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Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds; the final outcome belongs to those who are
mindful of Him. May Allah’s blessings be upon Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets, and
upon all the prophets and messengers.

To proceed: You wrote — may Allah have mercy on you and grant you success through His
guidance — that you had resolved to study and discern the collection of reports transmitted
from the Messenger of Allah (£): those relating to the practice and rulings of the religion, as
well as to reward and punishment, encouragement and warning, and the many other
categories of transmitted teachings.

You mentioned that you desired to examine these reports together with their chains of
transmission — the isnads through which they have been conveyed and circulated among the
scholars — and that you wished, may Allah guide you aright, to have them gathered in an
ordered and comprehensive form. You also asked me to summarize them for you in a written
compilation, without unnecessary repetition, since, as you observed, such repetition would
distract you from your true purpose: to reflect upon their meanings and to derive
understanding and insight from them.
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As for what you have requested—may Allah honour you—when | turned my thoughts to it and

reflected upon its implications and likely outcome, | concluded, Allah willing, that it promises a

praiseworthy result and a real benefit. Indeed, when you asked me to undertake this effort, |

realised that if | were granted success and able to complete it, the first to reap its benefit
would be myself, before anyone else — for many reasons, too numerous to mention here.
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In summary, mastering a small portion of this discipline, when done carefully and precisely, is
far easier for a person than trying to grapple with an unwieldy mass of material, especially for
those among the common people who lack the ability to distinguish what is sound from what
is unsound, unless someone else points it out to them. If that is the case — as we have
described — then to focus on the few authentic reports is more fitting and beneficial than to
accumulate an abundance of unsound ones.
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Indeed, any real benefit to be hoped for in amassing large numbers of reports, including their
many repetitions, is confined to a particular class of people — those who have been granted a
measure of insight and understanding of the causes and subtleties behind such narrations.
Such a person, is able—Allah willing—to draw benefit even from extensive collections, finding
value in their abundance and variety. But as for the masses, who are the very opposite of
those endowed with perception and learning, there is no purpose for them in seeking out a
multitude of reports, when they are incapable of comprehending even a few.
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Then, with Allah’s permission, we shall begin the task of compiling and arranging what you
have requested — yet this shall be done under a specific condition, which | will now make
clear. Our method will be this: we shall take the total body of reports transmitted from the
Messenger of Allah — # — and divide them into three main categories, corresponding to
three classes of people, without unnecessary repetition, except in cases where a particular
report must be repeated because it contains an additional point of meaning, or because of a
chain of transmission that stands beside another, for a reason warranting its inclusion.

For that additional meaning within a report, when it is essential, takes the place of a complete
hadith. Thus, it becomes necessary to repeat the report which carries such an extra nuance.
Alternatively, if possible, that difference may be extracted and stated separately in summary
form. Yet at times this proves difficult to do; in such cases, repeating the entire report as it
stands is the safer course.
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As for any report that we find ourselves repeating in its entirety without any real need to do
so, we shall, Allah willing, refrain from it.
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As for the first category, we aim to prioritize the reports that are the safest from defects,
purer in their transmission, and whose transmitters are people of uprightness in hadith and
meticulous in what they convey. In their narrations, there is no severe disagreement and no
gross confusion, unlike what is found in the reports of many other hadith scholars, and is
evident in their reports.
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When we trace the reports of this category of transmitters, we sometimes encounter chains
that include narrators who are not distinguished for perfect memorization or meticulous
accuracy, unlike the first category we mentioned. Yet, even though they rank below the
previous group in what we described, they are still encompassed under the qualities of
reliability, honesty, and pursuit of knowledge. This includes figures such as ‘Ata’ ibn al-Sa’ib,
Yazid ibn Abt Ziyad, Layth ibn Abi Sulaym, and others of their kind, who are known as
preservers of reports and transmitters of narratives.
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They are recognized among the scholars for their knowledge and discretion, as we have
described. As for others of their peers, who possess precision and uprightness in narration, are
higher in their standing and rank, because among the scholars, such qualities represent a high
degree and a noble distinction.
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Indeed, if you weigh these three—‘Ata’, Yazid, and Layth—against Mansur ibn al-Mu’tamir,
Sulayman al-‘Amash, and Isma‘l ibn Ab1 Khalid, in terms of precision and uprightness in
hadith, you will find them clearly distinguished. Amongst the scholars, they do not approach
them due to the authenticity of the transmitted reports of Mansur, al-‘Amash, or Isma‘“ll, and
this was not of the same degree among ‘Ata’, Yazid, or Layth.
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And similarly, if you compare their peers—lbn ‘Awn and Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani—with ‘Awf ibn
Ab1 Jamilah and Ash‘ath al-Humrani, who were the companions of al-Hasan and Ibn Sirin, just
as Ibn ‘Awn and Ayyub were their companions, you will find a significant difference. The gap
between the two groups is wide in terms of excellence and the soundness of transmission.
While ‘Awf and Ash‘ath are not lacking in truthfulness and reliability according to the scholars
of hadith, the reality is that the station of Ibn ‘Awn and Ayyub is considered superior among
the scholars of knowledge.
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We have named these individuals merely as examples, so that their mention may serve as a
guiding illustration for those unfamiliar with the method of the scholars in ranking
transmitters. No person of high standing should be diminished below their due rank, nor
should one of lesser stature be elevated above their proper station in knowledge. Each person
is accorded their rightful place, and each rank is acknowledged according to its merit.

12







INTRODUCTION TO SAHIH MUSLIM ‘

Al-lsnaﬂ

AR

qud 2 /// e o z < ] . a8 s o2 /{ s
S g3z de B Jo & Jots 6l 208 GF @ Qs B g s 2 5D 35

