abu Bakr after the death of the Prophet
(¥), by the consensus and choice of the Companions, and their testimony that the Prophet
(¥) was pleased for him to lead them in religion, so they are pleased with him for this
worldly life. Meaning that the Prophet (¥) asked him to lead the prayers during his illness,
so the Prophet (¥) appointed him to lead them in religion.
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4
They also said, “The Prophet (¥) put him forward, so who will move him back?” this
means that the Prophet (¥) told him to lead them in prayer during his illness, and they
prayed behind him, so who will move him back after this? The Prophet (¥) spoke about
the status of Abu Bakr during his lifetime, showing to others that he was worthiest of
being his successor. This is why the Companions agreed, and benefited by that. Abu
Hurayrah said, “By Allah, besides whom there is no god, were Abu Bakr not appointed,

Allah would not have been worshipped.” When he was asked why this would have been,

he replied, “He stood with truth and they accepted it.”
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Then, the caliphate of Umar by the appointment of Abu Bakr, and the Companions

agreement. Allah used him to strengthen Islam and heighten it.
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Then, the Caliphate of Uthman by the consensus of the six members of the council, and

the agreement thereafter of the Companions, and their acceptance of him.
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Then, the Caliphate of Ali by the pledge of the Companions, when they saw him to be the

worthiest and best for this position, and did not allow any to differ in this.
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These are the four Caliphs, through whom Allah strengthened this religion, fought the
enemies and gave power to Islam. During their times, truth was manifest, light was
brightened and darkness cast out. Allah fulfilled His promise through them, “Allah has
made a promise to those among you who believe and do good deeds: He will make them
successors to the land, as He did those who came before them; He will empower the

religion He has chosen for them; He will grant them security to replace their fear.” And,
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“Those who follow him are harsh towards the disbelievers and compassionate towards
each other. You see them kneeling and prostrating, seeking Allah’s bounty and His good
pleasure: on their faces they bear the marks of their prostrations. This is how they are
pictured in the Torah and the Gospel: like a seed that puts forth its shoot, becomes strong,

grows thick, and rises on its stem to the delight of its sowers. So Allah infuriates the

disbelievers through them.”
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Whoever loves them and allies with, supplicates for them and remembers their rights,
and knows their virtues will be from the successful. Whoever hates them, curses them,

and ascribes them to that which the Rawafid and Khawarij do, they will be destroyed.
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The Prophet (¥) said, “Do not curse my Companions, for whoever does so will be cursed
by Allah.” He (%) also said, “Whoever loves them, does so because of his love for me.
Whoever hates them, does so because of his hate for me. Whoever harms them has

harmed me, and whoever curses them is cursed by Allah.”
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The people of hadith hold that they should offer jumu‘ah, ‘Id and the other prayers behind
the leader, whether he is righteous or not. They hold that they should fight alongside them
even if they are oppressive. They supplicate for them and ask for their guidance and
success and that they should be just with their people. They do not allow uprising with

the sword, even if they leave justice and go to oppression. They hold that those who rebel

should be fought until they return to obedience of the leader.
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They believe that one should refrain from what took place between the Companions of
Allah’s Messenger (). The tongues should be cleansed from mentioning them in a
derogatory or defamatory way. Instead, they should ask for mercy for all of them and love
all of them. Likewise, they honour the wives, supplicate for them, know their status and

affirm that they are mothers to the believers.
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They believe and testify that no one deserves Paradise, even if their actions are good and
sincere, and their deeds the purest and pleasing, unless Allah showers his grace and

bounty upon them. This is because the good they do was only possible because Allah

made it easy. Had He not made it easy or guided to it, it would not have been possible.
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Allah says, “If it were not for Allah’s bounty and mercy towards you, not one of you would
ever have attained purity. Allah purifies whoever He will.” And other such verses. He said
about the people of Paradise, “Praise be to Allah, who guided us to this: had Allah not

guided us, We would never have found the way.”
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They believe and testify that Allah has placed for His creation an appointed time, and that
no soul shall die except by Allah’s permission and when its time comes. Once the time is
up, there is nothing except death and there is no escape from it. Allah says, “There is a
time set for every people: they cannot hasten it, nor, when it comes, will they be able to
delay it for a single moment.” And, “No soul may die except with Allah’s permission at a
predestined time.” They testify that the one who dies or is killed has reached his
appointed time. Allah says, “Tell them, ‘Even if you had resolved to stay at home, those

who were destined to be killed would still have gone out to meet their deaths.””, And,

“Death will overtake you no matter where you may be, even inside high towers.”
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They are certain that Allah created devils that whisper to people seeking their errors,

Lo

wanting them to be lowly and plotting against them. Allah says, “The evil ones incite their
followers to argue with you: if you listen to them, you too will become idolaters.” Allah
allows them to overpower whomsoever He wills and saves from their plots and plans
whomsoever He wills. Allah says, “Rouse whichever of them you can with your voice,
muster your cavalry and infantry against them, share their wealth and their children with
them, and make promises to them- Satan promises them nothing but delusion- but you
will have no authority over My [true] servants: Your Lord can take care of them well

12

enough.” And, “He has no power over those who believe and trust in their Lord; is power

is only over those who ally themselves with him.”
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They testify that in this world there is magic and magicians, except that it cannot harm
except by Allah’s permission. Allah says, “although they harm no one with it except by
Allah’s leave.” Whoever uses is bewitched or uses magic and believes that it harms or
benefits without Allah’s permission, has disbelieved in Allah. If one is guilty of it, they are
told to repent or else executed. If he does what is less than disbelief or speaks in a weird
tongue, is prohibited from doing so. If he persists, he is punished. If he says that magic is

lawful and I believe it to be so, he should be executed, for making permissible what the

Muslims have agreed is prohibited.
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The people of hadith make impermissible intoxicants from drinks taken from grapes,
raisins, dates, honey, grains or any other intoxicant. They make it impermissible in small
and large quantities. They avoid it, declare it impure and believe in the punishment

attached to it.
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They hold that one should hasten to the prayers. It should be offered at its earliest time
and that is better than delaying it to its latest time. They make obligatory the recitation
of Fatihah behind the imam, and command that the bowing and prostration be fulfilled as
an obligation. They explain this to be contentment in these positions and standing until
the body is at ease, and similar to it when sitting between the two prostrations; these are

all pillars without which the prayer is invalid.
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They advise the night prayer after sleep, joining the ties of kinship, spreading the salam

and feeding others. They encourage mercy toward the poor, needy and orphans, and to
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care about the affairs of the Muslims. They advise balance in eating, drinking, intercourse
and clothing, to hasten to goodness, enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, and racing
to do all good deeds, to refrain from longing, and to advise one another with the truth and

patience.
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They love and hate for the sake of religion. They avoid argumentation and debating about
it. They refrain from innovators and misguidance. They dislike the people of desires and
ignorance. They follow the Prophet (%) and his Companions who are like stars that guide,

as the Prophet (%) said about them. They follow the righteous Salaf from the imams and

scholars of the religion, and hold onto what they held onto of the clear truth and religion.
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They dislike the innovators who invent into the religion what is not from it. They do not
love these people or accompany them. They do not listen to them or sit with them, nor do
they debate and argue with them. Rather, they preserve their hearing from listening to
their falsehood which if it passes through the ears and settles in the hearts, will harm, due

to the whisperings and thoughts it brings. Allah says, “When you come across people who
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speak with scorn about Our revelations, turn away from them until they move on to

another topic.”
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The signs of the innovators are clear. The clearest of these signs is their animosity
towards the general texts of the Prophet (%), their belittlement of it, and labelling it
archaic, ignorant, literal or ambiguous. They hold that the narrations of the Prophet ()
don’t contain certain knowledge, but that knowledge is in what Satan throws to them by
way of their warped logic, internal whisperings, emotions of the heart devoid of good,
bereft evidences and invalid doubts. “These are the ones Allah has rejected, making their

ears deaf and their eyes blind.” And, “Anyone disgraced by Allah will have no one to

honour him: Allah does whatever He will.”
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Ahmad ibn Sinan al-Qattan said, “There is not an innovator in this world except that he
hates the people of hadith, for when one innovates, the joy of hadith is removed from his

heart.”
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Ahmad ibn al-Hasan said to Imam Ahmad, “O Abu Abdullah! They mentioned the people