ke e o3 8753y {0015 & J3 o ST 4 Gl G . s

&ijm\yd\%@fjt;ww@ub@yco?)ﬂ bjfsbjﬁ-éx_e

It has been reported from ‘A’ishah that she said: “The Messenger of Allah () commanded us
to assign people their proper ranks,” and in accordance with what Allah declares in the Qur’an:
“And above every one possessing knowledge is one more learned”. Thus, in the manner we
have outlined, we proceed to compile what you asked concerning, from the narrations of the
Messenger of Allah ().
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As for those reports transmitted by people who, according to the scholars of hadith or the
majority of them, are considered questionable, then we have refrained from compiling their
hadith. This includes, for example, ‘Abdullah ibn Miswar Abu Ja‘far al-Mada’ini, ‘Amr ibn
Khalid, ‘Abdul-Quddis al-Shami, Muhammad ibn Sa‘7d al-Maslib, Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim,
Sulayman ibn ‘Amr Abld Dawid al-Nakha, and others like them, who were accused of
fabricating hadith or generating reports. Similarly, we have also refrained from reporting what
predominates in their narrations as falsehood and major errors.
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The mark of a munkar (rejected) hadith in a transmitter’s narration is that, when his version of
a report is compared with those transmitted by reliable and well-regarded preservers of
hadith, his narration contradicts theirs—or scarcely accords with them. When the majority of
a narrator’s reports are found to be of this nature, his hadith are to be abandoned —neither
accepted nor employed.
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Of this class of transmitters are: ‘Abdullah ibn Muharrar, Yahya ibn Abt Unaysa, al-Jarrah ibn al
-Minhal Abu al-‘Ataf, ‘Abbad ibn Kathir, Husayn ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Dumayrah, and ‘Umar ibn
Suhban — and others who follow their course in transmitting munkar (rejected) reports. We
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do not turn our attention to their hadiths, nor do we occupy ourselves with them.
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For the ruling of the scholars — and what we know of their method regarding the acceptance
of a hadith that a transmitter narrates uniquely — is that such a narrator must have
participated alongside the reliable authorities among the people of knowledge and precision
in transmitting some of what they have transmitted, and that he must have shown consistent
agreement with them therein. When such concord is established, and he thereafter adds a
detail not found in the narrations of his peers, that additional report of his is accepted.
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As for one whom you find attributing reports to the likes of al-Zuhri, in all his eminence and
the multitude of his companions—those who were masters of precision and preservation,
transmitters of his hadith and the hadith of others—or to the like of Hisham ibn ‘Urwah,
whose narrations, among the scholars of hadith, are well known and widely transmitted,
whose students have conveyed their narrations in general agreement upon most of them—
then such a person who narrates from either of these men a number of reports that none of
their known students recognize, and who is not known to have shared with them in the sound
narrations that they preserved, it is not permissible to accept the hadith of such a type of
transmitter. And Allah knows best.
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We have thus explained some aspects of the method and discipline of hadith and of its
people—enough to guide whoever seeks to follow their path and is granted success in doing
so. And, Allah willing, we shall add further clarification and explanation in appropriate places
throughout this book, particularly when we come upon reports containing hidden defects,
setting them out in their proper contexts where such clarification is most fitting—if Allah wills.
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After this, may Allah have mercy on you: were it not for what we have observed of the
mistakes of many who have appointed themselves hadith transmitters, in failing to discard
weak reports and rejected narrations, and in neglecting to restrict themselves to the well-
known authentic hadiths transmitted by trustworthy narrators recognized for their
truthfulness and integrity—after knowing this and acknowledging it themselves in their
statements—then much of what they cast before the unlearned is unacceptable, being
transmitted from those not approved, whom the great Imams of hadith had criticized. Such
figures include Malik ibn Anas, Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-
Qattan, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi, and others among the Imams. Were it not for this, it
would not have been easy for us to pursue with clarity the distinctions and precise knowledge
you asked for.
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But for the reason that we have made you aware of—the tendency of people to circulate
rejected reports, with weak and unknown chains of transmission, and to cast them before the
general populace who do not recognize their defects—it became a matter of ease and relief
for our hearts to respond to your request.
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Chapter: The Obligation to Transmit Only from the Trustworthy and to Avoid Liars, and the
Warning Against Lying About the Messenger £
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Know that it is incumbent upon anyone who is able to distinguish between authentic and
weak reports, and who is aware of the trustworthiness of transmitters as opposed to those
who are suspect, to relate only that which is verified through reliable chains of transmission.

They must protect the integrity of the transmitter and avoid transmitting from those who are
known for falsehood and obstinacy, from the people of innovation.
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The evidence that supports what we have stated—and excludes what contradicts it—is found
in the words of Allah: "O you who believe! If a wicked person comes to you with news, verify it,
lest you harm people unknowingly and regret what you have done." And He also said: "From
those whom you consider to be just witnesses", and: "And call to witness two just persons from
among you".

These verses indicate, as we have explained, that the report of a sinner is not acceptable and
is to be rejected, and that the testimony of one who is not just is invalid. Even if a narration
differs in form or meaning from testimony, they converge in their essential point: the
narration of a sinner is not accepted by scholars, just as their testimony is universally rejected.
The Prophetic tradition also confirms the rejection of narrations that are rejected (al-munkar),
just as the Qur’an indicates the rejection of the report of a sinner.
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It is reported widely from the Messenger of Allah ,#that he said: "Whoever narrates from me
a report that he thinks is false is among the liars."
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Chapter: The Grave Sin of Lying Against the Messenger of God (peace be upon him)

&

5 et Wi VB jLas oy il 23 A52 Bhsy - B35 08 S0 W iR dsu, 5 8
& . 1E L7 s 195 0. ,w 2%% o, o o~ 5 ° o A.o4 (AL
i\.\)\}wdb.db.;’,\u \&p)u;cgmu\ f"dﬁgu"y@"’u“wubﬁ

"Ju\cuguu § 3 4 e 195 Y "(,u ofe @ Jo
Rib‘Tibn Hirash, said that he heard ‘Al delivering a sermon in which he said: The Messenger of
Allah ( (#said: “Do not lie about me, for whoever lies about me will enter the Fire.”
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Anas ibn Malik said: “What prevents me from relating to you many hadiths, is that the
Messenger of Allah ( (#said: ‘Whoever deliberately lies about me, let him take his seat in the
Fire.”
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Abl Hurayrah said: The Messenger of Allah ( (Zsaid: ‘Whoever lies about me deliberately, let
him take his seat in the Fire.”
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‘Al ibn Rabr‘ah, said: “I came to the mosque while al-Mughirah was governor of Kufah. Al-
Mughirah said: ‘1 heard the Messenger of Allah ( (¥say: “Lying about me is not like lying about
anyone else. Whoever lies about me deliberately, let him take his seat in the Fire.””
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Another chain to al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah, from the Prophet (,(% to the same effect—but
without mentioning the words: “Lying about me is not like lying about anyone else.”
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Chapter: The Prohibition of Relating Everything One Hears
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AbQ Hurayrah said: The Messenger of God ( (¥said: “It is enough for a person to be considered
a liar that he should repeat everything he hears.”
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said: “It is enough falsehood for a person that he should repeat
everything he hears.”
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And Imam Malik said — as narrated by Ibn Wahb: “Know that no one who relates everything
he hears will remain unharmed; nor will such a person ever be a true leader to be followed.”
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td said likewise: “It is enough for a person to be considered a liar that he

should relate everything he hears.” ‘Abdul-Rahman ibn Mahd1 said: “A man will never become
a true imam to be followed until he learns to withhold part of what he hears.”
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Sufyan ibn Husayn said: “lyas ibn Mu‘awiyah once said to me, ‘I see that you are deeply
devoted to the knowledge of the Qur’an. Recite a stirah for me and explain it so that | may see
what you know.” | did so, and he said to me: ‘Remember what | tell you — beware of
outrageousness in speech. Rarely has anyone indulged in it without lowering himself and
falling into falsehood in his reports.”

And ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘d said: “You do not relate something to a people whose minds cannot
grasp it, except that it becomes a source of confusion for some of them.”
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Chapter: The Prohibition of Narrating from the Weak and the Need for Caution in Bearing
Their Narrations
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Abl Hurayrah said that the Messenger of God #said: “There will come, at the end of my
community, people who will relate to you things that neither you nor your forefathers have
ever heard. Beware of them and beware of their reports.”
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AbQ Hurayrah said that the Messenger of God *said: “At the end of time there will appear
false deceivers. They will come to you with reports of traditions which neither you nor your
forefathers have heard. Beware of them and their narrations. Do not be misled or tempted by
them.”
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‘Abdullah said: “Satan may take the form of a man and approach people, conveying to them
false reports. They then disperse. Then one among them may say: ‘I heard a man | recognise
by face—though | do not know his name—relate this to us.””
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‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Umar ibn al-‘As said: “In the sea there are imprisoned devils, bound by
Sulayman. They are about to emerge and recite the Qur’an to the people.”
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Tawds said: “This man (meaning Bushayr ibn Ka‘b) came to Ibn ‘Abbas and began narrating to
him. Ibn ‘Abbas said to him, “Return to such-and-such a narration.” So he repeated it, and
then narrated further. Ibn ‘Abbas said again, “Return to such-and-such a narration.” So he did.
Then Bushayr said to him, “I do not know whether you recognise all my narrations but reject
this one, or reject them all and recognise only this?” lbn ‘Abbas replied, “In earlier times, we
would narrate from the Messenger of Allah #when no one used to lie about him. But when
people began to ride every difficult and easy path, we refrained from narrating from him.”
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Ibn ‘Abbas said: “We used to preserve the hadith carefully, and the hadith was preserved from
the Messenger of Allah .#5But once you began to traverse every rough and smooth path, then

how unlikely?!”
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Mujahid, said: Bushayr al-‘Adawi came to Ibn ‘Abbas and began narrating, saying repeatedly,
“The Messenger of Allah #said, the Messenger of Allah #said.” But Ibn ‘Abbas neither
permitted his narration nor turned his gaze towards him. Bushayr said, “lbn ‘Abbas! Why do |
not see you listening to my hadith? | narrate to you from the Messenger of Allah ,%and yet
you do not listen!” Ibn ‘Abbas replied: “There was a time when, if we heard a man say, ‘The
Messenger of Allah [said,” we would rush to look at him and lend him our ears with full
attention. But when people began to take every rough and smooth path for it, we no longer
accepted from people except what we recognised.”

Ibn Ab1 Mulaykah said: | wrote to Ibn ‘Abbas asking him to write for me a kitab and to keep it
concealed from me. He replied, “A fine, sincere son indeed! | should make the selection
carefully for him and then conceal it from him?” Then he called for the Qada’ of ‘Al (the
record of ‘Ali’s judicial rulings) and began to write portions of it. When he came upon certain
passages, he said: “By Allah, ‘Ali did not judge thus — unless he was mistaken.”
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Tawads said: A book was brought to Ibn ‘Abbas in which were recorded the judgements of ‘All.

He erased it — all of it save for a small portion, about the length of a man’s forearm (as Sufyan
ibn ‘Uyaynah indicated with his arm).
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AbU Ishaq said: When those innovations were introduced after the time of ‘Ali, one of the
Companions of ‘Ali said: “May Allah fight them! What knowledge they have corrupted!”

AbU Bakr — meaning lbn ‘Ayyash — said: | heard al-Mughirah say: “No one was truly accurate
in narrating from ‘Al except the Companions of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad.”
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Chapter: On Clarifying that the Chain of Transmission (Isndd) is Integral to the Religion; that
Narration is Acceptable Only from the Trustworthy; and that Critiquing Narrators According
to their True Condition is Permissible—indeed, Obligatory—and not of the Forbidden
Backbiting, but rather a Defence of the Noble Shari‘ah.
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Muhammad ibn Sirin said, “Indeed, this knowledge is the religion, so be careful as to who you
take your religion from.”
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Ibn Sirin said, “They never used to ask about isnad. Then, when the trials struck, they said,

‘Name for us your narrators.” We look at the people of the Sunnah and take their narrations,
and look at the people of innovation and don’t take their narrations.”
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Sulayman ibn Musa said: “I met Tawis and said to him, ‘So-and-so has narrated to me such
and such.” He replied, ‘If your companion is reliable, then take from him.””
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Same narration as above with a different chain
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Ibn Ab1 al-Zinad said, from his father: “I met in Madinah one hundred men, all of them
trustworthy, yet not one of them was a transmitter of hadith. It was said about them: ‘They
are not among those qualified to transmit.””
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Sa‘d ibn Ibrahim said: “None should narrate from the Messenger of Allah #except those who
are truly trustworthy.”
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said: “The chain of transmission (isndd) is part of the religion. Were
it not for the isnad, anyone could say whatever they wished.”
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‘Abdullah said, “Between us and the people are pillars, i.e. the isnad.”
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Ab{ Ishag, Ibrahim ibn Isa al-Talagani, said: | asked ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, ‘O Abl ‘Abdur-
Rahman, the hadith that goes: “Among acts of righteousness following righteousness is that
you pray for your parents with your prayer, and fast for them with your fast” — what is its
status?’

‘Abdullah replied: ‘O Abl Ishaq, from whom is this narration?’ He said: ‘It is from Shihab ibn
Khirash.” ‘Abdullah said: ‘He is trustworthy. And from whom?’ He said: ‘From al-Hajjaj ibn
Dinar.” ‘Abdullah said: ‘He is trustworthy. And from whom?’ He said: ‘The Messenger of Allah
’ #Abdullah said: ‘O Abu Ishaq! Between al-Hajjaj ibn Dinar and the Prophet “#there are vast
gaps — so wide that the necks of a caravan of camels would be broken in crossing them — yet
in matters of charity, there is no disagreement.’
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said publicly, “Leave the narrations of ‘Amr ibn Thabit, for he used
to curse the Salaf.”
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AbU ‘Aqil, the companion of Buhayhah said: “I was sitting with al-Qasim ibn ‘Ubaydillah and
Yahya ibn Sa‘ld. Yahya said to al-Qasim: “O Abd Muhammad, it is most unbecoming for a
person like you to be asked about matters of this religion of which you have neither
knowledge nor guidance in it.” Al-Qasim asked him: “And why do you say that?” Yahya
replied: “Because you are the son of the two leaders, Abi Bakr and ‘Umar.” Al-Qasim said to
him: “What is more reprehensible than that, for one who truly understands Allah, is to speak
without knowledge, or to take from someone untrustworthy.” At this, Yahya remained silent
and gave no further answer.”
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A similar narration to the above one but this time with Ibn Umar
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Yahya ibn Sa‘id said: “I asked Sufyan al-Thawri, Shu‘bah, Malik, and Ibn ‘Uyaynah about a man
who is not reliable in hadith, and then a man would come to me and ask me about him. They
said: ‘Inform him that he is not trustworthy.””
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Al-Nadr said: “lbn ‘Awn was asked about a hadith concerning Shahr while he was standing in
the doorway. He said: ‘Indeed, Shahr has been declared trustworthy. Indeed, Shahr has been
declared trustworthy.”” Muslim comments: “The people’s tongues took it up; they spoke
about it.”
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“Shu‘bah said: ‘I met Shahr, but | did not consider him reliable.””

‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said: “I once asked Sufyan al-Thawri, ‘You know the state of ‘Abbad
ibn Kathir. When he reports, he brings forth a great matter. Should | tell people not to take
from him?’ Sufyan replied: ‘Yes.” So ‘Abdullah said: ‘Whenever | was in a gathering where
‘Abbad’s name came up, | would praise his piety, but | would also say: “Do not take from
him.”’

‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said: ‘1 went to Shu‘bah, and he said: “This is ‘Abbad ibn Kathir;
beware of him.””
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‘Isa ibn Yanus said: ‘1 was at the door of Muhammad ibn Sa’id with Sufyan. When he went out,
| asked Sufyan about him, and he told me that he was a liar.’
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Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan said: “We have never seen anyone more untruthful in transmission
than the righteous.”
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Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan said: ‘Among the people of virtue, there is no one more prone to
error in reporting than they are.” Muslim comments: “This means that their untruthfulness
occurs on their tongues; they do not deliberately lie.”
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Al-Khalifa ibn Musa said: ‘l entered upon Ghalib ibn ‘Ubaydillah and he started dictating to me:
“Makhul told me, Makhil told me...” At that moment he was taken by the need to relieve
himself. When he got up, | looked at the notebook and found that it contained: “Aban told
me, from Anas; and Aban from so-and-so.” | abandoned it and stood up.”
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Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Hulwani said: “l saw in the book of ‘Affan the report of Hisham from Abd al
-Migdad, narrating a hadith of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Hisham said: ‘A man named Yahya ibn
so-and-so told me, from Muhammad ibn Ka‘b.” | asked ‘Affan: ‘They say that Hisham heard it
from Muhammad ibn Ka'b.” He replied: ‘He was tested because of this hadith. He would say:
“Yahya told me from Muhammad,” then later claimed that he heard it directly from
Muhammad.””
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‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Uthman ibn Jabla said: ‘I asked ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak about the man from
whom you narrated the hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr: “The Day of Fitr is the Day of Rewards.”
He said: “It is Sulayman ibn al-Hajjaj. Be careful about what you take from him.”"”
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said: ‘I saw Rawh ibn Ghutayf, the owner of a dirham’s blood-
money, and | sat with him for a while. | felt ashamed before my companions that they should
see me sitting with him.” He disliked his hadith.
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Ibn al-Mubarak said: ‘Bagiyyah is a man of honest speech, but he transmits from those whom
he sees entering and leaving.””
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Al-Sha‘bt said: “Al-Harith al-A‘war al-Hamdant narrated to me, and he was a liar.”
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“Algamah said: ‘I memorized the Qur’an in two years.” Al-Harith commented: ‘The Qur’an is
easy; the revelation (Sunnah) is harder.”

Al-Harith said: ‘I learned the Qur’an in three years and the revelation (al-wahy) in two years.’
Or he said: ‘The revelation in three years and the Qur’an in two years.””
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Ibrahim said: “Al-Harith was accused (of falsehood).”

° 49 0

a3y Jus, e ujus o d\.x;:&\ ’Cc" - JG. <G oj.:& 55 ua (Gis NUVESAN FE EENESS

g_,Jb.U c}zjb u)\.:u u‘“"‘) cJU A.n_w: v\}'b "“ J""U cJLg gdb
Hamzah al-Zayyat said, “Murrah al-Hamdani heard something from Al-Harith. He said to him,
‘Sit by the door.” Murrah then entered and took his sword. Harith sensed danger and left.”
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Ibn ‘Awn said, “Ibrahim told us, ‘Beware of Al-Mughirah ibn Sa’id and Abu ‘Abdir-Rahim, for
they are both liars.”
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‘Asim said: "We used to go to Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami while we were young boys. He
used to say to us: 'Do not sit with the narrators except for Ablu al-Ahwas. And beware of
Shaqiq."” He said: "This Shaqiq used to follow the opinions of the Khawarij. He was not like
Abd Wa'il."
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Jarir said: "I met Jabir ibn Yazid al-Ju‘fi, but | did not write from him. He used to believe in the
Raj‘ah."
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Mis‘ar said: "Jabir ibn Yazid narrated to us before he began to say what he later said."
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Sufyan said: "People used to take from Jabir before he revealed what he later revealed. When

he revealed what he revealed, people suspected him regarding his hadith, and some
abandoned him. It was said to him: 'And what did he reveal?' He said: 'Belief in al-Raj‘ah.’
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Al-Jarrah ibn Malth said: "l heard Jabir say: ‘I have seventy thousand hadiths from Abdu Ja‘far,
from the Prophet ,#all of them.”"
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Jabir said: | have fifty thousand hadiths, and | have not narrated anything from them.’ Then
one day he narrated a hadith and said: ‘This is from the fifty thousand.’"
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Sallam ibn AbT Mutl® said: | heard Jabir al-Ju‘fi say: “I have fifty thousand hadiths from the
Prophet ”.%
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Sufyan said: | heard a man ask Jabir about the verse: {“l will not leave the earth until my father
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permits me or He rules the earth for me, and He is the best of judges.”} Jabir said: the
interpretation of this has not come. Sufyan said: he lied, and he said to Sufyan: “What is
meant by this?” He said: “The Rafidah say: ‘Ali is in the clouds, so we will not go out with
anyone who goes out from his children until a caller calls from the sky.” Meaning Ali, that a call

nm

says, ‘Go out with so-and-so.”” Jabir said: “This is the interpretation of this verse. And it is

false. It was concerning the brothers of Joseph ”.%
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Sufyan said: | heard Jabir narrating some thirty thousand hadiths, and he said, “I do not deem
it lawful for me to mention any of them, though | have such and such.”