»n

of hadith to Ibn Qutaylah and he said, ‘They are evil people.” Imam Ahmad stood, dusting

off his clothes and said, “Heretic, heretic”, until he entered his house.
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Abu Nasr ibn Sallam said, “There is nothing more burdensome upon the heretics, nor

more hated to them then hearing narrations and mentioning their chains.”
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Ahmad ibn Ishaq ibn Ayyib said whilst debating a man, “So and so narrated to us.” The
man said, “Leave this narrating out. Until when will you narrated?” He responded, “Get
up O disbeliever. It is not allowed for you to enter my house again after today.” He then
turned to us and said, “I have never said to anyone before that they cannot enter into my

house.”
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Abu Hatim al-Razi said, “The sign of innovators is to speak ill of the people of narration.
The sign of the heretics is that they call the people of narration trifle, wanting to negate
narrations thereby. The sign of the Qadariyyah is that they call Ahlus-Sunnah the

enforcers. The sign of the Jahmiyyah is that they call Ahlus-Sunnah resemblers. The sign
of the Rafidah is that they call the people of narrations, Nasibah.”
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All of this is bias. Ahlus-Sunnah are only known by one title: the people of hadith. I have
seen that the innovators who attach these labels to Ahlus-Sunnah, do as the polytheists
did with Allah’s Messenger (¥). They called him many labels including magician, fortune
teller, poet, crazy, tested, or a liar and fabricator. The Prophet (%) was free of these labels,
and was the chose Messenger and Prophet. Allah says, “See what they think you are like!
But they are lost and cannot find the right way.”
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The innovators likewise divided amongst themselves labels for the people of hadith; those
who carry narrations and reports. Some called them trifle, others resemblers, or Nasibah,
or enforcers. The people of hadith are free of all of these labels. They are only people of
good character, uprightness and strong evidences. Allah has allowed them to follow His
Book and revelation, and follow the Prophet (%) in his statements that he commanded of
speech and deeds, forbade them from evil, helped them to hold onto his example and
Sunnah. Their chests have expanded to love him and love the scholars. Whoever loves a
people will be with them on the Day of Judgement as the Prophet (¥) said, “A person will

be with those whom he loves.”
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One of the signs of the people of the Sunnah is that they love the Sunnah and its scholars,
helpers and people. They dislike the imams of innovation who call to the Fire and guide
to destruction. Allah has beautified and illuminated the hearts of Ahlus-Sunnah by their

love of the scholars of the Sunnah, by His grace and bounty.
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Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id read his book on faith to a group and it said at the end, “If you someone
love Sufyan al-Thawri, Malik ibn Anas, al-Awza‘1, Shu‘bah, Ibn al-Mubarak, Abul-Ahwas,
Sharik, Waki’, Yahya ibn Sa‘id and Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdji, then know that he is a

person of the Sunnah.
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Ahmad ibn Salamah said, “I will add to this list Yahya ibn Yahya, Ahmad ibn Hanbal and
Ishaq ibn Rahawyh.” When he reached this point, he looked towards some people of
Naysabir and said, “These people hate Yahya ibn Yahya.” We asked him, “Who is Yahya

ibn Yahya?” He replied, “A righteous imam of the Muslims, and Ishaq is an imam and