5oad sl A i o B G e o 2 Dl ol Easg s (6
o of T2 e T Meq o7 . 1% @iz ] @

;;‘3‘1?";‘ PR IRORSN] b s 4% tJB 23 Gpes

Muhammad ibn ‘Amr al-Razi said: | asked Jarir ibn ‘Abdul-Hamid, “Did you meet al-Harith ibn

Hasirah?” He said, “Yes — an old man, much given to silence, yet persistent upon a grave
matter.”
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Hammad ibn Zayd, who said: “Ayyib once mentioned a man, and | said, ‘He was not sound of
speech.” He mentioned another and said, ‘He exaggerates in numbers.””
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Hammad ibn Zayd told us: Ayylb said, “I have a neighbour —” then he mentioned his virtues,

“yet if he were to testify before me concerning two dates, | would not consider his testimony
valid.”
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Ma‘mar said, “I never saw Ayyub backbite anyone except ‘Abdul-Karim — meaning Abu
Umayyah — for he mentioned him and said, ‘May Allah have mercy on him; he was not
reliable. He once asked me about a hadith of ‘lkrimah, and then later claimed, “I heard it from
‘Ikrimah.”
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Hammam said: “Abl Dawud the blind came to us and began to say, ‘Al-Bara’ told us,” and,
‘Zayd ibn Argam told us.” We mentioned that to Qatadah, and he said, ‘He has lied — he did

not hear from them. He was merely a beggar who used to ask people for charity during the
time of the plague of al-Jarif.”
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Hammam said: “Abld Dawid the blind entered upon Qatadah. When he left, they said, ‘This
man claims that he met eighteen of those who fought at Badr.” Qatadah said, ‘This man was a
beggar before the plague of al-Jarif; he had nothing to do with any of this, nor did he speak
about it. By Allah, al-Hasan never narrated to us directly from a participant of Badr, nor did
Sa‘ld ibn al-Musayyib narrate to us directly from a participant of Badr, except from Sa‘d ibn
Malik.”
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Ragabah told us that AbQ Ja'far al-Hashimi al-Madant would consider true people’s sayings,

but they were not among the sayings of the Prophet ,£though he would narrate them as

being from the Prophet .£
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Mu‘adh ibn Mu‘adh said: | said to ‘Awf ibn Abi Jamilah, “Amr ibn ‘Ubayd narrated to us from
al-Hasan that the Messenger of Allah #said, ‘Whoever carries weapons against us is not one

of us.”” He replied, “By Allah, ‘Amr has lied! But he wanted to twist it to support his vile
doctrine.”
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Hammad ibn Zayd said: There was a man who used to keep the company of Ayyib and had
heard from him. Then Ayyub lost sight of him. They said, “Abl Bakr, he has now joined ‘Amr
ibn ‘Ubayd.” Hammad said: One day | was with Ayylb, and we had gone early to the market.
That man met him, so Ayyub greeted him and asked him some questions. Then Ayyub said to
him, “l have heard that you have attached yourself to that man.” Hammad said: He named
him—meaning ‘Amr. The man said, “Yes, Abu Bakr, he brings us strange things we have never
heard before.” Ayyub replied, “It is exactly from such strange things that we flee!”
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Hammad said: It was said to Ayyub, “Amr ibn ‘Ubayd narrated from al-Hasan that the
drunkard from nabidh is not to be flogged.” He said, “He has lied! | myself heard al-Hasan say:
The drunkard from nabidh is to be flogged.”
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Sallam ibn Abt MutT* said: News reached Ayyub that | was going to ‘Amr, so one day he turned

to me and said, “Tell me, if you would not trust a man with your religion, how can you trust
him with hadith?”
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Abl Muasa said: ““Amr ibn ‘Ubayd narrated to us—before he began his innovations.”
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Mu‘adh al-‘Anbart said: | wrote to Shu‘bah asking him about Abl Shaybah, the judge of Wasit.
He wrote back to me: “Do not write anything from him, and tear up my letter.”

P

‘Affan said: | narrated to Hammad ibn Salamah from Salih al-Murri, a hadith from Thabit. He
said: “He lied.” And | narrated to Hammam from Salih al-Murrt a hadith, and he said: “He lied.”
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AbU Dawid said: Shu‘bah said to me, “Go to Jarir ibn Hazim and tell him: You are not
permitted to narrate from al-Hasan ibn ‘Umarah, for he lies.” AblG Dawidd said: | asked
Shu‘bah, “How is that?” He said: “He narrated from al-Hakam things for which | could find no
basis.” | said to him: “About what things?” He said: “I asked al-Hakam: Did the Prophet &
offer prayer over the martyrs of Uhud? He said: ‘He did not pray over them.” Then al-Hasan
ibn ‘Umarah narrated from al-Hakam, from Migsam, from lbn ‘Abbas: ‘The Prophet #prayed
over them and buried them.’

| said to al-Hakam: ‘What do you say about the children of fornication?’ He said: ‘The prayer is
performed over them.” | asked: ‘From whose hadith is this narrated?’ He said: ‘It is narrated
from al-Hasan al-Basri.” Al-Hasan ibn ‘Umarah said: “Al-Hakam ibn Yahya ibn al-Jazzar narrated
to us from ‘Ali.”
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Yazid ibn Harun said mentioning Ziyad ibn Maymun: “I swore not to narrate anything from
him, nor from Khalid ibn Mahduj.” He said: “l met Ziyad ibn Maymin, and | asked him about a
hadith. He narrated it to me from Bakr al-Muzani. Then | returned to him, and he narrated it

to me from Muwarrig. Then | returned to him, and he narrated it to me from al-Hasan.” And
he attributed both of them to lying.
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‘Abdul-Samad heard Ziyad ibn Maymin being mentioned in his presence, he attributed him to
lying.
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Magmiud ibn Ghilan told us: | said to Abl Dawiad al-Tayyalisi: “You have narrated extensively
from ‘Abbad ibn Mansir. Did you not hear from him the hadith of al-‘Attarah that al-Nadr ibn
Shumayl narrated to us?” He said to me: “Be quiet.” | met Ziyad ibn Maymin and ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Mahdi, and we asked him: “Are these the hadiths you narrate from Anas?” He
said: “Have you ever seen a man sin and then repent? Does not Allah forgive him?” We said:
“Yes.” He said: “I did not hear it from Anas, neither in small nor in large measure. If people do
not know, how do you not know that | did not meet Anas?”

Abl Dawid said: Later it reached us that he did narrate. So he and | went to him, and he said:
“I repent.” Then later he did narrate, and we left him.
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Shababah said: ‘Abdul-Quddis used to narrate to us and say: “Suwayd ibn ‘Agalah.” Shababah
said: | heard ‘Abd al-Quddis say: “The Messenger of Allah #forbade that the soul (rth) be
used as an object.” It was said to him: “What does this mean?” He said: “It means to make a
niche in a wall for the breeze to enter.”
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Hammad ibn Zayd said to a man, after Mahdi ibn Hisham had been seated for some days:
“What is this brackish spring that has flowed from your direction?” He said: “Yes, O Abu
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AbU ‘Awanah said: “I did not receive from al-Hasan any hadith except that | would bring it to
Aban ibn Abrt ‘Ayash, and he would read it to me.”
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‘Ali ibn Mus’hir said, “l and Hamzah al-Zayyat heard from Aban ibn Abi ‘Ayyash approximately
a thousand hadith. Ali said: | met Hamzah and he informed me that he saw the Prophet #in a
dream. He presented to him what he had heard from Aban, but he only recognized a small
portion of it—five or six hadiths.
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Zakariyya ibn ‘Adiyy said: Abl Ishaq al-Fazart told me: “Write down from Bagiyyah what he
narrated from the well-known narrators. Do not write from him what he narrated from
unknown people, and do not write from Isma‘ll ibn ‘Ayyash what he narrated from the well-
known narrators, nor from anyone else.”
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Ibn al-Mubarak said: “A good man is al-Baqgiyyah. Were it not that he used kunyas (nicknames)
and named the kunyas, he would have continuously narrated to us from Abu Sa‘id al-Wahaz1.”
We looked and found that he was ‘Abd al-Quddus.”
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‘Abdur-Razzaq said, “lI never saw lbn al-Mubarak clearly call anyone a liar except ‘Abdul-
Quddis — for | heard him say to him, ‘Liar!"”
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Darimt told me: | heard Abld Nu‘aym mention al-Mu‘alla ibn
‘Urfan, who said, “Aba Wa’il narrated to us, saying: Ibn Mas‘iud came out to us at Siffin.” So
Abil Nu‘aym said, “Do you think he was raised after death?”
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‘Affan ibn Muslim said: We were with Isma‘ll ibn ‘Ulayyah when a man narrated from another
man. | said, “This one is not reliable.” The man said, “You have backbitten him!” Isma‘l said,
“He has not backbitten him; he has only passed judgment that he is not reliable.”
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Bishr ibn ‘Umar said: | asked Malik ibn Anas about Muhammad ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman, who
narrates from Sa‘ld ibn al-Musayyib. He said, “He is not trustworthy.” | asked him about Salih,
the freedman of al-Taw’amah. He said, “He is not trustworthy.” | asked him about Abu al-
Huwayrith. He said, “He is not trustworthy.” | asked him about Shu‘bah, the one from whom
Ibn Abi Dhi’b narrates. He said, “He is not trustworthy.” | asked him about Haram ibn ‘Uthman.
He said, “He is not trustworthy.” | asked Malik about these five, and he said, “They are not
trustworthy in their narrations.” Then | asked him about another man whose name | forgot.
He said, “Have you seen him mentioned in my books?” | said, “No.” He said, “If he had been
trustworthy, you would have seen him in my books.”
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Hajjaj said, “lbn Abi Dhi’b narrated to us from Shurahbiyl ibn Sa’d, and he was accused.”
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Ibn al-Mubarak said, “If | had been given the choice between entering Paradise or meeting
‘Abdullah ibn Muharrar, | would choose to meet him first, then enter Paradise.” But when |
saw him, he said, “A single dropp-ing of dung was dearer to me than he.”
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Zayd, meaning lbn Abi Unaysa, said, “Do not take (narrations) from my brother
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Hammad ibn Zayd said: “Farqad was mentioned to Ayyib and he said: ‘Farqad is not a man of
hadith.”
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Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan — when Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr al-Laytht
was mentioned to him — declared him very weak. It was said to Yahya, “Weaker than Ya‘qub
ibn ‘Ata’?” He replied, “Yes.” Then he said, “I never thought anyone would narrate from
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr.”
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Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan declared Hakim ibn Jubayr and ‘Abdul-A‘la weak. He also weakened
Yahya ibn Musa ibn Dinar, saying: “His hadtth is like the wind.” He also weakened Musa ibn
Dihgan and ‘Isa ibn AbT ‘Isa al-Madani. | heard al-Hasan ibn ‘Isa say: Ibn al-Mubarak said to me:
“When you arrive at Jarir, write all his knowledge — except the hadith of three: do not write
the hadith of ‘Ubaydah ibn Mu‘attib, al-Sartibn Isma‘ll, and Muhammad ibn Salim.”
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Muslim said: And similar to what we have mentioned are many more narrations from the
words of the people of knowledge regarding those accused among the hadith narrators and
their report of their faults. Writing it all in detail would make the book long. What we have
mentioned is sufficient for those who understand and comprehend the methodology of the
scholars in what they said about that and explained.

They only bound themselves to uncovering the faults of the narrators of hadith and
transmitters of reports and issued rulings on that when asked, due to the great danger
involved. For reports concerning matters of religion come with rulings of permission or
prohibition, command or prohibition, encouragement or warning. So if a narrator of such
reports is not a source of truthfulness and trustworthiness, and then someone narrates from
him knowing him but not making clear his faults to others who are unaware of him, he is sinful
in doing so, deceiving the common Muslims. For one cannot be sure regarding some who
heard such reports and use them, or use some of them, and many of them may be lies with no
foundation, even though the correct reports come from trustworthy narrators. Among the
people of discretion, many are compelled to transmit from those who are neither trustworthy
nor convincing.
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And | do not consider many of those who touch upon what we have described of these weak
hadiths and unknown chains, and rely on their transmission after knowing what is in them, to
be from the feeble or weak—except that the one who compels himself to transmit them and
rely upon them does so out of a desire to appear to have collected many narrations among
the common people, and so that it may be said: “How much hadith such-and-such a person
has gathered and compiled numerically.” Whoever follows this approach in knowledge, and
treads this path, has no share in it, and it would have been better for him to be called ignorant
than to be attributed to knowledge.
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Some of the impostors of hadith in our era have spoken about the authentication of chains
and their grading with certain statements. Were we to refrain from narrating their accounts
and mentioning their corruption, it would have been a solid opinion and a correct
methodology, for ignoring the posited statement is more fitting to extinguish it, to conceal the
speaker, and to avoid alerting the ignorant to it. However, because we feared the evils of
consequences, the deception of the ignorant by newly invented matters, their haste to believe
the error of those who are mistaken, and statements that are rejected by the scholars, we
considered exposing the corruption of their words and refuting their claims, to the extent
appropriate for them, to be more beneficial for people and better in outcome, Allah willing.
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And the one who spoke, whom we have began to speak about, regarding his statement and
reporting his poor opinions, claimed that every isnad of a hadith in which so-and-so narrates
from so-and-so—given that it is known that they lived in the same era, and therefore, it is
possible that the narrator actually heard it from the one he narrated from and met him
concerning it.