Ahmad is greater than all those I named.”
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[ will add to the names mentioned by Qutaybah, that those who loves them is from the
people of the Sunnah. They are from the imams of hadith who are followed and taken as
examples. They and their followers and companions, and those who follow them include
Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i, the well-known imam and leader, who holds great favour
over Islam and the Sunnah, the one endowed with success and uprightness, who served
the religion and Sunnah of the Prophet (¥) by aiding it and defending it, that no other

came close to during his time or after him.
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Those before al-Shafi‘1 like Sa‘id ibn Jubayr, al-Zuhri, al-Sha‘bi and al-Taymi. Then after
them, the likes of Layth ibn Sa‘d, al-Awza‘i, Thawri, Sufyan ibn Uyaynah, Hammad ibn
Salamah, Hammad ibn Zayd, Yinus ibn Ubayd, Ayyub, Ibn Awf and their likes. Then after
them, the likes of Yazid ibn Hartin, Abdur-Razzaq and Jarir ibn Abdul-Hamid.
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Then after them, the likes of Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Dhuhli, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-
Bukhari, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Abu Dawud al-Sijistani, Abu Zur‘ah al-Razi, Abu Hartim and

his son Muhammad, Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Warah, Muhammad ibn Aslam al-Tus;,

67



&)

Al Isnad

Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Darimi, Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzayamah - known as the imam
of imams and he surely was during his time - and Abu Ya‘qub Ishaq ibn Isma‘il al-Busti,
Hasan ibn Sufyan al-Nasawi, my paternal grandfather Yahya ibn Mansur, ‘Adiyy ibn
Hamdawayh al-Sabtini and his two sons, Abu Abdullah al-Sabiini and Abu Abdur-Rahman
al-Sabiini, and others from the imams of the Sunnah, who held onto it, supported it, called

to it and allied with it.
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These statements that I have mentioned in this book comprise the beliefs of all the above.
None of them differed in this, rather they agreed upon it all. They agreed also that
innovators should be refuted, belittled, humiliated and distanced, and to keep away from
them, their company and being close to them, and to seek nearness to Allah by avoiding

and boycotting them.
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[ also, by Allah’s grace, follow their narrations and benefit from their example. I advise
my brothers and friends to not stray from their way and not to follow other than their

statements. Do not become busy with the innovations that have become widespread
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amongst the Muslims, as they have spread and become common. Had one of them
appeared during the time of one of those imams, they would have abandoned it and called
it an innovation, and rebuked the one who did and harmed him for it. Do not be deceived
my brothers by the multitude of innovators and their numbers, for the increase in the
people of falsehood and the decrease in the people of truth is a sign of the closeness of
the day of truth. It is from the signs of the Hour as the Prophet (¥) said, “From the signs

of the Hour is a decrease in knowledge and an increase in ignorance.” Knowledge is the

Sunnah and ignorance is innovation.
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Whoever today holds onto the Sunnah of the Prophet (¥) and acts upon it, is firm upon it
and calls to it, will have a greater and fuller reward than those who did this at the
beginning of Islam. The Prophet (¥) said, “He will have the reward of fifty.” They asked,
“Fifty from them?” He replied, “No, fifty of you.” He (¥) said this about those who uphold

the Sunnah when others become corrupt.

aslal) e o (sde o de Al e Gl s pLY) el OIS (3 oyt Ol o J6
Lt JB v o o ool OF () Ol el ol o 0yl JB () e,
B ebed 15k gl Oled ol e 1B LB oy sens Gl 1 JB e o LA e

A o b3le o Joad]

Al-Zuhri said, “To learn one Sunnah is better than worshipping two hundred years.”
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Umar ibn Muhammad said, “Abu Mu‘awiyah al-Darir was speaking with Hartin al-Rashid.
He informed him of the narration of Abu Hurayrah that Adam and Misa debated. ‘Isa ibn
Yanus asked, ‘How can this be when there was such a distance between Adam and Maisa.’
Harin rebuked him, ‘He narrated from the Prophet (%) and you are asking how?’ He kept
repeating this until he went quiet.” This is how one should honour the narrations of the
Prophet (%) and accept and submit to them. He should rebuke sternly those who do other
than this as Harin al-Rashid did to the one who questioned the narration, rebuking him

for his questioning and doubts, not accepting willingly what is narrated from the Prophet

().
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May Allah make us of those who hear the admonishment and follow it in the best of ways,
and those who hold onto, in this world and during their life, to the Qur’an and Sunnah.

May He distance us from misguiding desires, abhorrent views and humiliating desires, by
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His grace and favour. May Allah bestow peace and blessings upon Muhammad, his family

and Companions.
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