However, we do not know of any hearing from him, nor do we find in any of the narrations
that they ever met or transmitted hadith together. Thus, the proof does not hold for him for
every report that came through this chain until he has knowledge that they actually met at
some point in their lifetime or transmitted the hadith directly between them, or until a report
comes that clarifies their meeting and encounter once in their lifetime or more.

If he does not have knowledge of that, and no authentic narration reports that this narrator
met his source even once and heard anything from him, then transmitting the report from
someone who narrated from him is, as we described, not proof. The report is considered
“mawquf” (stopped) with him until he has actually heard some part of the hadith from him,
whether little or much, according to the narration as it came.
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Chapter: The Validity of Using a “Mu‘ann’an” Hadith as Proof
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This statement, may Allah have mercy on you, regarding criticism of isnads, is a novel and
invented claim, unprecedented and without support from the scholars. The consensus among
scholars, both classical and later, is that whenever a trustworthy man narrates a report from
another trustworthy man, and it is entirely plausible that he may have met him and heard it
from him, because they lived in the same era, even if there is no report explicitly stating that
they met or spoke to one another, the narration is still considered valid, and the report carries
full weight as evidence.

The only exception is when there is clear and decisive evidence showing that the narrator
never met the one from whom he allegedly narrated, or never heard anything from him. In
the absence of such evidence, the narration is to be understood as having been transmitted
through hearing, until otherwise is established.
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It is said to the inventor of this statement, whose words we have described, or his defender:
You have, in the main part of your claim, stated that the report of a single trustworthy
narrator from another trustworthy narrator is evidence that must be acted upon. Yet
afterwards, you added a condition, saying that this is valid only if we know that they actually
met at least once, or that he heard something directly from him. Now, can you provide an
example of anyone who actually made this conditional requirement part of their statement? If
not, then produce the evidence for what you have claimed.
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If someone claims that a scholar of the early generations made the statement attributed to
him, he will be asked to provide proof. Neither he nor anyone else will be able to produce any
way of substantiating it. If he asserts that there is evidence for his claim, he will be asked:
“What is that evidence?” If he replies:

“| said this because | found that, both in early and later times, narrators of reports would
transmit from one another without having ever actually met or heard anything directly from
the other. When | observed this, | accepted their transmission of reports on the basis of mere
‘mursal’—without direct hearing. And in principle, according to our statement and the
statement of the scholars of reports, the ‘mursal’ narration is not considered evidence. | relied
upon it because of the reason | described: to investigate whether the narrator actually heard
from his source. If | can trace that he heard even the smallest thing, then everything he
narrates from him afterwards is confirmed in my view. But if | fail to determine this, | suspend
judgment, and the report does not carry any evidential weight for the possibility of being
‘connected.”
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It is then said to him: If the reason for your discounting of a report and your refusal to act
upon it is the possibility that it may be “mursal”, does it not follow that you should not
establish a continuous chain at all until you have verified that there was direct hearing from
the first transmitter to the last? For example, consider the report transmitted to us through
the isnad of Hisham ibn ‘Urwah from his father from ‘A’ishah. We know with certainty that
Hisham heard from his father, that his father heard from ‘A’ishah, and that ‘A’ishah herself
heard from the Prophet .2
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It may also be possible that, even though Hisham did not say in a particular transmission from
his father, “l heard” or “He informed me,” there could be another person between him and
his father who transmitted it from the father, while Hisham himself did not hear it directly
from his father—simply because he preferred not to narrate it as a mursal report. In this case,
he would not ascribe it to the one from whom he actually heard it. Just as this is possible for
Hisham from his father, so too it is possible for his father from ‘A’ishah. And likewise, this
applies to any isnad of a report in which there is no explicit statement of direct hearing
between the narrators.
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If it is generally known that each of them heard a great deal directly from their teacher, it is
permissible for any one of them, in some of their transmissions, to have heard part of the
reports from another intermediary, and to sometimes transmit it from that intermediary
without explicitly naming the source. At other times, they may deliberately name the person
from whom they carried the report, leaving out the practice of mursal transmission. This, we
say, is widely attested in the hadith literature, practiced by the reliable transmitters and the
leading scholars of the tradition. We shall cite examples of their transmissions in the manner
we have indicated, in sufficient numbers to allow inference to the broader practice, Allah
willing.

Among these examples, ‘Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani, lbn al-Mubarak, Waki‘, Ibn Numayr, and others
transmitted from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from his father, from ‘A’ishah who said: “lI would
perfume the Messenger of Allah ( (2for his coming out of ihram and entering into it with the
finest scents | could find.”
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This same report was transmitted verbatim by Al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, Dawid al-‘Attar, Humayd ibn

al-Aswad, Wuhayb ibn Khalid, and Abl Usamah from Hisham, who said: ““Uthman ibn ‘Urwah
informed me, from ‘Urwah, from ‘A’ishah, from the Prophet (”.(%
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Hisham himself transmitted from his father, from ‘A’ishah, who said: “When the Prophet ((¥
performed i‘tikaf, he would bring his head close to me so that | could comb it, even when |
was menstruating.”
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The same report was transmitted verbatim by Malik ibn Anas, from al-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah,
from ‘Amrah, from ‘A’ishah, from the Prophet ( .(3Al-Zuhri and Salih ibn Abi Hassan
transmitted from Abd Salamah, from ‘A’ishah, that the Prophet ((¥ used to kiss her while
fasting.
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Yahya ibn Abi Kathir, commenting on this report regarding kissing, said: “Abl Salamah ibn

‘Abdur-Rahman informed me that ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz told him that ‘Urwah informed him
that ‘A’ishah told him that the Prophet ( (2used to kiss her while he was fasting.”
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Ibn ‘Uyaynah and others transmitted, from ‘Amr ibn Dinar, from Jabir, that the Messenger of
Allah ( (#fed them horse meat and forbade them from eating donkey meat.
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This report was also transmitted by Hammad ibn Yazid, from ‘Amr, from Muhammad ibn ‘Al,
from Jabir, from the Prophet (.(3
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Such examples occur frequently in the transmitted reports. The instances are numerous, and
what we have cited is sufficient for those endowed with understanding.
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If, as we have explained previously, the defect lies in the weakness of a report and its lack of
reliability—specifically, when it is not known whether the transmitter actually heard anything
from the one he reports from—then one should refrain from relying on it in establishing the
authority of the report from someone whose hearing from their source is certain. The
exception is in the very report in which the act of hearing is explicitly mentioned. As we have
already explained regarding the earlier authorities who transmitted reports, they had
occasions on which they would transmit a hadith in the form of a mursal report, without
naming from whom they had heard it. At other times, they would transmit with full chains as
they actually heard them, indicating when they relied on a lower or higher level of
transmission, as we have explained about them.
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And we do not know of any of the early authorities—those who employed narrations,
scrutinized the authenticity of chains, and investigated their defects—such as Ayyub al-
Sakhtiyani, lbn ‘Awn, Malik ibn Anas, Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-Qattan, ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Mahdi, and those after them among the scholars of hadith, that they searched for

the explicit mention of hearing in the chains, in the way claimed by the one whose statement
we examined earlier.

80







INTRODUCTION TO SAHIH MUSLIM

Al-lsnaﬂ e e
wvd-\duw\j.ub JJ&U{L@JS‘ UL{\J\—W )ufw.).;-‘o CWWMUQMUL{LCL’

%

”°§UA.9 J‘Jlﬂ\“l’r@"’}/ ’V‘&f.wd.buj Jaisg ‘“"))d“‘wu‘;dw REEY 4;54_&5
cngcwuxbs szwc“L::SUAV.GJL;JJ\»}J\&;\;%;.}JJJ;;&:@QS
a3y

Indeed, the scrutiny of those among them who investigated and sought to establish the
hearing of the narrators from whom they transmitted, was specifically when the narrator was
known for tadlis in hadith, and this was widely acknowledged. In such cases, they would
examine his hearing in the report and verify it carefully, so as to remove any defect arising
from the practice of tadlis. But for anyone seeking this from a narrator who was not known to
practice tadlis, in the manner claimed by the person whose statement we discussed earlier,
we have not heard of this being done by any of the authorities we have named.
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Among these examples is ‘Abdullah ibn Yazid al-Ansari, who had actually seen the Prophet .2
He transmitted reports from Hudhayfah and from Abu Mas‘ud al-Ansari, and from each of
them he narrated hadiths which he ultimately attributed to the Prophet .ZYet in his
transmission from them he does not mention having heard it directly from them. Nor do we
find in any of the reports that ‘Abdullah ibn Yazid ever met Hudhayfah or Abu Mas‘ud
regarding a particular hadith, and we have not found any report indicating that he saw them
in any transmission.
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And we have not heard from any of the scholars of the past, nor from those whom we have
encountered, that they criticized these two reports—narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn Yazid from
Hudhayfah and from Abu Mas‘ud—as weak in any way. On the contrary, these two reports,
and others like them, are considered by those of the scholars of hadith whom we have met to
have sound chains of transmission and to be strong. They view them as reliable for use, and as
valid for deriving legal and ethical guidance from the sunan and the other transmitted reports.
In contrast, in the estimation of the person we mentioned earlier, they are flimsy and
negligent; it carries no weight until the narrator is shown to have heard directly from the
person he is reported to have narrated from. Were we to attempt to enumerate all the

authentic reports acknowledged by the scholars—reports that would refute the claims of this
individual—we would find it impossible to fully recount or account for them all.
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Yet we wished to highlight a number of examples to serve as a mark of what we have
remained silent about from among them. This is Abu ‘Uthman al-Nahdi and Abu Rafi‘ al-Sa’igh,
both of whom lived to witness the period of ignorance and accompanied the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah ,#among the early Muslims who fought at Badr, and so on. They
transmitted the reports they heard from them, reaching down to the likes of Abu Hurayrah
and lbn ‘Umar and their likes. Each of them narrated from Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, from the Prophet

ZYet we have not heard in any narration that they actually saw Ubayy or heard directly from
him themselves.
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Abu ‘Umar al-Shaybani also transmitted two reports. He was among those who had witnessed
the period of ignorance and lived during the time of the Prophet .2 Likewise, Abu Ma‘mar
‘Abdullah ibn Sakhbarah transmitted from Abu Mas‘ud al-Ansari, from the Prophet #two

reports.
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‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr transmitted from Umm Salamah, the wife of the Prophet ,% a report

directly from the Prophet .2 ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr was born during the lifetime of the Prophet
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Qays ibn Abi Hazim, who also lived in the time of the Prophet ,Ztransmitted three reports
from Abu Mas‘ud al-Ansari, from the Prophet .5
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Abdur-Rahman ibn Abi Layla who preserved from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and accompanied ‘Ali,
narrated from Anas ibn Malik, from the Prophet .2
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Rib‘i ibn Hirash transmitted two reports from ‘Imran ibn Husayn, from the Prophet .2 He also

transmitted a report from Abu Bakrah, from the Prophet .ZRib‘i had heard from ‘Ali ibn Abi
Talib, from whom he also transmitted.
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Nafi‘ ibn Jubayr ibn Mut‘im transmitted from Abu Shurayh al-Khuza‘i a report from the
Prophet .2
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Nu‘man ibn Abi ‘Ayyash transmitted three reports from Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri, from the Prophet
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‘Ata ibn Yazid al-Laythi transmitted a report from Tamim al-Dari, from the Prophet .2
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Sulayman ibn Yasar transmitted a report from Rafi‘ ibn Khadij, from the Prophet .2
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Humayd ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Himyari transmitted reports from Abu Hurayrah, from the
Prophet .2
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All of these tabi‘in, whose transmissions from the companions we have outlined, were never
known to have stated any direct hearing in a specific report, nor to have encountered the
person from whom they transmitted in the very report in question. These chains of
transmission, among those well-versed in reports and narratives, are considered sound. We
have no knowledge that they were ever found deficient in any way, nor that they sought to
rely on the hearing of one from another. For the hearing of each of them from their source is
possible and not objectionable, for all of them lived in the same period, which makes such
transmission entirely plausible.
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As for the statement introduced by the other one we mentioned in relation to the weakening
of hadith, on the grounds he described, it is too insignificant to merit attention or even to be
cited. It is a newly invented assertion, a statement unsupported by any of the scholars of the
past, and rightly rejected by those who came after them. There is therefore no need for us to
expend more effort in refuting it than we have already done, for the value of the claim and of
its author is precisely as we have described.

And Allah is the One whose help is sought in repelling that which contradicts the methodology
of the scholars, and upon Him alone reliance is placed.
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